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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The PubriQiet* having been favoured by a 
friend with a copy of the following in- 
tcreiling Biography, which was printed at 
Calcutta, conceives that it could not but be 
acceptable to this country, which is fo mate- 
iriaily interefted in whatever is conne6led with 
its vafe polTcffions in India, . 

As it is a work which will probably excite 
a very general intereft, he has thought it mod: 
advifable to print it in ot^avo, whereby it 
could be afforded at confiderably lefs than 
half the price of the quarto original. 


. Lois’uox, 
iiothSept, 1805. 
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CHAPTER L 

Jnt-roductmu — Mr. Thomas enters mto the 
Jervlce of Appahandarow, — Hepalrs to Delhu 
■ — Account of the environs of that city. 

I N the enlightened period of the nineteenth 
century, when the world abounds in cha» 
ra£lers, as diftinguiflied for their abilities, in 
every branch of fcientific and ufeful know- 
ledge, as eminent for their courage and other 
perfonal qualifications, it may afford matter 
for furprife, that an obfcure individual fhould 
merit the attention of the community. Yet, 
when it is confidered that the fingularity of 
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cliara£ier, exhibited in the fubjed: of the pre- 
fcnt mernohs, is rendered ftill more interclling 
by his adventures, his talents, his fucceiies, 
and liis iTiisfortunes, detailed in the following 
iliccts, it may not only form the belt apology 
for the compiler in liibmitting thefe memoirs 
to the public view, but alfo afford fome ufeful 
inftrudion to the reader. 

From the befi: information we could pro- 
cure, it appears that Mr. George Thomas firfl: 
came to India in a Britifli fliip of war, in 
1781-2. His fxtuation in the fleet was hum- 
ble, having ferved as a quarter mailer, or, as is 
affirmed by fome, in the capacity of a com- 
monfailor. 

Shortly after landing in the vicinity of Ma- 
dras, the activity of his mind, overcoming the 
lowlinefli of his fltuatioii, he determined to 
quit the ihip, and embrace a life more fuitablc 
to his ardent difpofltion. 

His flrfl: fervicc was among tlie Polygars to 
the fuutluvard, where lie reflded a few years. 
But at length -fetting out over-land, he Ibiril:- 
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edly traverfed the central part of the Penin- 
fula, and about the year- 1787 arrived at 
Delhi. Here he received a commiffion in the 
fervice of the Begum Siimroo. This lady is 
well known in the hiftory of the tranfaftions 
of modern times. Soon after his arrival at 
Delhi, the Begum, with her iifual judgment 
and difcrimination of charadfer, advanced him 
to a command in her army. From this period 
bis military career in the north-wcfl: of India 
may be faid to have commenced. 

In various and fucceffive actions againlh the 
Seiks, and others of the; Begum’s enemies, Mr. 
Thomas, by his courage and perfeverance, ren- 
dered her authority refpedlable. By thefe 
fucceffes, he obtained a confiderablc influence 
over the mind of his miflrefs, and was for fomc 
time her chief advifer and couiifellor.^^ 

Among other brilliant acts, performed by^Mr. Thomas, 
during his sei'vice with the Begum, was the circumstance 
related in the History of Shah Aulum. The Compiler of 
these Memoirs did not know, at the time, that Mr. 
Tlioraas was the officer who commanded the party. But 
that gentleman, during his residence at Benares, coramuni- 
B 2 
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Bat, unfortunately for the mutual inter- 
efts of both parties, after a refidence of fix or 
feven years, Mr. Thomas had the mortification 
to find himfclf fupplanted in the good opinion 
of the Begum. His authority was aflumed by 
a more fuccefsful rival. 

This conduct in the Begum, exciting much 
animofity and many heart-burnings between 
the t'wo rival commanders, Mr. Thomas re- 
folved to embark his fortunes on a different 
fervice. He therefore quitted the Begum 
Sumrooj and about 3 792 betook himfclf to 
the frontier ftation of the Britifli army, at 
the poft of Anoplhire. 

Here he waited feveral months, in the ex- 
pectation of receiving overtures for employ- 
ment from fome of the native powers. He was 
not deceived in thele expedations. In the 
,bcginning of the year 3793, Mr. Thomas, 
being at AiiopOiire, received letters from Ap- 

c:ited detail of the alFair, which, with a slight varintion 
la a few particulars, , happened as is stated in tiie printed 
'work. See the Histor j of ,Shah Auliim, page iCy, ct seen 


21 


D. I793O GEORGE THOMAS. 

pakandarow, a Mahratta chief, conveying 
offers of fervice, and promifes of a comfortable 
provifion. 

To comprehend the nature and ufe of Mr. 
Thomas’s fervices at that jundure, it will be 
oeceffary to recur to the previous fituation and 
profpeds of Appakandarow^ 

This chief had formerly been -hirafelf in 
the fervice of Madhajee Sciiidiah, who gave 
him the command of two battalions of infan- 
try, raifed and difciplined by the celebrated 
General Duboigne. In. return for ,Appa- 
kandarow’s fervices, Scindiah had alfo, fub- 
fequently, entrufted to his management the 
diflrids of Gualier and Gohud. Tliefe, for 
fome time, he conducted with fuccefs: but 
having, in the year 1 790, invaded Btuidelcund, 
and being unfuccefsful in his operations, he 
was compelled to contrad debts to a confider- 
able amount This irregular and improvident 
condud occafioned, hrft, his removal from 
command, and afterw-ards, his difmiffion from 
Scindiah’s employ. Of a haughty and im- 
patient fpirlt, Appakandarow ill brooked this 
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humiliation^ and from that time fonglit, bj 
his own exertion, to eftablifh an indepen- 
dency. It was at this period he was joined 
by Mr. Thomas, who had with him 250 ca- 
talry, chofen men, and of tried valour on fe- 
veral occafions, ; 

Thisacceffion offeree was highly acceptable 
to the Mahratta chief ; he w'as, at that time, 
unable to keep under fubje<5lion leveral dil- 
tridls, which, on account of his ill fuccefs, had 
rebelled againil his authority, and withheld 
the payment of their accuflomed tribute. 

Mr. Thomas was now diredled by Appa** 
kand^row to raife a battalion confifdng of 
1000 men and loo cavalry. For the mainte- 
nance of this force, he affigned to him the 
pergunnas of Thajara, Thopookara, and Fe~ 
rozeepoor. They are all in the Mav'^^atty dif- 
trief, fituated to the fouth-weft of Delhi. 
Thofe diftricts had, fome years preceding, been 
in a ftate of rebellion, nor was. Appakandarow 
able to reduce them to fubmifllon. The in- 
habitants, when a large force was fent agaiiifc 
them, ufually took &el ter in the mountains: 



4. D‘ I7930 GEORGE THOMAS. 23 

but when the force wms inferior in numbers, 
by uniting, they proved viftorious. With ca- 
valry, likewife, they committed depredations 
in every diredlion. Thefe excefles naturally 
rendered the Mahratta chief anxious oftranf- 
ferriiig the diftridls to any perfon wdio would 
exert hi mfeif to prevent their plundering the. 
indiiftrious peafants. Mr. Thomas’s agree- 
ment with Appakaodarow was, that he iliould 
balance accounts every fix months. Thefe 
terms having been agreed on, as an alTurancs 
of confidence, he prefented Mr. Thomas with 
two guns, fome ammunition, and a few bul- 
locks.- 

The neceirary arrangements having been 
madcj Mr. Thomas prepared to march, and 
take poffefdon of the lands aforementioned. 
He was however fl'opped by accounts, dil- 
patched by Mr. Perron, announcing the death 
of Scindiah, 

The march thus poftponed, Appakandarow 
repaired to Delhi to guard againll: an appre- 
hended coramo-tian in that capital. On their 
arrival at court, Appakandarow^ and other 
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chiefs, among whom was' Mr. Thomas, were 
honoured with Khilluts, fimilar prefetits were 
likewife given for Dowlut Row Scindiah, who 
had now fucceeded to the pojOTeffions of his 
deceafed uncle. 

The mention of Delhi aiFords an oppor- 
tunity of prefenting the reader with an ac- 
count of fome remarkable buildings, which 
Rand without the precindfs of the new city, 
and have hitherto efcaped the obfervation of 
travellers. They were obtained by the com- 
piler of thefe Memoirs during a vifit to this 
celebrated city, in J793. 

We come ne^it to the tomb of Humaioon, 
the fon of Baber, fecoud of the imperial Houfe 
of Timoor, and memorable for a chequered 
life of alternate profperity and misfortune.— » 
He died Anno Hejirah 963, and the maulb- 
leum was ereded by his fbn, the famous Akbar, 
on the weffern bank of the Jumna, in the city 
of old Delhi. 

The building is fituated in the centre of an 
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ample terrace, of red ftone, two tlioH^nd feet 
in circumference. 

Upon this terrace fifes the maufoleum of 
Iblid red tione. It is of a circular form, fur- 
mounted by a ftupendous dome of white mar- 
ble. Confpicuous from its dimeniions, this 
dome is feen at a great diflance. Four mina- 
rets, of red and white marble, fupport the ex- 
tremities of the building. Thefe are crowned 
with odagon pavilions of red flone, having 
marble cupolas. I judge the height to be 
about a hundred and twenty feet. A winding 
flair-cafe, of red flone, leads to a terrace, 
which encircles the exterior of the dome; 
hence you have a noble profpedl, both of the 
old and new Delhi, 

The principal room below, is paved with 
large fiabs of white marble. It contains the 
fepiilchre of Humaioon, of the common fizc, 
but elegantly decorated with chifei work : it 
bears no infeription. Adjoining to this room, 
are other apartments, in which are interred fc- 
yeral princefies of the Houfc of Timoor, 
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Upon tlie terrace aforementioned arc the 
graves of five princes of the royal family, viz, 
Darah Sbekoah, who was put to death by order 
of his brother Aurungzebe. 2d. Mooizaddeen 
or, Jehandar. 3d, Shah Fiirrukfeir, putto dcatli 
by the Scyuds. 4th. Beedar Buhht. 5th. Azim 
Shah, fon of Aurungzebe. Near them is the 
grave of the late Emperor, the fecond Aukim™ 
geer. 

About two hundred yards from tbs maufo- 
leum of Flumaioon, is that of the famous Khan 
Khanan, prime minider of Jehangeer, and fon 
of the renowned Byram Khan, memorable for 
contributing,- in fo great a degree, during the 
fucceffive reigns of Humaioon, Akbar, and 
Jehangeer, to eftablifli the Houfe ofTimoor 
on the throne of Hindodan. The tomb refera- 
bles, both in flrape and dze, that of the Na- 
waul) Sufdar Jung. The fine marble covcr» 
ing however of the dome, as well as the inlay- 
ings of the minarets, and the gateways, liax c 
been dilapidated. 

The generous mind cannot without indig- 
nation p'crceive tlic ravages which the diffe- 
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rent invaders of Hindoftan have perpetrated 
' upon thefe magnificent remains of departed 
grandeur. But what lliall we fay of thofc 
now living^ who, for the paltry confideratioii 
of a few thoufand rupees, ftrip the venerable 
ffirines of the fervants of their departed an- 
ceftors, and, by robbing the dead of what gra. 
titude or affeclioii had beftowed as a parting 
teftimony, acquire thereby a partial, and dif- 
graceful opulence ? 


A mile to the fbuthward of the new city are 
the remains of the fort, palace, and mofque of 
the Patan emperor, the firfi: Feroze. Thefe 
ruins embrace a confiderable extent. The walls 
of the fort are of immenfe thlcknefs, and the 
prodigious quantity of granite, with other 
ftoncs, fpread in heaps over the whole of the 
interior of the inclofurc, denote it to have 
been a grand and Iplcndid edifice. 

This fort \vas built Anno llejirah 755, and 
was dclbroyed by the Mogul conqueror Titnoor, 

* To every one at Delhi, it is notorious that a IVincg: 
01 the. House of Timoor now living, has actually sold t.Uc 
marble of thb tomb, for twenty five thousand rupec.s. 
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in his invafion of Hitidoftan. Toward the 
centre of the place is a building of an ancient 
ilyie, flanked with round pillars, and crowned 
with turrets of three ftories. At the top of 
this building, on an ample terrace of flone, 
about forty feet in height, is a column of 
brown granite. On this column is an inferip- 
tion, in the ancient character beforemeiitioned, 
as difcernible on the pillar in the fort of Alla- 
habad, and compofed of the fame materials. 
This pillar is called, by the natives, Feroze 
Cotelahf the ftaff of Feroze, and from the con- 
ftrudlion of the building on which it is placed, 
J fliould conjecture it has been a monument 
of Hindoo grandeur, prior to the irruptions of 
the Muflulmans. Adjoining to the cotelah, 
is a very large building differing in the flylc 
of its architecture from thofe mofques built 
:Qabfequcnt to the eftablifliment of the Moguls. 
This mofque is fqiiare, has four extenfive aifles 
or cloifters, the roofs of which are tone, and 
ffupported by two hundred and fifty columns 
of ffone, about fixteen feet high. The length 
of the cloiflers gives a grand appearance to 
the building. An octangular dome, of flone 
and brick work, about twenty-five feet liigh, 
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rifes from the centre of the mofque. In the 
weftern cloifter is a kibla, or niche, in the 
wall, in the dired:ion of Mecca. Of this 
mofque the emperor Timoor took a model, 
and carrying it with him on his return to Sa- 
marcand his capital, accompanied at the iame 
time by' artificers and workmen of every de- 
fcription, he fhortly after his arrival built a 
magnificent temple. 

In the northern aifle of this mofque, at the 
upper end, is a fmali window, from which was 
thrown the body of the late emperor the fe- 
cond Allumgeer, who had been afihfiinated at 
the infiigation of his vizier Gaziodeen Khan. 
The alTaflins were two Mahomcdan devotees, 
whom he had vifited under the pretext of their 
working miracles. The body of this unfortu- 
nate prince, unburicd, for two days lay on the 
fands of the Jumna. At lafl: it was taken up 
by permiffion of Gaziodeen, and interredin 
the fcpulchre of Humaioon. To me it appears 
triat the flyic of building in this mofque, refers 
to a period in the architedlure of Hindofiaa 
prior to the Mogul conqnefirs. The mofque at 
Pans put, ereefed by the emperor Baber, may be 
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looked upon as the model of all the fucceed* 
ing Mogul buildings. 

COOTTUB MINAR. 

Nine miles foutli of Delhi is the celebrated 
column, defignated Coottub Minar, lituated 
near, and deriving that name from the tomb 
of Khaja Cuttubadeen. ^ His difciple, Shemia” 
deen, of the family of Ghazi, eredled this co- 
lumn, Anno Hejirah 7/0. Shemfadeen de- 
iigned that this pillar and another fimilar one 
lliould have marked the entrance of a magnifi- 
cent raofque. It was begun upon the ruins 
of a Hindoo temple. Having fmiflied this 
.pillar, and parts of the buildings adjacent, 
Sbemfiideerfs premature death prevented the 
completion of a work which would have been 
one of the moft magnificent in the. world. 
The whole was intended as a monument to 
perpetuate to poftcrity the, triumph of !Ma» 
iiomedan faith over that of Brirnlia. The co- 
lumn has a moil flupendous appearance. Con- 
ceive a ihaft of fixty feet diameter, compofed 
partly of red .ilone, partly of vshite marble,, 
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lifmg to the height of two hundred and fifty 
feet, 

Afcending this pillar, relief is afforded by 
four projecting galleries of red ftone. Taper- 
ing toward the fummit, it was crowned with 
an odlagon pavilion. I imagine this pavilion 
would have contained at Icaft, a dozen perfons. 
Each of the galleries are moft richly tho’ diffe- 
rently ornamented. The column is relieved, 
and rendered ftrikingly bold, by convex and 
angular projeffions. 

Within this grand tow-er, is a circular flair- 
cafe of three hundred and eight fteps of red 
ffone. There are, at intervals, landing places, 
•which communicate with windows. From 
the odbagon, on the fummit, the view is ftrik- 
ingly grand. Looking from fuch a height, 
the mind is impreffed with fenfiitions of admi- 
ration and of awe. Infcriptlons in fcveral 
parts, twelve inches in breadth, embrace the 
column. Thefe contain verfes from the 
Koran, in the Arabick charaffer. The gal- 
leries are fupported by fculptured ornamcjit?. 
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of which the rlchnefs is greatly heightened hy 
a profuhon of frieze work. 

This defcriptioii of the Coottub Minar, with 
the engraving'^ fliewing the veffiges of the 
ruins which furround it, will I doubt not in- 
cline the reader to think with me that they 
are objects to a travelier, perhaps, equally, inte« 
refting as any in the world ; and through the 
eaft are not to be found more impreffive me- 
morials of its ingenuity, its magnificence, and 
its grandeur. 

* For this r am indebted to the kindness of Lieutenant 
Macdougal, of the engineers, from whose sketch, on the 
spot, it has been engraved. 
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CHAPTER 11 . 

Mr. Thomas marches towards his new Pergun- 
fiahs. — Military operations. — Intrigues of Be-- 
gum Somroo. — She is depofed. — Death of 
Levajfo. — Altercation letwixt Mr. Thomas 
and Appdkandarow.-— -Occurrences. 

H aving remained ibme time at Delhi, 
it afforded Mr. Thomas the opportu**. 
nity of recruiting his forces to 700 men ; with 
this reinforcement, he prepared for his depar- 
ture to the diftrids which had been affigned 
to him by Appakandarow. 

To the accomplifhment of that purpofe a 
new obftacle arofe ; — unable to pay his troops, 
they became mutinous, and plundered the ad- 
jacent country. This condudl difguding Ap- 
pakandarow, produced high words between 
him and Mr, Thomas. The difpute, after 
much altercation, ended in a compromife, by 
c 
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which Mr. Thomas received the fum of 14,000 
rupees, and an affigriment for the reft of his 
claims. The latter, however, was never ful- 
filled. V 

In the' march towards his diftri<ftsi Mfr 
Thomas retaliated upon the Begum Sumroo, 
whom he now confidered his bitter enemy, 
laying under contribution that part of her 
country which came within his route. 

Arriving at Goorath, a large and populous 
village, he impofed heavy contributions. Thefe 
amounted to a confiderable fum. He found 
here alfo an ample ftipply of bullocks and 
forage.’”''' ■ 

Continuing his march, after a long and te- 
dious day's journey, he encamped near the 
town of Tejara, a place in the centre of the 
Mewattee diftrift. The night w^as dark and 
fainy : this and the extreme fatigue of the 
foldiers confptred to render fuccefsful an at- 
tempt which the Mewattys made, and they 
carried off a horfe from the very centre of the 
camp. 
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In the morningi a party was detached to dif- 
cover the village to which the horfe had been 
conveyedi The party had not proceeded far 
when they were attacked, arid obliged to re- 
treat. Orders were then given for the cavalry 
to advance, and cover the detachment. And 
Mr. Thomas himfelf leading the infantry, haf- 
tily marched, and with his collected force, at^ 
tacked the enemy at the village, to wdiich, it 
appearsj the horfe had been carried. By this 
time they had alTembied and became formi- 
dable. The centre divhion of Mr. Thomas’s 
troops, in a fhorfe time fet fire to the village, 
and there feemed no doubt of a complete vic- 
tory, when the divifions on the right and left 
giving w^ay, fled with precipitation. The 
wounded left on the field were, even at this 
crifis of the adtion, cut to pieces by the enemy. 

The centre divlfion, under the fpecial com- 
mand of Mfi Thomas, now following the ex- 
ample of their brethren, left him, of his troops, 
only a dozen infantry and a few cavalry. 

Thus difeomfited and vexed by the unfleadi- 
tiefs of his troops, Mr. Thomas, as a lafl refort, 
C2 
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encouraged his fmall party to exert themfeives 
in extricating a nine-pounder, which unfortu- 
nately, previoully to the battle, had fluck in 
the bed of a nullah. In this he had juft fuc^ 
ceeded, when the enemy, as certain of vidory, 
recommenced a furious attack, and endeavour- 
ed to feize the gun. 


The commandant of cavalry, a man of dif^ 
tinguiihed bravery, ftill adhered to Mr. Tho- 
mas, and defperatcly, with a few others, threw 
himfelf between the gun and the enemy. 

were cut to pieces, but the gallant effort 
afforded time to re-mount and oppofe a well- 
direfted £re of grape from the nine-pounder. 
This faved Mr. Thomas and the brave few of 
his furviving party. For, after the difeharge 
of a few rounds, the enemy retired to the fur- 
rounding ravines. 

Mr. Thomas now collected the fugitives, 
who with his veteran party formed a detach- 
ment of about 300 men. With thefe he un- 
concernedly challenged the enemy to a renewal 
of the combat, which they now as cautioully 
declined. 
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In its firft viow Ib difaftrous, this adion, bj 
the dread it fpread among the enemy, proved 
highly fortunate. Great as was Mr. Thomas’s 
lofs of brave and attached foidiers, that of the 
Mewattys was infinitely more confiderable. 
The immediate confequence was an overture, 
on the part of their chief, of terms which 
Ihortly led to an amicable adjuftment. They 
agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a year’s rent, and 
to reftore to him the property that had been 
ftoien. The performance of thefe articles was 
guaranteed by fecurities. 

The punifhment of this village, the ilrongefi: 
in the whole diflrid, and its inhabitants the 
mofi: refradory, was highly favourable to Mr. 
Thomas’s interefi: ; the more fo, as in a pre- 
ceding campaign the whole force of Begum 
Sumroo had been in vain exerted to reduce it. 
Mr, Thomas next prepared to march againfi: 
the remaining difirrids which were ftill in 
rebellion ; and, having recruited his, force for 
this purpofe, he was ordered by Appakandarow 
to afiifi: the collcdor of the diftrid of Kiflina- 
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Convinced by experience that vigorous mea- 
fures could alone enfure fuccefs, Mr. Thomas 
marched towards the refradory villages ; of 
which having gained pofleffion, they were 
quickly confumed by fire. 


An example fo fievere deterred others from 
purfuing a fimiiar condud. Of thefe the moft 
confiderable was the town of Jyjur ; which, 
however, fubmitting on the approach of the 
troops, oppofition was at an end, and Mr> 
Thomas returned to Tejara. 


On the fubmiffion of Jyjur, Appakandarow 
gave Mr. Thomas an order for a fupply of mo- 
ney upon the colledor of that place. The 
colledor endeavoured to evade payment, by 
reprefen ting that the diftrefifed iituation of 
Appakandarow ( whofe troops had juft muti- 
nied for want of payment of their arrears), 
required every rupee that could be raifed ; in 
confequence, Mr. Thomas muft, for the pre- 
font, difpenfe wdth payment. This, he obferves, 
was true , but his people being in dlftreft, to 
provide a remedy, he marched to Behadurg- 
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hur, in order to raift by contribution tlie ne.^ 
ceiTary fupplies. 

In his route, the fmall villages were found 
to be deferted and the large ones increafed with 
numbers of armed perfons. By this time, Mr. 
Thomas’s troops, thinned by frequent defer- 
tions, amounted only to 300 men ; but thefe, 
had they been foldiers accuftomed to dlfcipline, 
would ftill have been fufficient to anfwer the 
purpofe of completing the reduction of the re-, 
bellious Zemindars. 

Arriving at Mundaka, the Zemindars of 
which place had been the original caufe of the 
mifunderftanding betwixt Appakandarow and 
Mr. Thomas, were found ready for the com- 
bat ; Mr. Thomas therefore, though with a 
ibrce fo inconhderable, hefitated not in making 
an immediate attack : in this he w^as fuccefsful, 
and having defeated the enemy, he found in 
the place plunder 'to the amount of four thou- 
land rupees. 

During thefe tranfadlions, the Begum Sum- 
roo, and the Mahratta governor of Delhi, 
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jealous of the afcendancy Mr. Thomas had 
acquired, fent a force to watch his motions : 
for the prefent he thought the moft prudent 
method to efcape obfervation would be by 
removing to a diftance, and his new levies 
bciiig now complete, he marched diretflly back 
to the town of Tejara. 

At this place Mr. Thomas received a letter 
from Appakandarow, who was llili detained 
in the fort of Kotepootiy by the mutinous ftate 
of his troops. His fituation had been rendered 
thus unpleafant by the intrigues of Gopaul 
Row, Scindia’s commander in chief. That 
chief had written letters to the principal lirdars 
in the army, }jromifing them payment of their 
arrears provided they would deliver up Appa 
as a prifoner. He further obferved, that he 
had but too much reafon to imagine the firdars 
would } ield a ready acquiefcence to this offer ; 
.that, dilrrefled for provifipns, and having his 
family with him, if Mr. Thomas could not 
come to his affiftance, he mufi: ultimately be 
compelled to throw himfelf on the mercy of 
his enemies. 
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On receipt of this letter, although it rained 
heavily and the day was far advanced, Mr. 
Thomas, without hefitation, fet off : he march- 
ed all that night and the beft part of the eii- 
fuing day and night through a conflant and 
heavy rain. About two o’clock in the morn^ 
ing he arrived at the fort of Kotepootly, The 
incelTant rain prevented his having any oppo- 
fition from the enemy without, and he en- 
camped under the walls of the fort. The 
communication was thus happily opened, 
and provifions being fent in, plenty fucceeded 
to the fcarcity before experienced. 

Mr. Thomas, aware that the force of the 
mutineers would daily become augmented, 
recommended to Appakandarow to evacuate 
the fort, and retreat to Kanoond. In the mean 
time he advifed that letters fliould be written 
to Scindia, to deprecate the refentment of that 
chief. Approving of Mr. Thomas’s propofal, 
Appakandarow appointed the enfiiing day for 
the accomplifliraent of his purpofe, and the 
buhnefs was conduced with fo much fecreiy 
and addreis, that until the moment of depar- 
ture every one feemed ignorant of the intend- 
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ed movement. At the appointed hour, Ap- 
pakandarow, attended bj a few perfoiis who 
ftill adhered to him, came put of the fort of 
Kotepootly with his family and effeds ; he was 
received by Mr. Thomas, and placed in the 
centre of a ftrong detachment, who formed 
around him, and commenced their march. 

In order toprotedf the baggage, Mr. Thomas, 
with the remainder of his force, remained be- 
hind for a fliort time, but the enemy now ap- 
pearing prepared to purfiie the detachment 
with determination to refcue Appakandarow, 
Mr. Thomas, without further delay, joined , 
that chief. They had not proceeded far when 
the van of the enemy made their appearance. 
Mr. Thomas, as the only means of inlpiring 
confidence, recommended to Appakandarow 
to mount an elephant, and fhew himfelf to the 
troops. The mcafure was inftantly adopted, 
and attended with the happleft effed ; for the 
enemy perceiving this refolute conduct thought ' 
it moft pnident to retire, and Mr. Thomas, 
wiihout further oppohtion, condiidted his chief 
in fafety to Kanoond. Appakandarow, releafed 
from hisembarraffment^w^as defirous of making 



A. D. X793.] GSOUOE THOMAS. 43 

a grateful return for the fervices that had been 
rendered . He adopted Mr. Thomas as his fon, 
prefented him with the fum of three thoufand 
rupees to purchafe an elephant and palankeen 
fuitable to the dignity of his ifation, ordered 
him to encreafc his force two hundred infantry 
and as many cavalry ; and finally, made over 
to him, in perpetuity, the difiridts of Jyjur, 
Byrce, Mandote, and Phatoda, which yield 
an annual revenue of a lack and fifty thoufand 
rupees. 

He was then difmified by Appakandarow, and 
diredted to complete the arrangement of the re- 
maining diftridls in the Mewatty country. 

This was become more neceffary ; a prin- 
cipal Zemindar, by name Gunga Bidien, and 
of the tribe called Aheer,^ had not only openly 
rebelled, but had made offers to Gopaul Row 
of furrendering up the diftrict to Scindia ; as 
an additional inducement for his acceptance, 

* This tribe can bring into the field' a body of fourteen 
tfionsand men. 
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the rebel fluted that the real amount of the 
revenues were much larger than what had 
been acknowledged by Appakandarow, and 
paid by him to Scindia as his lord paramount. 
Appa being apprifed of this treacherous corres- 
pondence, diredled Mr. Thomas without delay 
to march and attack the rebel. He, on dif- 
clofure of his treachery, fled to the mountain- 
ous part of the Mewatty country, and there 
fortified himfelf. The orders for the march 
had been kept a profound fecret in Mr. Tho- 
mas’s camp. Arriving fuddenly before the 
place, by a fuccefsful flratagem Mr. Thomas 
took Gunga Biflien prilbner, whom he fent 
to Appa. The fort w^as flill maintained by 
his nephew, and a garrifon of one thoufand 
men ; they had abundance of provifions, am- 
munition, and flores of all kinds ; the only in- 
convenience fuflained by the inhabitants was 
a fcarcity of water. This article was not to be 
procured within two miles of the place. Mr. 
Thomas, in the hope of compelling them to 
furrender, commenced a blockade; and the 
better to enfure fuccels he conflruded a chain 
of redoubts round the fort. 
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Whlifi: employed in the eredion of thefe 
pofts he had a narrow efcape for his life. Re- 
tired to fnatch an hour of deep and refrefhment 
from the tolls of the preceding day, Mr. Tho- 
mas was fuddenly awakened in the night by 
the noife and flrouts of the enemy. Repairing 
to an eminence in the neighbourhood, he had 
the mortification to perceive that his own 
people had given way, and the enemy were 
become mailers of a newly-finilhed redoubt, 
together with the arms and ammunition con- 
tained within: to add to his dillrefs he per- 
ceived a party advancing to the place where 
he Rood, unarmed and defencelefs, (the hurry 
of his being awoke not giving him time to le- 
cure either piRols or fide-arms) : fortunately 
how'ever for him, a faithful fervant had fol- 
lowed him with his fword, which taking from 
the man’s hand he prepared for his defence. 

From various quarters fpears were thrown, 
and matchlocks fired at him but without effed:. 
Perceiving a Rand of colours which his own 
men had left behind, he ftooped to pick them 
up, which the enemy obferving, concluded by 
the motion of his body that he had been 
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wounded ; they ruflied on him in numbers;, 
and wounded him in feveral places. This 
compelled him to relinquifh the colours and 
attack the enemy, whom he foon obliged to 


retreat Mr. Thomas then afcended an emi- 
nence, in order to difcover, if poffible> the 
direction his own troops had taken in their 
puhlianimous flight, but in vain. Faint from 
the wounds he had received in the late en- 
counter, he now retired within his trenches 
and got them drefled. The fiege of the place 
advanced apace, and two mines having been 
fprung with conliderable effect the garrifbn 
capitulated. 


During this flege Mr. Thomas and his 
people had undergone great hardfliip. Whilfl: 
the grain remained on the ground he was 
enabled to procure fuppiies from the neigh- 
bouring country, but the harvefl: being got in 
they were reduced to a fcarcity of provifions. 
His own tent, the only one in the camp, was 
converted into an hofpitai for the fick and 
wounded ; and the feaibn being fevcrc Mr. 
Thomas humanely fold his own horfes to pro- 
cure blankets for the men. 
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Mr* Thomas next marched to Jyjur : on his 
arrival at that place, the zemindars who had 
revolted, not chuhng to conteft the point, paid 
their rents^ and the troops received their ar- 
rears. 

Gopaul Row, the Mahratta general, was 
about this time fuperfeded in his office of 
lieutenant-general of the poffieffions of Scindia 
in Hindoftan. Luckwah Dadah and Jigwah 
Bapoo were appointed to fucceed him. In. 
this Rate of Mr. Thomas’s affairs, the army 
of thefe chiefs arrived in the vicinity of Appa’s 
country. That chief determined to pay his 
refpedls, and for this purpofe repaired to their 
camp ; at firft he was well received, but had 
not long remained when a fura of money was 
required of him under pretext of payment of 
an old tribute due to Scindia. He was more- 
over informed, that until this was paid he 
w’ould be detained in the camp. 

Unable to raife the fum demanded, Appa- 
kandarow Vvas under the neceffity of refigning 
the bed: part of his country into the hands 
of Bapoo Farnevefe, wffio had been appointed 


4 ^ 

by the cxprefs orders of the Poona government. 
Although the iiim required was lefs than two 
lacks of rupees, and many perfons in Appa’s 
family could eafily have alForded him affiflance 
in his diftrefs, not a man was to be found who 
■would now part with a rupee. The diftrids 
•were therefore made over in mortgage ; and 
the fura required by the Mahratta command- 
ers was advanced by Bapoo Farnevele. 

It was moreover ftipulated, that the troops 
kept up by Bapoo, for the purpofe of collec- 
tion, Ihould be paid from the treafury of Ap- 
pakandarow. In fiiort (fays Mr. Thomas 
in terms of indignation) it was plainly to be 
Ieen» that whoever might hereafter, by chance 
of war, obtain polTeflion of the diftrids in 
queftion, it was evident that by thefe concef- 
iions, Appa had for ever done away his own 
right.” 

Among thefe pergunnahs were three in the 
Mewatty country w'hich belonged to Mr. 
Thomas. The lols to him was fevere ; but, 
as he obferves with a conlideration highly to 
his credit as a foldier, « I had no caufe for 
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“ complaint when my principaT was ruined.’* 
After thcfe tranfadfipns Mr. Thomas was di- 
rcdted to affift the deputy appointed by Appa 
to coiredt the revenues of the remaining part of 
his country : a tafk of conhderable difficulty J 
iince the Zemindars, hearing of Appa’s deten- 
tion in the camp of the Mahrattas, had brokeri 
out into open rebellion againft his authority. 
To reduce them to obedience, Mr. Thomas 
marched with about eight hundred men that 
remained after the heavy fervicc he had lately 
experienced ; promptitude in planning, and 
vigour in execution, being ablblutely neceliary, 
Mr. Thomas, by his animated exertions, in a 
very fhort time captured fevcral of the princi- 
pal places, fome by day alTaults, and others by 
night. 

Among others, the capture of Byree appears 
interefting in the narration. In the fort, 
fays Mr. Thomas, “ excluhve of the garrifon,' 
were three hundred rajepoots and jauts. 
Thefe had been hired for the exprefs pur- 
“ pofe of defending the place, and it was here 
I was in the moft imminent danger of loling 
the whole of my party.- We had IlormedI 
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the fort, and were beat back with lofs ;. 
one of my flrdars was wounded, and, from 
“ the confuhon- that occurred,: left behind in 
“ the hands of the enemy; the danger was. 

every moment increahng, the town was on 
“ fire in fevcral parts, and our retreat nearly 
“ cut off by the flanieS’ that furrounded us. 

“ In this fituation, we had the additional 
mortification to perceive the mercilefs enemy 
febe on the wounded officer, and, with fa- 
** vage barbarity, precipitate him into the fire.. 
“ Equally animated, as enraged^ by this fpec- 
“ tacle, my troops now ruffied forward to the 
attack, with an ardour that was irrefifiible.. 
“ Having gained entire poffeffion of the fort, 
the foldiers, with clamorous expreffions of re- 
“ venge, infified on the death of every one of 
the garrifon that remained, and I w^as not in- 
dined to refufe; but- it coff us dear, the 
“ enemy to a man made a brave refinance. 
“ This coutefi: was continued fo long, as to 
“ afford time to thofe who had retreated, to 
“return: by this means, we were again em 
“ gaged, and at one time aimofi: overpowered ; 
“ but, receiving a reinforcement of our own. 
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party, the enemy, by flow degrees, began 
** again to retreat which they efFeded. I 
**= purfued with the cavalry: the enemy once 
more made a fland in the jungles adjoining 
to the town; when, after a fecond delperate 
conflid, they gave way on all tides, and 
mofl of them were cut to pieces.” 

Scarcely however had Mr. Thomas com- 
pleted the objeds of his march, when he re- 
ceived letters from Appa, of a tendency moil 
tinpromifmg : in thefe, Appa, after defcanting 
on his finances, the low ilate of w'hich did 
not permit him to retain longer, either Mr. 
Thomas or his troops, recommended him to 
difmifs his battalions, and repair to the head 
quarters, which were now in the country of 
the Row Rajah. 

In anfwer, Mr. Thomas ftated his utter im- 
poflibility to difcharge the men, without pre- 
vious payment of their arrears. He then 
marched to join Appa, andTound that chief in 
the vicinity of Alwar. Appa, after expatiating 
on the ungrateful condud of thofe perfons who 
bad enjoyed his confidence, informed Mr, 
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Thomas, in terms of apparent uneafinels, that 
the Mahratta commanders, who had become 
acquainted with his influence, and the part he 
had taken in thebuflneis againfl; the mutineers, 
confidered him as a dangerous perfon; as one 
who would, if occaflon occurred, a£fc againft 
the interefts of Scindia himfelf : they had 
therefore requeued of him to difeharge Mr. 
Thomas from the iervice. 

This information, however, Mr. Thomas 
found to be incorred ; for in a conference he 
had with Luckwa on the following day, that 
chief not only dlfclaimcd all idea of dlfap- 
jjroving Mr. Thomas’s condudl, but even of- 
fered him the command of two thoufand men 
in the fervice of Scindia. 

Mr. Thomas, for fevcral reafons, declined do- 
fing with t^is propofaL The diftrlds of Appa’s 
country were now in open rebellion ; and, not- 
withftanding the prefent deceit on his part, 
Mr. Thomas confidered himfelf under obliga- 
tions which could not be pafled over; that if 
he now quitted him, it would in all probability 
prove his utter ruin ; he therefore refolved to 
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adhere to Appakandarow, and endeavour to re- 
trieve his aiFairs. , 

Appa excufed himlelf for his late condiidi, 
and Mr, Thomas now prepared for his march. 
For the prefent he was interrupted by a requeft 
from Luckwa to afford his afTiftance in the 
redudfion of a fort which had refufed to pay 
the ufual tribute. Mr. Thomas, with the 
confent of Appa, joined the forces of Luckwa, 
and commenced their march. 

On their arrival before the place Mr. 
Thomas’s poft was affigned him; but his fbl- 
diers being now fix months in arrears, refufed, 
without payment, to proceed: in this exi- 
gency, Mr. Thomas, to fatisfy their demands, 
was once more compelled to part wdth his 
property; having done this, the foldiers re- 
turned to their duty. 

The enemy, in the hope of compelling the 
Mahrattas to raife the fiege, had taken pof- 
feffion of the ravines in the neighbourhood : 
feveral fkirmiflies took place, with lofs on both 
•fides. 
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A propofal was made- by Mr. Gardiner, tbc 
commandant of- a brigade of Scindia*s troops, 
to advance the fecond parallel ; a council af- 
fembled to confult on the mod eligible mode, 
but finding this could not be effeded without 
fird taking a redoubt which lay in their front, 
no perfon appearing inclined to rilk the enter- 
prife, the council broke up. 

On the enfuing day Mr. Thomas, of his own 
accord, took an opportunity, when the enemy 
were off their guard, to dorm the redoubt. 
Repeated attempts were made by the enemy to 
regain polTedion, but he bravely maintained 
himfclf in it, till a reinforcement arriving they 
gave up the conted, Mr. Thomas immedi- 
ately fortified the pod. 

The parallel was advanced, and the gar- 
rilbn perceiving no chance of fuccour from 
without, the commandant negotiated, and as a 
ranfom for the fort agreed to pay the fum of 
two lacs of rupees. Mr. Thomas received a 
fum fudicient to reimburfe him for the ex- 
pences he had incurred^ and was then diredled 
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to return to his own difliridts. Soon after his 
•arrival he reftored them to order. 

Mr. Thomas had by this time formed his 
men into a regiment confifting of two bat- 
talions; of thefe, one be detached to collect 
the revenues of the country, and with the 
other remained at Jyjur-. 

During thefe tranfadions begum Sumroo, 
in whofe fervice .Mr. Thomas had formerly 
been employed, was now trying every means 
in her power to effedl his ruin. She had even 
gone fo far as to bribe the Mahratta officers to 
advife his difmiffion; and a body of Mahrattas 
having joined her array, flie marched from 
Sirdhanna, her capital, and encamped about 
feventeen cols fouth-caft of Jyjur, 

This conduct in the begum Mr. Thomas 
attributed to the influence of the officers in 
her fervice ; and more particularly to that 
of LevafTo, who not only commanded her 
troops, but had lately received her hand in 
marriage. 
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On every occafion, he was the declared and 
inveterate enemy of Mr. Thomas; and had by 
his influence wrought in the begum her pre- 
fent detcrminatioi;. 

In the begum^s army it was publicly af- 
ferted, that their pretent deftination was 
againfl: Mr. Thomas. Her force, corrflfting of 
four battalions of infantry, twenty pieces of 
artillery, and about four hundred cavalry, \yas 
commanded by officers of tried and ackriow~ 
ledged abilities. Mr. Thomas, having recalled 
the battalion that had been detached, had 
now a regiment conflfting of two thoufand 
men, ten pieces of artillery, five hundred irrc* 
gulars, and two hundred cavalry. 

The diflenfions, however, that aroic among 
the begum’s officers, not only induced her to 
relinquifli her intention of attacking Mr. 
Thomas, but ended in her impriibnment, and 
the total fubverfion of her authority. The 
caufe of thefe diffienfions mufl: now be traced 
to its fource. 

Levafib, who bad the chief command of tlic 
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begum’s army, was jealous of the authority 
of Legois. This man is, a German; and fo 
named from Liege, the place of his nativity. 
He had been many years in habits ofintimacy 
and friendfliip with Mr. Thomas ; and, on the 
prefent occailon, had ftrenuoully dilTuaded the 
begum from the propofed hoflilities. This 
conduii: having given umbrage to LevaiTo, he 
by his influence with the begum, procured 
Legois’s degradation; and to render his dilgracc 
the more mortifying, his place w^as given to a 
Junior officer. 

A condu(fl ib inconfiftent and unjuft dif- 
gulted the foldiers, who for many years had 
been commanded by Legois, with whom alfo 
they had often fought and conquered. They 
Tcmonllrated, but in vain, againft the meafure; 
finding there was no hope of altering the be- 
gum’s rcfolution, they fuddenly broke out 
into open mutiny. They invited Ziiffur Yab 
Khawn, the fon of the late Sumroo by a 
former wdfe, who then redded at Delhi, to be- 
come their commander. In return, they pro- 
rpifed to feat him on the mufnud. For this 
purpofc, a deputation of the army, in fpite of 
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all the exertions of the begum, repaired to 
Delhi, and folemnly tendered him the com- 
mand. Zuffur Yah Khavvii, fearful of the in- 
trigues of his mother-in-law, at lail; confented. 
To relieve his apprehenfion, the deputation, 
in the name of the army, took an oath of 
fidelity to him on the fpot. 

m 

On the frit intelligence of the conipiracy 
the begum and Levailo, with a few of their 
old fervants, prepared for flight. It was their 
intention to have proceeded direftly to the 
Ganges, and to feck refuge in the country of 
the vizier Afuph ooi Dowla. 

In this refolution, however, they were un- 
fortunately intercepted. A party of cavalry 
which had been detached by Zuffur Yub 
Khawn’ on the firfi intimation of their flight, 
overtook and furrounded them at the village 
of Kerwah, in the begum’s jaghire, four miles 
diftant from her capital. Previous to the com- 
mencement of hoftilities the commandant of 
cavalry proclaimed a free pardon, and promife 
of their arrears, to the foldiers who ftill adhered 
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to the begum, On condition of their laying 
down their arms, and delivering up the begum 
and her hufband. 

In the confufion that arofe, and before any 
refoiution could be taken, fomefliot were fired, 
and a few men flightly wounded. The fbldiers, 
perceiving they had nothing to hope from the 
begum (who, they knew, only whhed to get 
away with her eifedls), openly declared them- 
felves for Sumroo’s fon. The infantry then 
furrounding her palanquin demanded her to 
furrender ; the cavalry at the fame time fur- 
rounded her hufband, who was on horfeback. 
The begum at that inftantdrewa poniard from 
her fide, and running the point of it acrofs her 
breaft drew a little blood, but with no inten- 
tion of killing herfelf. Her attendants calling 
for affiftance, LevafTo hearing the tumult de- 
manded to know what had happened. He was 
anfwered that the begum had killed herfelf : 
twice he put the fame queftion, and receiving 
the fame anfwer, with great deliberation he 
put a piflol to his mouth, fliot himfelf, and 
immediately fell from his horfe, “ The vil- 

lains (fays Mr. Thomasj who, the preceding 
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day, iiad llyied themfclves hh ihxc^, n'^Av 
“ committed every a(5t of inluit aiid .. ' y 

upon his corpfe! ” For three days ii niy 
cxpofed to the infults of the rabble, and was 
at length thrown into a ditch. 

Meanwhile Zuffur Yub Khawn advanced to 
Sirdhanna, whither the begoiii had already' 
been condudeed a prifbner ; and having aflumed 
the govern nient of the jaghire, tranquillity w'as 
foon rc-eftabl idled. 

Freed from the apprehenfion of hoflilities, 
Mr. Thomas now feduloufly employed him- 
fclf in the arrangement of the diitricts. 

Appakandarow, who during the late events 
had found means to fovv diiJcnfions between 
Tuckwa and flappoo Fernevefe, now reaped 
the fruits of his add refs. Finding thefe 
commanders at variance, he prepared to re- 
turn to Kanond ; and while on the march 
to that place, font written orders to Mr. 
Thomas to diimifs the colieclors ivho had been 
appointed by Bappoo, and to rcinftate his. 
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Mr. Thomas obeyed ; but Bappoo’s army 
amounting to three thoufand men, it cod; the 
lives of many to diipoifefs him. 

This affair however being at length termi- 
nated, Mr. Thomas had the long-expedied 
interview with Appa. They met at Narnoul, 
a place which had that morning furrendered 
to his arms. After the ftrongeft expreffions 
of fatisfadlion, and of the fenfe he entertained 
of his fervices, as proof of thofe fentiments 
AppalCandarow prefented Mr. Thomas with 
an elephant, a palanquin, fliawls, and other 
articles of value. 

A reception fo cordial was highly gratifying; 
but its efFedl was fbon diminifhed when, three 
days after, Appa demanded the delivery of a 
Bramin in the fervice of Bappoo Fernevefe, 
from whom he intended to exad a hnc. 

It muft here be remarked, that previous to 
the fiirrendcr of the fort this man, coming pri- 
vately to Mr. Thomas's camp, had offered terms 
for the delivery of the fort, for himfelf and two 
others who accompanied him ; as- the reward 
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of his treachery, he required fecurity of life and 
property, to which Mr. Thomas yielded a ready 
affent. 

Not with landing thefe affurances, Appa, at 
this time in want of a fupply of money, infix- 
ed on his delivery, which Mr. Thomas for th^ 
reafons above ffated as pofitively declined. 

To convince Appa of the juflnels of his rea- 
ioning, Mr. Thomas exhibited to that chief 
his own written orders, which had been com- 
municated at the commencement of hoftillties. 
,Theie pohtively fpecified that the fervants of 
Bappoo or his adherents who fubmitted fliould 
not fufFer either in peribn or fortune, but on 
the contrary were to be allowed a fafe condudl 
and fuitable efcort to Mattra or Delhi. 

In vain Mr. Thomas file wed this order; 
Appa continued inflexible, and contended 
moreover that as thefe people had formerly 
been in his own employ, he had on the prefent 
occafion a right to extort money. On quitting 
the durbar the bramin informed Mr, Thomas 
that he with others was willing to fettle ac- 
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counts with Appa, and only required that per- 
fons of integrity Ihould be appointed to ihfpctS: 
them. --To this likewife Appa refufed his con- 
fent; adding that if Mr. Thomas ftlll hefitated 
to deliver up the people his own confequence 
would thereby be lelTened in the eyes of his 
army. They parted mutually difTatisfied with, 
each other. To bring this buiinefs to an iffue 
Mr. Thomas fent a mefTage, offering to procure 
a perfon who, if the bramin w'as liberated, 
fliould become refponfible for the adjuflment 
of the accounts. Appa, highly enraged, and 
well knowing that the bramin owed him no- 
thing, not only rejedfed this propofal, but de- 
clined all further intercourfe. 

A few days after this altercation, Appa fent 
a meiiage to Mr. Thomas deiiring his attend- 
ance in the town. He went thither. On his 
arrival at the houfe he was informed by the 
fervants that Appa was unable to come down. 
Mr. Thomas, unwilling to give any caufe for 
offence, ordered the foldiers who had accom- 
panied him to remain- below ; and afeendiag. 
by himfeif, was, by a perfon on whofe attach- 
ment he could rch% introduced into his apart- 
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mcnt : to his no fmall furprife, that cliicf ap- 
peared in perfed health, but of this Mr. Tlio- 
inas took no notice. The difeourfe concerning 
the Braniin was renew^ed ; and Ihortly after 
Appa rifing from his feat, told Mr. Thomas he 
intended taking* a flight repafl, and would then 
return. Scarcely had he quitted the room in 
which they fat before Mr. Thomas was fur- 
prifed by the appearance of feveral armed men, 
He now began to fufpedl fome treacherous at- 
tempt againfl; his perfon might be intended ; 
but with that prefence of mind which on try- 
ing occaflons never forfook him, he continued 
firm on his feat, convinced that if on this oc- 
cafion he had retired it would have afforded 
matter of triumph to his enemies. 

In this fituation he remained until Appa re- 
turned to an adjoining room; from thence he 
fent Mr. Thomas a written order immediately 
to deliver up the perfons in queftion. Mr. 
Thomas perceiving matters were advancing to 
a crifis, and preferring death to difhonour, rofe 
from his feat, and refolutely told the peifon 
w'ho had delivered the order that he would 
never perform what was now required ; with- 


A. D. 1795.] GEORGE THOMAS. 65 

out further difcuilion he entered the apartment 
of Appa, his fword being in his hand, but as 
yet undrawn: the Mahratta chief,' on Mr. 
Thomas’s approach, appeared hefitating, and as 
if he was uncertain how to adl ; Mr. Thomas 
perceiving his confuhon took this opportunity 
of paying him the cullomary compliment, and 
retiring unmolefted, though fully determined 
to viht him no more. 

On his arrival in the camp, Mr. Thomas dif- 
patched his Dewan to Appakandarow with 
the following mefTage : — That compelled by 

a juft indignation againft the treachery of his 
“ proceedings he would no longer ferve him.** 
In making this declaration, Mr. Thomas had 
the fatisfadlion to find he was fuppbrted by 
the troops ; who, fired at the infult offered to a 
man whom they fo highly refpedcd, had de- 
clared with unanimous confent that they would 
remain no longer in the fervice of Appakanda- 
row. Intimidated by this fpirited refoiiition, 
Appa now wifhed to compromife the matter : 
he fent excufes to Mr. Thomas in mitigation 
of his treachery, and to enfure confidence came 
the next day in perfon to the camp. Willing 
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to forget the paft, Mr. Thomas received his 
chief with refped ; and matters having once 
more been placed on an amicable footings 
Appa told Mr. Thomas that he had received 
letters from Bappoo Farnevefe, requeuing the 
delivery of the perfons who had occafioned the 
differences, as a perfonal favour to himfelf. 
They were accordingly fent off to Muttra in 
the manner propofed. 

. Mr. Thomas was now dire<fled to repair to 
the Mewatty country, to colled: the tribute 
that had become due. Taking leave of Appa, 
he jn a few days arrived at Mewat ; his pre- 
fence at this jundiire was the more neceffary, 
perpetual quarrels having arifen between the 
colledors of Appakandarow and thofc who had 
been recently nominated by the Mahratta com- 
manders. Mr. Thomas, however, by his adive 
and fpirited condud on this occafion, by punifl> 
ingfome and conciliating others, at lad brought 
matters into a favourable train of fettlemcat. 
In the courfe of thefe tranfadions he had been 
under the neceffity of taking one of the forts 
by dorm, in which were found feveral pieces ef 
artillery, and an abundant dipplj of bullocks 
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and other carriage-cattle. Appakandarow, 
hearing of this capture, claimed as his right the 
artillery that had been found in the fort. Mr. 
Thomas as flreriu’oully inhfted on its being the 
property of the captors. Repeated altercations 
enfuedj till at length Appakandarow having 
fecretly gained over a body of GhofTeins, who 
were proceeding to their annual pilgrimage at 
Hurdwar, inftigated them to the attack of Mr. 
Thomas’s camp. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Defcnpttve account of the Hurdwar, and of the 
ammal pilgrimage — Mr. Thomas defeats the 
Ghojfems — the dijiri5is of Fanniput and Sone-‘ 
put are added to Mr. Thomas's poJJ'tfjhns — 
account of the city of Paimiputj and of the 
canal of All Merdan Khan, 

'' I ''HE mountains through which the Ganges 
flows at Hurdwar, prefent the fpeclator 
with the view of a grand natural amphi- 
theatre;. their appearance is rugged, and def- 
titute of verdure ; they run in ridges and blunt 
points, in a diredlion eafl and weft; at the 
baclrof the largeft range, rife, towering to the 
clouds, the lofty mountains of Himmalayah,.. 
whofe tops are covered with perpetual fnow, 
which on clear days prefent a moft fublime 
profped. The large jagged mallcs, broken 
into a variety of irregular fliapcs, added to 
their ftupendous height, imprefs the mind 
with an idea of antiquity and grandeur coeval 
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with the creation, and the eternal froft with 
which they are encrufted appears to preclude 
the poffibiiitj of mortals ever attaining their 
fummit. 

In viewing this grand fpeftacle of nature, 
the traveller may ealily yield his alTent to, and 
pardon, the fuperftitious veneration of the Hin- 
doo votary who, in the fervour of his imagi- 
nation, affigns the fummit of thele icy regions 
as the abode of the great Mahadeo, or Firft 
Caufe ; where, feated on his throne of ice, he is 
fuppofed to receive the homage of the 
rounding univerfe. ^ f 

Hurdwar is a place of great landlity, and 
rendered memorable for the pilgrimages made 
thither from a remote antiquity. 

About the latter end of March, and begin- 
ning of April, the pilgrims from Punjab, Guzu- 
rat, and the lowed: points of Bengal, affenible 
in prodigious numbers. 

In 1 794, not lefs than an hundred and fifty 
thoufand perfons were afiembled, though four- 
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teen days were ftill remaining before the pil- 
grimage would be completed. 

Brima and Bijfhun, or the creating and pra- 
ferving powers, are the principal obje£ls of 
worihip at Hurd war. The "temple, iituate at 
the foot of the mountain, is called Brimha- 
kood, or the refervoir of Brimha. Hither the 
pilgrims refort, and after purifying themfelves 
in the Ganges, they cut off their hair and 
ffiave themfelves. Thofe who die during the 
pilgrimage, are burnt on the banks of the 
Ganges, and their afhes thrown into the 
river. 

The pilgrimage to Hurdwar is effeemed of 
fuch confequence, as to be equivalent to that 
of Cafi (Benares), Puraug (Allahabad), or Chil- 
lumbrum, in the Carnatic ; and a devotee who, 
has vifited this place may be excufed from 
going to any other the remainder of his days. 
This pilgrimage never fails to benefit the in- 
habitants of Hurdwar and the neighbouring 
villages ; as out of the great number who re- 
tort there at the annual period, all perfons tire 
obliged to pay a duffoor,. or taz, to the bra- 
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mins and chokeydars of the villages. This 
amounts to a large fum. 

Exclufive of the profits before ftated, tho 
Mahrattas receive a tax upon horfes and ca- 
mels coming to the fair ; the former paying 
eight annas per head, and the latter fix annas; 
one half of this impoft is levied at the village 
Joalahpore, and the remainder at the Hurd- 
war. Hackerys, or wheel-carriages, pay a tax 
of eight annas, and the covered doolies for the 
women two annas. There is like wife a refoom 
(cuftom) upon the fiile of horfes and camelsi 
on the former ten per ce^nt, and the latter 
eight, w'hich is paid equally between the 
vendor and purchafer. Another mode by 
which the inhabitants enrich themfeives is, 
by raifing the price of grain and articles of 
provifion, though upon the balance this is not 
much againfi: the vifitors ; who, bringing along 
with them the produdion of their refpedfive 
countries, difpofe of their goods to advantage 
at Hurdwar. 

Hence this pilgrimage has been converted 
into a great fair, where all forts of merchan- 
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dize from yarlous parts of Hindoftan are 
fold. 

To Hurdwar are brought horfes, camelsj, 
mules, cloths from the Punjab, fliawls, fruit, 
faffron, muilc, Caflimerian wool, brafs, and 
tutinague ; cherries, an intoxicating drug, which 
bears an exceffire price in Bengal ; fire-arms 
from Lahore, and excellent Perfian feimi- 
tars. Thefe ic.veral articles are bought, ex- 
changed, and fold ; and, from the afifemblage 
of people compofed of fo many difierent na- 
tions, the place refembles a grand commercial 
emporium : added to this, thofe rajahs and 
petty chiefs, who vifit Hurdwar from religious 
motives, being attended by their troops, and 
their refpedtive fultes, contribute to accumulate 
the general mafs, fo that all is hurry, bufile, 
noife, and confufion. 

But to return to our narrative after this di- 
greffion. The Mahratta chief afore-mentioned, 
having inftigated the Gholfeins to attack Mr. 
Thomas in his camp, to encourage them, of- 
fered as a reward for their fervices, the fum of 
ten thoufand rupees. Thefe particulars were 
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communicated to Mr. Thomas by bis own 
vakeel, then refident with Appa. Incenfed at 
the indignity offered him by a condudl fo 
treacherous, he marched againft the Ghoffeins, 
whom he attacked and defeated with great 
iofs to them, and to himfelf but trifling. After 
the encounter, they fled towards Delhi; and 
not thinking themfelves fafe there, continued 
to retreat until they had croffed the Jumna. 

On the retreat of the Ghoffeins, Mr. Tho* 
mas expoftulated with Appa on the treachery 
of his condud;. He told him that .the late 
tranfadion was fo fhameful, that he could no 
longer remain in his fervice. Mr. Thomas par- 
ticularly expatiated on the treatment fuffained 
by a Mr. Taylor: whom, after unjuffiy de- 
priving of his command, Appa had confi4aed 
in the fort of Goalier, under the pretext of ex- 
torting money ; till finding the man was not 
either to be daunted by threats, or cajoled by 
promifes, he had at length given him his li- 
berty. Such,” faid Mr .Thomas with indigna- 
tion, *^ has been the fate of all who have ferved 

you with fidelity.” 
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As a Mahratta is feldom at a lofs for an ex- 
cufe, Appa, in anfwer to thefe charges, replied, 
that his own inability to attend to bufmefs 
(being confined by illnefs) had occafioned 
thofe who had undertaken to manage his con- 
cerns, to 3(51 in a manner fo unworthy ; that a 
dangerous diforder with which he had been 
long afilicfled was growing worfe every day, 
and that he wiihed much for a perfonal inter* 
view with Mr. Thomas before his death . In 
this letter, Appakandarow further urged, that 
the perfon w'hom he intended for his fuccefibr 
being young and inexperienced, he wiOied to 
avail himlelf of the benefit of Mr. Thomas’s 
counfel, Appakandarow being from experience 
well convinced no other perfon would be 
equally intcrefted with the welfare of his fa- 
mijiy. Finally he aifured Mr. Thomas, that in 
the propofed interview he would not only clear 
himfelf from the afperfions of treachery, but 
arrange every thing to their mutual fatisfadlion 
and advantage. 

This intimation excited no fmall degree of 
furprife in Mr. Thomas, but from pafi: expe- 
rience he did not chufe to place implicit re» 
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liance in the declaration of the Maliratta chief. 
He was thus reduced to a critical fituations 
for as on the one hand.it was difficult to re» 
fufe the requeft of fo powerful a chief ; fo on 
the other, a laudable regard for his perfbnal 
fafety, if treachery were intended, induced 
him to decline the propofed vifit. From this 
fl:ate of uncertainty and fufpenfe he was hap- 
pily relieved, by intelligence of a numerous 
body of feiks having made an irruption into 
the Dooab, and were at that time committing 
depredations in the vicinity of Seharunpore, 
the capital of the late Gholaum Cadir Kham . 

The apprehenhon of all parties was confi*. 
derabiy augmented, when it was knowm that 
on their firft onfet they had cut to pieces fome 
battalions of Mahratta troops Ifationed for the 
defence of that province. 

Although Appakandarow had no particular 
connexion wdth Seharunpore, he thought that, 
in common with other powers, he ought to 
exert himfelf to prevent further incurfions, 
efpeclally as his own diftridt would in all pro- 
bili ty be the next invaded by thcfe defperate ma- 
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rauders. He therefore dire(?led Mr. Thomas 
to march with his whole force, and %vith all 
poffible expedition, giving the moft exprefs 
injnndions to fight the feiks wherever he 
might come vtp with them in the Mahratta 
territories. 


Agreeably to thefe infbmdiions, Mr. Thomas 
loft no time in repairing to J3/jur; from whence, 
croffing the Jamna to the northward of Delhi, 
he advanced rapidly towards the enemy. They 
not being inclined for the epnteft thought pro- 
per to retreat, crofted the river, and returned 
unmolefted to the Punjab. Mr. Thomas in 
this place remarks, that w'hilft in the fervice of 
Begum Surnroo he had encountered the feiks 
on more than one occafion, and had already 
given them famples of his method of fighting; 
and though their number at this time was not 
more than five thoufind men, they had not 
only defeated the Mahrattas, but compelled 
them to take flielter in the fort of Jelalabad, 

Luckwa, commander of the Mahratta forces, 
hearing of the difgrace fuftained by his troops 
at Seharunpore, as likewife of the fubfequent 
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! flight of the feiks on Mr. Thomas’s approach# 

now requefled of Appa to permit this enter- 
prifmg man to raife a body of two thoiifand 
^ men for the protedlion of the province of Seha- 

mnpore, and other parts of the Mahratta pof- 
feflions. To this requeft Appa, though with 
difficulty, complied ; ^and in confequence of the 
purgunahs of Panniput, Soneput, and Karnaul, 
were affigned to Mr. Thomas, for the payment 
of two thoufand infantry, two hundred caivalry, 
and flxteen pieces of field artillery. Bappoo 
, Scindiah was nominated to the government of 

f, Seharunpore ; which with the country adjacent, 

at the period we are iipeaking of, pelded an 
annual revenue of ten lacks of rupees. 

, The fituation of the city of Panniput, and 

the celebrated canal in its neighbourhood, may 
perhaps Juftify a digreffion in its favour, and 
curiofity will be gratified in the detail of its 
^ anciei^t and prefent flate. 

Panniput is a city of great antiquity, and 
was inhabited by Mahomedans in the reign of 
Mahmoud of Ghuzna; who, during one of his 
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incurfions into Hindooflian, fettled a colony at 
that place. In the time of the emperor Shah 
Jehan, it was a populous city ; and in the 
reign of Mahomed Shah, was feledled by that 
prince as his principal refidence. In the year 
QQO of the Hijira, or A. D. 1525, the Mogul 
emperor Mahomed Baber invaded Hindooftant 
Ibrahim Lodi of the Patan dynafty at that 
time fat on the throne of Delhi* 

He prepared to relifi: the invader; and aflem- 
bling his forces, conduced them towards the 
frontiers. The rival armies met on the plains 
of Panniput; and a general engagement enfued, 
in which the forces of Ibrahim were totally* 
defeated, and himfelf (lain. The dcceafed mo- 
narch was interred on the fpot where he fell> 
by the command of Baber, who directed a 
tomb to, be ereded to his memory* This tomb 
is ftill to be feen, about three miles to the 
north -weft of the city. In commemoration of 
the victory, the Mogul prince direded a mag- 
nificent mofque to be built on the fpot where 
his owm tent was pitched, on the eaftern fide 
of the city. It is called Cabil Bang. 


n 
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This building, which exhibits one of the 
firfi: fpeciraens of Mahomedan grandeur among 
the Mogul race of princes, confifts of a fpacious 
apartment of forty feet fquare, with others ad* 
joining. It is furmounted at top by a mag- 
nificent dome, with hx-and-twenty others of 
fmaller dimcnfions. Thefe are attached to dif* 
ferent apartments on each fide, of the mofque* 
To the eye this building has a very grand ef- 
fect, but it is difficult to defcribe. The edifice 
is furrounded by a high wall of confiderable 
length, and within the enclofure are convenient 
habitations for the. attendants on the mofque. 
The wall is fianked with octangular paviKoras 
of red fione, and the entrances through the 
gateways are of the fame materials. 

The plain of Panniput has likewifb been 
celebrated in the hiftory of modern times. It 
was on this plain that the famous battle wa3 
fought in ] 702 between Ahamed Shah, the 
Duranny, and the Mahrattas. The latter were 
commanded by Vifwas Raou, a prince of tlic 
Mahratta empire, who was Ilain in the conteffi 
The lots of this adion wrefted from the Mali* 
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rattas the fovereignty of Hindooftan ; though 
the fupinenefs and efFeminacy of Ahamed Shah, 
after his fucceis, prevented his enjoying the 
fruits of his vidory.^ 


The city of Panniput is fituated in 20“ 22' 
of north latitude. Its circumference may be 
about four miles. It was formerly furrounded 
by a brick wall, which in many places is ftill 
entire. This wall, and a noble caravanfera of 
{tone adjoining the Delhi gate, was built at 
the expence of Nuwaub Rofhun A1 Dowlah, 
grand-chamberlain of the houfehold to Maho- 
med Shah. The remains of the Delhi gate 
are ftill handfome. It is built of brick, forty 
feet in height, arched at the top and flanked 
with towers of red ftone, and is connedled by 

* The partieular,s of this battle have been too ably de- 
tailed by the pen of colonel Brown, in a letter to the Asi- 
atic Society, to require comments in this place. It is here 
sufficient to remark, that no remains of the entrenched 
camp of the Mahrattas are now to be seen, the plain being 
perfectly level. But about a mile east of the city, two trees 
were pointed out to us by the natives, as the place where 
the Bhow’s tent was pitched previous to the battle. ' 
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a rampart within the city wall. The exterror if 

of this gateway is encrnfted with %^ery fine | 

chunam, and decorated with paintings of flow- j 

crs, in various patterns, executed in a flyle of ' j 

peculiar neatnefs and delicacy* 

In the centre of the city is. the flirine of a 
Mahornmedan devotee, by name Shah Shur- 
fuddeen Boo Ali Culindet, the Ion of Furruck- 
uddeen Iraki. Since his death, which happen- 
ed in the 724th year of the Hijerahi this maufo- 
leum has been repaired feveral times^ The tomb 
is fituated at the upper end of a fpaciolis fqtiare, 
at the enttance to which is a feffeen of perforate 
ed ftone-work ; bcyoiid this is the verandah ot 
portico, the roof of which is fupported by foilfr 
pillars of fungmuhuk^ a fpecies of black marble ; 
the pillars are twelve feet in height, havihg 
pedeftals of porphyry* The ciehng of this por- 
tico is decorated with paintings of flowers on 
fine chunam ; along the front of the veftibule, 
on a flab of w^hite marble, are engraved coup- 
lets in the Perfian language in black marble 
charaders. Thefe verfes ate in praife of the 
farufiity of the deccafed, and by the gperatiori 
F 
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of tlie arithmetical verfe called Abjud/-^’ give 
the date of his death in the 724th year of the 
Hijerah. 


Within the dome is the grave of Boo All 
Culindcr: it is fix fe6t by three, of white 
marble, and is covered by a pall of rich bro- 
cade. The whole is furroimded by a lattice- 
work of wood. Above is a covering of green 
filk, fupported by four pillarfi of wood, eiicruft- 
ed with mother of pearl. 


The revenues of this tomb were formerly 
confiderable ; but mofi: of them, during the 
troubles which have fubfifted in the upper 
provinces, have long fmee been confifeated, 

^he arithmetical verse called ABJUD, consists of the 
letters of the Arabic alphabet joined together so as to fond, 
articulate sounds, but without any meaning. It may be 
given as follows ii\. Roman character: 

Abjudi Hmonuuz’y huttee, CuUainuU; Saufozy hurshut suh-' 
hhuZfZiiZztig. 

Each of these letters having a numerical property, from- 
one to One thousand, by this operation the dates of inscrip-^, 
tioas are discovered. See Richardson's Dictionary, article 
Ahjud, 
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However, ftill there are from four to five hun- 
dred perfons attendant on the- fiirine. Thefe 
fubfift on the contributions of the charitable. 

The city, though now much decayed, and 
the population reduced, formerly contained 
many good houfes. The bazars, of which 
there are two, are of confiderablc length, but^ 
narrow ; they contain about three hundred 
Ihops tolerably well furnifhed. The trade of 
this place confifts in imports of fait, grain of 
all kinds, and cotton cloths: they export coarfe 
fugar. 

In the flouriiliing times of the empire. Pan- 
niput, fituatcd in the high road to...X^ahore, 
Cabul, and Perfia, was the emporium of the 
caravans from the north, and the feat of an 
extenfivc commerce. But the ravages occa- 
fioned by the diftraded Ifate of the empire, 
for more than half a century, have not only 
caufed a fad reverfe, but almoft annihilated its 
commercial relations with other countries. 
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CANAL OF ALI MEllBAN KHAN. 

Ill the reign of Shah Jehan, All Mercian 
Khan, a nobleman of the court of Perfia, who 
had revolted from Shah Abafs, entered into 
the fervice of the Mogul prince, having pre- 
Tioufly delivered up the important fortrefs of 
Candahar, of w^hich he w'as governor. 

This nobleman, being, a man of a public fpi- 
rit and a pattern of munificence, dug at his 
own expence a canal from the vicinity of the 
city of Panniput, near the head of the Dooab, 
W'hich extended to the fuburbs of Delhi. It 
comprehended a tra<ft of ninety miles in the 
extent, by w'hieh means the villages in the 
neighbourhood, and every where wdthin its 
influence, received a moll fiirpriling benefit in 
the cultivation of their lands. 

This noble canal*- runs in a diredion from 
north to fouth, and is, in general about ten 
miles diftant from the Jumna, until it joins 

* It is called bythe natives NEHUll BEIIEISIIT,. or 
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that river nine miles below the city of New 
Delhi. From this canal, while it exifted, a 
revenue was produced to the royal treafury of 
fourteen lacks of rupees per annum. At pre- 
fent it is out of repair, dried up, and in many 
places almofl: deftroyed ; and in the hands of 
the Mahrattas, its prefent polTefibrs, the culti- 
vation of the adjacent country fcarcely yields 
a lack of rupees. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Rejioration to her anthority of the Begum Somroo 
— account of Strdhannah — death and charac- 
ter of Appahandarow — capture of Samll — 
Mr, Thomas tnaixhes to Bannfut, 

J^ESUMING OTir narrative after the fore- 
going digreffion, it is neceffary to remark 
that about this time Begum Somroo, whole 
depofltion from authority we have before no- 
ticed, flill remained a prifoner at Sirdhannah. 
In a manner the moft abjed and defponding/ 
fhe addrclTed Mr. Thomas ; fhe Rated her ap- 
prehenhons of being poifoned, or otherwile 
put to death ; affirmed that her only depend- 
ance was on him, implored him to come to 
her affiftance, and, finally, offered to pay any 
fum of money the Mahrattas ffiould require, 
on condition they would reinftate her in her 
Jaghire, 

On receipt of thefe letters, Mr. Thomas, by 



A.D. 1795*] GEORGE THOMAS, S'/ 

an offer of 120,000 rnp^^s, prevailed on Bap- 
poo Scindia to make a movement towards 
SlrdbannCili. Convinced from his former ex- 
perience, that unlefs he could gain over a part 
of the troops under Zaffer Yab Khan to the 
Begum’s intercft, not only his exertions would 
be fruitlefs, but that fhe herfelf would be cx- 
pofed to the greateft perfonal danger, he 
therefore fet on foot a negotiation for this pur- 
pofe,'in which having fucceeded, he marched 
and encamped with his' whole force at the 
village of Kathoolee, eight cofs to the north- 
eaft of Sirdhannah. Here Mr, Thomas, puh- 
licly gave out that unlefs the Begum was re- 
inflated in her authority, thofe w^ho refilled 
niufl expedl no mercy ; and to give additional 
weight to this declaration, he apprifed them 
that he was adling under the orders of the- 
Mahratta chiefs. 

This intimation was at firfl attended with 
dcfircd effcdl. Part of the troops belonging 
to the gnrrifon inflantly mutinied, confined 
Zaifer Yab Kkan, and declared for the begum."’ 
Mr. Thomas, however, who well knew that 
no reliance could be placed on the capricious 
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temper of troops accotomed to frequent mu- 
tinies, lofl: no time in advancing to Sirdlian? 
nah, but before he reached that place^ a counr 
ter-re volution had already proclaimed the re- 
ftoration of Surproo’s foq, 

Efcorted by only fifty horfe of approved 
fidelity, Mr. Thomas entered the cantonments, 
having at the time he fet out directed four 
hundred of his infantry to follow him with all 
ppffible expedition; the arrival of the latter 
force- was particularly fortunate, as Zaffer Yab 
Khan, on Mr. Thomas’s firfl appearance, per- 
ceiving him flightly attended, thought he had 
now got him into hb power, and inffcru<^led , 
te fbldiers to threaten }nm with inflant death j 
but at that moment the reinforcemerit above- 
mentioned arriving, and the nnitinecrs think- 
ing the whole Mahratta force was at hand, not 
only gave over their defign, but now became 
as fubmiffive as. they had before been hifolent. 

Abandoning' the eaufe of Somroo’s fon^ they 
endeavoured,, through the Begum’s mediation, 
to deprecate the. refentment of the Mahratta 
commanders : to this the Btgum having con- 
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fented, an oath of fidelity was adnimiftercd to 
the troops, and file was finally reinftated in the 
full authority of her Jaghire. 

Somroo’s fon, after being plundered of his 
efFeds, was reconduded a prifoncr to Delhi. 
Fart of the fum fiipulated was now paid to 
Bappoo Scindia^ and the remainder promifed. 
An interview took place between the Begum 
and the Mahratta chiefs, when every thing 
being amicably adjufiied, the army quitting 
Sirdhannah repaired to their relpedive defih 
nations. ■ ' " . 

The refforation of the B’egum to her autho- 
rity, affords us an opportunity of giving a de- 
tailed account of her Jaghire. 

Sirdhannah, the refidcnce of Begum So ra- 
roo, is the capital of a fmall principality, fitu- 
ated in the. centre of the Dooab, in latitude 
SQ** 10' north, and about thirty-five cofTes dli- 
tant from Delhi. This Jbghire was from early 
times rich and fruitful ; it was firft peopled by 
a I'lindoo rajah named Sirkhut. When the 
famous Mahmood of Ghnzna invaded Kindoo- 
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ilan, he fettled a colonj of Muflulmans in this 
diftriiR:, and diftrib-uted lands to them in feve- 
lal parts of the country. When the pofteritj 
of Tinioor became firmly feated on the throne 
of India, Sirdhannah was firfi: attached to the 
.province of Sehaurunpore, fituated at the head 
of the Dooab, and at the foot of the mountains 
called Sewalick. In the reign of Mahmood 
Shah it was affigned as a Jaghirc to the famous 
Knmmur t/ddeen Khan; and fubfeqnent to 
that period it was held by an omrah named 
Yacoob Ali Khan, of the court of Alumgeen 
the Second. 

On the death of that monarch, the province 
of Sehaurunpore was poffeficd by the Nawaub 
KujufF Khan, prime miniller to the prefent 
king, and he allotted Sirdhannah and its dc- 
pendancy to Somroo, a German, who had been 
m the fervice of Coffim Ali Khan, the depofed 
fubah of Bengal. This man is wx!! known to 
the Englilli by the Ihare he bore in the dread- 
ful cataftrophe of Patna. On the death of 
Somroo, which happened in the year ly/b, 
Nujuif Khan delivered over the pergunnah to 
Ills widow the prefent Begum, on condition of 
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her keeping up a force of three battalions of 
infantry for the prote6:ion of the province. 

When NujufF Khan .died, the Begum Hill 
kept poiTeffioh of her jaghire, from which time 
until the period we are fpeaking of, her iitua- 
tion has been fully detailed in recent publica- 
tions.'^' 

The habitation of Begum Somroo is in a 
large and fpacious inclofure, equal in many 
refpedls to a fortified town. The houle is well 
built, and handfomely furnifhed, partly after 
the European and partly after the Elindooflany 
ftyie : thefe blended together have a fmgular 
though not upon the whole an unpleafmg ap- 
pearance. Hofpitable in her manner, the Be- 
gum’s table is furnifiied with every thing the 
country can afford. European articles of all^ 
kinds are procured from Calcutta. 

It has bceh the conftant and invariable ufage 
of this lady to exadf from her fubjedlis and fei- 
■\ants the moil* rigid attention to the cufloms 

Cojisult the Ilistwy of Shall Aulnin. 
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of Hindooftan. She is never fecn out of doors, 
or in her public durbar unveiled. 

Her officers and others, who have bufinefs 
with her, prefent themfeives oppofite the place 
where llie fits. The front of her apartments 
is fnrnifhed with cMcqiies or Indian fereens, 
thefe being let down from the roof. In this 
manner flic gives audience, and tranfadls buh- 
nefs of ail kinds. She frequently admits to 
her table the higher ranks of her European 
officers, but never admits the natives to come 
within the inclofure. On dinner being an- 
nounced, twenty or thirty of her female attend- 
ants, moil of them chriilians, repairing to the 
Outer door, there receive the diflies and place 
them upon table ; they w^ait on the company 
during the repaid, which is always plentiful 
and well ferved/‘^‘ ■ 

* Begum Somroo is about forty-five years of age, smal! 
in stature, but inclined to be plump. Her complexion is 
very fair, her eyes black, large, and animated ; her dress 
perfectly Hindoostany, and of the most costly materials. 
She speaks the Persian and Hindoostany languages with 
lluency, and in, her conversation is engaging, sensible, and 
spirited. 
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The Begum being thus reftorcd to her au- 
thority, Mr. Thomas next received orders to 
proceed to Samli, and punifli the commandant 
of that place for his condudl in encouraging 
the feiks in their iritended incurhons into the 
Dooab, and having communicated to them the 
defenceleti ftate of the upper provinces. 

After a fatiguing and difficult march of 
thnty cofs in one day, Mr. Thomas arrived be- 
fore Samli.'^ An adtion took place, in which 
the commandant, after a moft gallant refill:- 
ance, was defeated, and compelled to retreat 
into the town. Mr, Thomas, perceiving the. 

* Samli is a large town situated near the head of the 
Dooab, in the province of Sehaurunpore. It is two mile.s 
in circumference, and contains many handsome houses both 
of brick and stone. The streets intersect each other at 
right angles, and have separate gates at their entrances^ 
which at night are shut for the security of the inhabitants. 
'At Samli is a large bazar and a mint where money used 
formerly to be coined. But the trade of this -place, like 
many others in the Dooab, is now mwch on the decline 5 
and, with the exception of a few coarse cloths, the manu- 
factures are at a stand. In its present state, the villages 
attached to the pergunnah of Samli yield a revenue of 
about 50,000 rupees, though in the flourishing times of the' 
empire it isras far more considerable. 
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neceffity of bringing this affair to a Ipccdy 
conclufion, in the evening of the fame day 
gave orders for an aifault, and carried the 
place by ftorm. The commandant, his fon, 
and mofl of his adherents, were cut to pieces. 

Having arranged the affairs of Samli, and 
appointed a civil governor on the part of the 
Mahrattas, Mr. Thomas repaired to the camp 
ofBappoo Scindia, with whom, by order of 
Appakandarow, he now aded in concert. 

Bappoo Scindia, when joined by Mr. Tho- 
mas, was employed in the redu(5lion of Luo- 
lipwty, a place of confiderablc fiircngth. A 
J pra<3:icable breach being cffcclcd, preparations 
were made for itorming; when the command- 
ant, feeing he was likely to be luiiucccfsful in 
defending the fqyt,. to fave a further cffufion 
of blood, came' privately to Mr. Thomas’s 
' tent, and there made terms for the delivery of 
the place, which, on the enfuing morning, 
were performed with punduality. 

A circumflance now arofe which had con- 
hderable efFe(5:l: not only with regard to the iiw- 
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, mediate fituation of Mr. Thomas’s affairs, but, 
in changing the future fortune of his eventful 
life. 

Two days previous to the redudion of Samll, 
he received a letter from Appakandarow, in 
which that chief informed Mr. Thomas, that 
from continued illnefs his pains were augment- 
ed to a degree which had now become into- 
lerable, and no hopes appearing of recovery 
from the cruel diffemper under which he la- 
boured, he had determined to put a period td 
his mifery by a voluntary death 1 For this pur- 
pole he was on his way to the Ganges, but re- 
quefted of Mr. Thomas to come and fee him 
once more before the feene was clofed for ever. 

On receipt of this intelligence, Mr. Thomas 
fet out immediately to meet, and, if poffible, 
afford confolation to his defponding chief; but 
he had not advanced far, when the melancholy 
intelligence reached him of Appakandarow’s 
having voluntarily drowned himfelf in the 
river Jumna. 

Such was the end of Apj)akandarow> a chief 
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intrepid and enterprizing, who, amid the tran^P 
a<5lions of later times, and the varions revolu- 
tions of Mahratta politics in Hindooftan, had 
borne an adlive and diftinguiflied part. 


The death of Appa was on feveral accounts 
unfavourable to Mr. Thomas’s intcrelis. Vavon 
Row, his nephew and fuccelTor, was a youth 
vain and inexperienced, and better adapted to 
the life of an accomptant than that of a general. 


InRigated by the fuggeftions of perfons who 
iurrounded him, the incautious youth was 
perfuaded to demand reftitution -from Mr. 
Thomas of the diftridts which had been given 
him by his uncle, as an honorable reward for 
the fervices he had performed. Agreeably to 
this refolution, he had the w eakneis to order 
his troops to take polTeffion of the diftridls in 
queftion. 

Mr, Thomas, indignant at a conduct he fa 
little merited, peremptorily refufed compliance 
with the order. He reprefented to that chief, 
by letter, the impropriety of his prefent pro- 
ceeding j deqlared his firm refolution to mairi- 
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tain pofleliion of the diftricls ; pointed out to 
him the fatal cfFcds that niuft neceifarily arife 
to both parties if the. quarrel was purfued fur- 
ther; and, finally, for the fake of peace, and 
to prevent future difagreements, acquainted 
Vavan Row that he -was willing to pay a funi 
of money if left in quiet pofTeffiom 

1?hefe remonftrances, ' however founded on 
reafon or juftice, were of no avail : Vavon Row 
would liften to no terms but the implicit ceR 
fion of the whole. The matter could there- 
fore only be decided by an appeal to the fword. 

On Mr. Thomas’s arrival at HofTellee, a large 
Village forming part of his pofTeffions, he per- 
ceived it in the hands of the enemy ; and Va* 
von Row, prepared to defend it, encamped 
under the walls of the fort. 

Unwilling to pufh matters to ail extremity, 
if by any means it could be avoided, Mr. Tho- 
mas drew off his force to a fmall diffeance, and 
gave particular orders to his own people to for- 
bear all ads of hoftility on their part. This 
mode of condud was of no avail ; for the 
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troops of Vavon Bow coming daily from their 
own camp, infulted and fired upon Mr. Tho- 
mas’s men, by which feveral of them were fe- 
verely w^ounded. 


The enemy, reinforced by a large body of 
the peafantry, and headed by the zemindars 
of their refpe<ti:ive villages, were now become 
. fo formidable, that Mr. Thomas refolved to 
bring the bufinefs to an ifTue. He accordingly 
attacked them. The affair w’as quickly de- 
cided ; the enemy fled in all diredions ; and 
the greater part, having taken flielter in the 
fort of Kuflbilec, were folloW'cd by Mr. Tho- 
mas, wdio immediately commenced the fiege 
of that place. Having, ereiSted batteries, he 
ordered the grates for beating fliot to be got in 
readinefs ; which being done, he fired fo fuo 
cefsfully with red-hot fliot, that he quickly 
compelled them to furrender at diferetion. 


It was now agreed that an interview be- 
twixt Mr. Thomas aiijd Vavon Row fliouid 
take place at Kanond, whither the former had 
marched for that purpofe. On his arrival, 
however, Vavon Row, pretending to be fearful 
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of treachery, refufed to come out of the fort ; 
and Mr. Thomas, for fimilar reafons, was un- 
willing to enter it. The negotiations 'were 
therefore broken off ; and Mr. Thomas, conti- 
nuing to confider this Mahratta chief as an 
enemy, led his troops toward the frontiers*. 

This meafure was rendered more neceflary, 
and his attention called to the defence of his 
northern purgunnahs, which had recently been 
invaded by ^ the feiks. 

But the mention of this remarkable peopjey 
leadin'g .us afide for a while from the ordinary 
courfe of our narrative, invites a detail of the 
prefent ftate of the Punjaub, or country fitu- 
ated between the Indus and the Sutledge. 
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Geographical defcripiton of. the Ttnijah^ — of the 
felh) their manners, enjhms, forces, and re- 
fources, 

T he extenlive and fertile country deicribcd 
by Arrian and other antient hifiorians, as 
comprehended within the five great rivers, the 
Hydafpcs, the Hydraotes, the Acefines, the 
Hyphafis, and the Sutledge, is, by modern geo- 
graphers, denominated Punjab. 

On the north it is bounded by the mountains 
inhabited by the tribe called .Yoofiif Zey ; on 
the cafi: by the mountains of Nairn, Serinna- 
ghur and Jumbo ; on the weft by the river 
Sind or Attock and on the fouth by the dif- 
tridls of Pannipiit, and the province of Harri- 
anah. It is two hundred and fifty cofies from 

This river above the city of Attock is called by the 
natii^es A,ba Seen. 
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liortli to foLith, and nearly one hundred from 
call: to weft. Notwithftanding the ftate of 
warfare in which the chiefs of Punjab are con- 
ftantly involved, the country is in a' ftate of 
high cultivation ; and though the population 
be great, grain is cheaper than in any other 
part of India. This advantage in a great mea« 
lure is derived from the numerous rivers by 
which it is watered. Advancing from the fouth, 
a traveller meets in rapid fiicceftion the Serfooty, 
the Cugger, the Chowah, and the Sutledge. 

The Serfooty, after paiftng the towns of 
Mooftufabadj Shahabad, and Tebnafler, and 
overflowing the country on each of its banks, 
joins itfelf to the Cugger to the north-weft of 
Kaythui. 

The Cugger, on the contrary, after pafting 
the towns of Bunnoor, Seyfabad, Puttialah, 
Jowhana, and Jomalpore, enters the country of 
the Batties at the town of Arwah, formerly the 
capital of the diftridl. The Chowah, in like 
manner, after pafting through an extenfive 
tradl of country which it fertilizes and en- 
riches, is finally loft in the fands of Sonaum. 
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The ^^unjab yields to no part of Indha in fer- 
tility of foil ; it produces in the greatoft abund- 
ance, fugar*cane, wheat, barley, rice, pulfeofali 
forts, tobacco, and various fruits; and it is alfo 
•well fupplied with cattle. The principal manu- 
fadlures of this country are fwords, match-locks, 
cotton cloths, and fiiks both coarfc and fine. 

This nation. If united, could bring; into the 
field from fifty to fixty thoufand cavalry, but 
it is Mr. Thomas’s opinion that tlicy will never 
unite or be fo formidable to their neighbours 
as they have heretofore been. Internal com- 
motions and civil ftrife have of late years gene- 
rated a fpirit of revenge . and diiunion among 
the chiefs, which it will take a long time to 
overcome. 

The number of cavalry which It is fuppofed 
this nation was able to alfemble has been con- 
fderably over-rated, in confequcncc of a cu'ftom 
which formerly obtained among the Seiks, of 
forming an affociation of their forces under a 
particular chief. From this affociation of their 
forces they had the general intercfls of the 
community in view. To thofc who were ig- 
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norant of the fecret caufes: of the airociation;, 
this jun(5lion of forces was frequently miftaken 
for the army of an individual ; and this error 
was perhaps increafed by the natural partiality 
of the Seiks themfelves to magnify the force and 
enhance the charadcr of their own nation. 

It has been remarked, that the Seiks are able 
to collefl from fifty to fixty thoufand horfe ; 
but, to render this number effedlive, thofe who 
do not take the field, or who remain at home 
to guard their pofTefiions, mufi: be included. 

Efirmating the force of the different difi:ri61:s> 
the aggregate will be feen in the fubjoined 
fchedule.'^ 

Cavalry^ 


Tlie districts south of the Sutledge, j - i^jooo 

The Dooab, or country between the Sutledge 

and Beyah, - - - 8,000 

Between the Beyah and Rowee, - - 11,000 

Force of Bugheei Sing, chief of Pattialah, - 1 2,000 

The countries above Lahore, the inhabitants of 
which are chiefly under the influence of 
Runjeet Sing, - , - - 1 1,000 

To which may be added the force of Nizamud- 

deen Khan, - - - - 5,000 

Roy Elias, - ■ - - 1 j30o 

Other Patan chief?, in pay of the Seiks, - 800 


Grand total 


64,000 
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By this ftatement it will appear that the en- 
tire force of this nation, exclufive of the dlftri 61 : 
held by Zemaun Shah, eaftward of the Attock;"'^' 
can amount to no more than fixty-four thou- 
i'md men, and of thefe two-thirds might pro- 
bably take the field, wxre a chief of experience 
and enterprize to appear amongst them ; but 
this in Mr. Thomas’s opinion is highly impro- 
bable. The chief of mofi: confequer.ee at pro- 
fent is Kunjeet Sing : he having pofid'fion of 
Lahore, which may be termed the capital of 
the Punjab, has acquired a decided afcendancy 
over the other chiefs, though he be frequently 
in a {fate of warfare with his neighbours who 
inhabit that part of the ...country fituated be- 
tween the Bey ah and the Rawee. This chief 
is deemed by the natives as the mofi: powerful 
among them. Pie pofielTcs one tho.ufand horfe, 
which are his owm property. 

The repeated invafion of the Punjab by fmuH 
armies, of late years, alFords a convincing proof 
that the national force of the feiks cannot be 

* These distrifts are computed to reach from Sirhind to. 
the banks of that river. 
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fo formidable as has been reprefented. Several 
inftanccs occur in iupport of this alTertion. Not 
many years lince, Dara Row Scindia invaded it 
at the head of ten thoufand men ; though not 
more than fix thoufand of that number deferved 
the name of troops, the remainder beinga defpi- 
cablc rabble. Though joined on his march by 
two chiefs, Buggeel Sing and Kt-irrum Sing, he 
was at length oppofed by Sahib Sing, the chief 
of Fyzealpore. That chief was encamped under, 
the walls of KufToor,^ having the river Cuggef 
in his front ; was defeated in an engagement^ 
and the enfuing day the fort furrendped». Sa- 
hib Sing then agreed to pay the Mahrattas a 
fum of money, and moil of the chiefs fouth oF 
the Sutledge having by this time fubmitted to 
Dara Row, oppofitioii was at an end. 

It was fuccefTively invaded by the armies of 
Ambajee, Bala Row, and Nana Furkiah, who 
drove the feiks repeatedly before them. 

In 1800 Mr. Thomas himfelf entered their 
country at the'liead of five thoufand troops and 

* Kussoor, a fort south of the river Sutledge. 
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fixty pieces of artillery ; and though by the 
inftigation of enemies, who promifed them 
affiftance, the chiefs fouth of the Sutledge and 
in the Dooab (or country between the two 
rivers^) combined againtl him, yet he pene“ 
trated as far as the Sutledge. During that 
campaign he never faw.mpre than ten thoufand 
'Seiks in one army : be remained in their coun- 
try fix months, two of which were paffed. 
without competition, and he finally compelled^ 
them to purchafe peace. 

Of late years the rajah of Serinnagur has 
Hkewife made fome conquefis in Punjab, chiefly 
between the Beyah and the Sutledge ; and Ni- 
sramuddeen Khan, the patan before mentioned, 
has alfo acquired territory yielding a. revenue 
of three lacks of rupees per annum. 

' The Seiks, though united, have never made 
any confiderable oppofition againfi: the force of 
Zemaun .Shah, who has frequently attacked 
them '^ but it may be urged, that a great dif- 
ference is to be expedled from a formidable 
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army of fixt.y thoufand men, led on by the Sliali 
in pcrfon, and the princes of the blood, com- 
pared with the detached bodies already de- 
fcribcd. Hence it would appear that this na- 
tion is not fo formidable as they have been 
reprefented, and in all probability they never 
■will be formidable when oppofed by regular 
troops. 

The Seiks are armed with a fpear, match- 
lock, and feymetar. Their method of fight- 
ing, as deferibed by Mr. Thomas, is fingular : 
after performing the req-uifite duties of their 
religion by^ ablution and pray^er, they comb 
their hair and beards with peculiar care ; then 
mounting their horfes, ride forth towards the 
enemy, with whom they engage in a continued 
fkirmilli, advancing and retreating until man 
and horfe become equally fatigued. They then 
draw off to fome diftance from the enemy, and 
meeting with cultivated ground, they permit 
their horfes to graze of their own accord, while 
they parch a little gram, for themfeivcs 
after fatisfying nature by this frugal repaft, if 
the enemy be near, they renew the ikirmirtiing. 
Shpuld he have retreated they provide forage. 
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for their cattle, and endeavour to procure a 
meal for themfelves. 

Seldom indulging in the comforts of a tent, 
whilft in the enemy’s country, ti.e jcpail of a 
feik cannot be luppofed to be either fa mptuous 
or elegant. Seated on the ground with a mat 
fpread before them, a bramin, appointed for the 
piirpofe, ferves out a portion of food to each 
individual,' the cakes of flour which they eat 
during the meal ferving them in the room of 
difhes and plates.'^ 

The feiks are remarkably fond of the fiefli 

* Docs not this circumstance recall our ideas to the si- 
firation of iEneas and his companions, shortly after their 
landing on the coast of Italy ? The condition of .-(Eneas 
exhibits a specimen of primeval simplicity of manners 
among the Romans, no less singular tliun the coincidence 
of cuftoms exifting in Punjab , at the present day appears 
iirikingly intereiling. 

Consuintis hie forte aliis, ut vertere morsiis 
Pxiguam in Cererem penuria adegit edendi, 

Et ■violare manu malisq. audacibus orbem 
Fataiis cruft i, patuUs nec parcere quadris, 

"l-Isas ! ctiam uiensas consumimus, inquit lulus. 

Vh'g, lib. p 
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of the jungle hog, v/hich they- kill in the chace : 
this food is allowable by their Ikw, They iike- 
wife eat of mutton and fifli ; but thefe being 
deemed unlawful the bramins wdll not partake, 
leaving- thofe who chufe to tranfgrefs their in- 
iditutes to anfwer for themfclves. In the city 
or in the field the feiks never fnioke tobacco : 
they are not, however, averfe to drinking fpi- 
rituous liquors, in w'hich they fometimes in* 
dulge to an immoderate excefs ; and they likc- 
■wife freely take opium, bang, and other intoxi- 
cating drugs. In their convivial parties each 
man is compelled to drink out of his own 
velTeL - 

Accuitomed from their earlieft infancy to a 
life of hardihip and difficulty, the feiks defpife 
the comforts of a tent ; in lieu of this, < each 
horfeman is furniffied with two, blankets, one 
for himfelf and the other for his horfe. Thefe 
blankets, which are placed beneath the faddle, 
with a gram bag and heel ropes, comprize, in 
time of war, the baggage of a feik. Their 
cooking utenfils are carried on tattoos. Con- 
fidcring this mode of life, and the extraordinary 
rapidity of their movements, it cannot be 
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matter of wonder if they perform marches^ 
which, to thofe who are only accuftomed to 
European warfare, mull appear ulmoft in- 
credible. 

The Seiks, among other cuftoms fmgular in 
their nature, never fuffer their hair or beards 
to be cut: confequcntly, w'hen mounted on 
horfeback, their black flowing locks and half- 
naked bodies, which are formed in the ftouteffc 
and moft athletic mould, the glittering of 
their arms, and the fize and fpecd of their 
horfes, render their appearance impofiiig and 
formidable, and fuperior to mod. of tlie ca- 
valry of Flindoo dan. 

In the ufe of their arms, cfpecially the 
matchlock and fabre, they arc uncommonlv 
expert ; fome ufe bows and arrows. In ad- 
dition to the articles of drels w^hich have been 
deferibed in recent publications of the times, 
Mr. Thomas mentions that the arms and wriits 
of the Seiks are decorated with bangles of gold, 
filver, brafs, andiron, according to the cirenrn- 
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fiances of the wearers ; hut among the chiefs 
of the refpedive tribes, the horfe-furniture, in 
■which they take the greateft pride (and which, 
with the exception of the inlaying of’ their 
fire-arms, is their luxury), is uncommonly 
Splendid; for, though a feik will fcruple to 
expend the mofi trifling fum on his food or 
clothing, he will Ipare no expence in endea- 
vouring to excel his comrades in the furniture 
of his horfe, and in the richnefs and bright- 
nefs of his armour ; a' circumfiance which ap- 
pears to bear no inconfiderable refemblance tQ 
the cufioms of the ancient Spartans,^ 

Confiderable fimllarity in their general cufi 
toms may be traced with thofe of the Jauts. 
Though thefe in fome diftrifts apparently vary, 
the difference is not material ; and their per-^ 
mitting an interchange of marriages with the 
Jauts of the Dooab and Harrianah, amounts 
almofi to a conclufive proof of their aflinity 
of origin. 

The Seiks allow foreigners of every deferip- 
tion to join their ftandard, to fit in thefi com'* 

* See Cornelius Nepos;^ and Pausanias., 
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|)any, and to fimve their beards ; but, cxccptiog 
in the inftance of the Jauts, they will not con^ 
lent to intermarriages ; nor will they cat or 
drink from the hands of an alien, except he 
be a bramin, and for this call they always pro- 
fefs the higlicft veneration. 

If, indeed, Ibiiie regulations which are in 
their nature purely militarjh and which were 
introduced by their founder Nanick, be ex- 
cepted, it will be found that the Seiks are nei* 
ther more or Icfs than Jaiits in their primitive 
Irate. - 

Thus far, fays Mr. Thomas, we have feen 
^he fair lide of the pldlure ; let us now con- 
sider the reverfe. — The Seiks arc falfe, fangui- 
nary, and faithleis ; they are addickd to plun- 
der, and the acquirement of wealth by any 
means, however nefarious. Jnflanccs have oc- 
curred of a child’s arm being raifed againffe 
his parent, and of brothers dcfooyiiig each 
other. 

Women amongil them are held in little 
cfbmation, and though ill treated b}' their 
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hufbands, and prohibited from accompanying 
them in their wars, thefe unhappy females ne- 
vcrtbelefs attend to their domefllc concerns 
with a diligence and fedaloufnefs deferving of 
a better fate. 

Inftances, indeed, have not unfreepently 
occurred, in which they have adbually taken 
up arms to defend their habitations from the 
defultory attacks of the enemy, and through- 
out the conteft behaved therafelves with an 
intrepidity of fpirit highly praifeworthy. 

In the feik army, the modes of payment are 
various : but the mofl common is at the time 
of harvell, when every foldier receives the 
amount of bis pay in grain and other articles, 
the produce of the country ; to fome is given 
money in fmall fums, and to others lands are 
allotted for their maintenance. . Three-fifths 
of the horfes of the Punjab are the property of 
the different chieftains : the remainder belong 
to the peafantry who have become fettlers. 

Afeik foldier has alfo his portion of the plun- 
der acquired in the courfe of a campaign : this 
is fet afide as a reward for his fervices ; and 
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ill addition to it, he fbmetimes increafes his 
gain by fecreting part of the public plunder. 

The nature of the feik government is 
giilar, and , probably had its origin in the un- 
fettlcd ftate of the tribe when firli eilabliflicd 
in their pofleflions. Within his own domains 
each chief is lord paramount. He exerts an 
exclulivc authority over his valTals, even to the 
power of life and death ; and to increafe the 
population of his diftrids, he proffers a ready 
and holpitable afylum to fugitives from all 
parts of India. Hence, in the feik territories, 
though the government be arbitrary, there ex- 
ifts much lefs eaufe for oppreiiion than in many 
ofthe. neighbouring ffates; and hence likewile, 
the cultivator of the foil being liable to fre- 
quent change of mafters, by the numerous re- 
volutions that are perpetually occurring, may 
be conhdered as one of the caufes of the fluc- 
tuation of the national force.'* 

^ In the above sketch of the situation an J i-csourccs of 
the seik nation, Mr. Thomas does not include the terri- 
tories of Zemaun Shah lying east of the Attock j part of 
which wei'C, during tile reigns of the emperoi'S, included in 
the Punjab, and may therefore be considered as belostging 
to iti 
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CHAPTER VL 

Mr. Thomas defeats the Seih—^michides an ad* 
vantageous treaty — d'fagreement with Bappoa 
Scmdta — Mr. Thomas forms the dtjign of ejla* 
hljjhlng hlmfelf as an In dependant chief or 
iphat purpofe fekdts the province of Hurrlanah 
— his eflahlljhment at Hanfi. 

lO UCH was the tribe againft which Mr. Tho- 
mas now prepared to march. Leaving a 
force competent to the defence of Jyjur, which 
he expeded would be attacked by Vavon Row» 
he marched to Karn^l, near which the Seiks 
lay. ■ ' ■ 

Four fuccelTive actions took place, attended 
W'ith confiderable lofs on both fides ; Mr. Tho- 
mas having loft five hundred men> and the 
Seiks double that number. Both parties in- 
clining to peace, a treaty was' concliidcd, by 
which the Seiks agreed to evacuate the pro* 
%'incc, which was accordingly done. 
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As Mr. Thomas had forefeen, he now re- 
ceived intelligence of Vavon Row having laid 
fiege to Jyjnr, to defend wRich he immediate- 
ly marched back. On his approach, Vavon 
Row thought proper to retire. Mr. Thoinas. 
next .determined to punifli Caflnnirec Boice, 
who, as before Rated, had been the author and 
fomenter of all the differences wRich had oc- 
curred betwixt him and Vavon Row. Mr. 
Thomas, therefore,, fell fuddenly on the 
gunnah of Daderee, which belonged to Cafli- 
miree Bolee, and laid it under contribution. 

From hence he was called away to affiff Ba- 
poo,§cindia-againft a body of Rohillas, who, 
inftigated, by Nevil Sing, a feik chief, had 
croffed the Ganges, and invaded his poffeffions 
near the head of the Dooab. But previous to 
Mr. Thomas’s arrival, the Mahratta chief had 
not only defeated the invaders, but followed 
up his blo\v by laying hege to the enemy’s 
capital. 

A body of Seiks had affembled to affiff him; 
but, on the approach of Mr. Thomas’s force, 
thought proper, to feparate ; and Bapoo Scin- 
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dia, not deeming the capture of this fort worth 
the trouble it would take to gain poffeffion, of 
his own accord foon after rai fed the fiege, and 
returned to Seharunpore. Mr. Thomas re- 
mained with his force at Soneput, a city twen- 
ty-hx miles fouth of Pannipiit/ the neighbour- 
ing country, barren and defolate. 

North of this city is a maufoleum erected 
by Khizzer Khan, a Patan nobleman, defeend- 
ed from the royal family of Sheer Shah. This 
building is an odagon, furmounted by a fpa- 
cious dome, and”" ornamented at the top with 
a cullis of copper gilt. The interior of the 
maufoleum is of grey done, the cornices are 
embelliilied with fculpture ornaments of red 
freeflone, and around the lower part of the 
dome runs a done border, on which are en- 
graved verfes from the Koran in Arabic cha- 
raders. The front of the building is decorated 
with rofes cut in freeftone, of a browm colour ; 
the whole uncommonly delicate, and has been 
iiniflied with more than ufual attention. 

The pergunnah of Soneput compofes part 
of the Jaghire of Defmouk, Ibn-in-law of Scin- 
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dia, and yields an income of fe verity -five than- 
fand rupees. But in the reign of the emperor 
Mahomed Shah, this pergunnah, in confe- 
qiience of the benefit it derived from its vici- 
nity to the noble canal of Ali Merdan Khan, 
is faid to have yielded a revenue of nine lacks 
of rupees. 

In the environs of Soneput, a traveller firfi: 
meets with the cofs mlnary or Indian mile-ftone. 
It is a round pillar of brick, ten feet in height, 
and placed on each fide of the road, at the 
diftance of about three Englifh miles from 
each other. They were ereded by order of 
the emperor Jehan Gheer, and formerly ex- 
tended from Labor to, Agra, Adjoining to each 
of thefe pillars is a well, lined with brick, near 
■which are done benches cxprefily for the ac- 
commodation of travellers, 

Mr. Thomas had not long remained at Sone- 
put, when rumours of the arrival of Zemaun 
Shah, king of Cabul, at Lahore, induced Bap- 
poo to meet and confult with him on the pre- 
fent emergency. 
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Mr. Thomas accordingly repaired to Bappoo; 
but bis troops having again, fallen in arrears, 
were become clamorous for pa37ment: this 
conduct giving offence to Bappoo, a mifun- 
derftanding took- place betW‘een him and Mr, 
Thomas, when the latter in difguft marched 
away. 

He was foon after attacked by Bappoo’^ 
force, who, on hearing of the retreat of the 
lhah, had determined on punlfhing Mr. Tho- 
mas for what he termed his late mifbehaviour* 
An adion enfued; But the commander of 
Bappoo’s troops being wounded in the conflid, 
he thought proper to remove to a diflance. 

An amicable arrangement between the par- 
ties would now have taken place, had not the 
Seiks in BappooV army, aw^are of Mr. Tho- 
mas’s intention to enter the Punjab, ufed their 
utmolf exertions to widen the difference. Hof* 
tiiities being again renewed, an adtion took 
place at the paffage of the Jumna ; and though 
the country people had by this time joined the 
Mahrattas, Mr. Thomas, by a fpirited attack, 
^^opipelicd them tp leave him a free paffage. 
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Straitened for provifions,* he proceeded on 
his route to the north-eaft frontier. In his 
retreat, he was followed by Bappoo’s army ; 
and the troops of Begum Somroo, as alfo thofe 
of Ragojee, governor of Delhi, had now in*- 
creafed the number of his enemies. 

Over this combined force, however, he 
proved vidlorious ; and having defeated the 
enemy in every attempt to interrupt him on 
bis march, he at length reached the neigh- 
bourhood of Panniput. Here, on account of 
his inferiority in force, he was compelled for 
the prefent not only to relinquiOi the frontier 
towns, but to confine himfelf to J}jur. Thi- 
ther he fliortly after arrived. Unable to fatisfy 
the demands of his troops, Mr. Thomas now 
determined to levy contributions on the terri- 
tories of his neighbours. For this purpofe he 
led his army to Oreecha, a large and populous 
town belonging to the rajah of Jyporc. 

As a ranforn for this place, Mr. Thomas de- 
manded of the governor a lack of rupees; which 
being denied, he ftormed and took pofleflion 
of the city. The fort, which was feparate, ftili 
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holding out, he was on the point of making a 
fecond aflault, when the killadar agreed to ran- 
fom both for fifty-two thoufimd rupees. Dur- 
ing the negotiations the towm had unfortunate- 
ly been fet on fire; which burnt fo fiercely, that 
it was ^vith difficulty extingiiiflied, and not 
until goods to the amount of feveral lacks of 
rupees had been totally confumed. 

About this time a reconciliation was effect- 
ed betwixt Mr. Thomas and Vavon Kow, 
when it was agreed to adjufi: all former differ- 
ences ; and Mr^ Thomas, to evince the recon- 
ciliation was on his part fincere, brought under 
obedience to Vavon Row feveral refraCtory 
zemindars. He now entered the Jypore coun- 
try the fecond time ; and the Meenas, a thievifli 
tribe inhabiting a part of the country on his 
route, about thirty cofs north of Jypore, having 
formerly invaded Vavon Row’s poffeffions, Mr. 
Thomas attacked them in force, and in a very 
ihort time annihilated this neff of banditti. 
After thefe tranfadions, Mr. Thomas returned 
to Jyjur. 

At this place, about the middle of the year 
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firil formed the eceentric and ardu- 
ous dehgn of eredling an independant pdoci- 
pality for himfelf. The country of Hurriaiiahj 
which, from the troubled ftate of the times, 
had for many years acknowledged no mafter, 
but became in turn the prey of each fucceed- 
30 g invader, appeared to him as beft adapted 
for the execution of his purpofe» 


The fcarcity of water, howeyer, in this part 
of India, induced Mr. Thomas to poftpone his 
intended expedition until the approach of the 
rainy feafbn. Having reinforced his army^ 
and being well provided with every thing ne- 
ceffary to enfure fuccefs, h^ commenced his 
march. 


His frft attack was directed againfl the 
town and fort of Kanhoree, the inhabitants of 
which place were notorious for their thievifh 
depredations. Advancing wdth celerity, Mr, 
Thomas, according to his ufual cuftom, at- 
tempted to carry the place by florm. In this, 
however, .he w^as not only prevented by the 
^>irited condud; of the enemy, but compelled 
to retreat with the lofs of three hundred of hia 
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In confequence of this fevere check, it be- 
came neceffary to fortify his camp ; and the 
conilant and heavy rains which now fell prc- 
%’enting his ere<3;ing batteries, he fortified a 
chain of pofts round the town, and thereby 
prevented any fuccour from without. 

The garrifbn he well knew was ftraitened 
for provifions; and the liege, thus converted 
into a blockade, augmented their diftrefs. The 
enemy, by frequent failles, endeavoured to in- 
terrupt Mr. Thomas’s operations. In one of 
thefe, an attack was made on the redoubt oc- 
cupied by himfelf. In the confufion attend- 
ant on a hufinefs of this nature, the greater 
part of bis people, being panic-ftruck, rai| 
away. Mr. Thomas was thus reduced to a 
fituation truly critical ; five men only remained 
with him of the infantry, to whom had been 
allotted the particular charge of his fire-arms, 
confifting of pifiiols and blu'nderbufles of a large 
fize. With thefe, and the affiftance of a few 
horfemen, who had likewifs adhered to him, 
he maintained the poll for a confiderable time 
againfi: every effort of the enemy; and at 
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length, by repeated and well-dircdcd dlf- 
cbarges, compelled them to retreat. 


A few days after this occurrence, the wea- 
ther becoming more favourable, and Mr. Tho- 
mas having rallied the fugitives, eredled a bat- 
tery, from which he fired with fuch good ef- 
fedl, as to bring down a confiderable part of 
the wall; but night intervening before he 
could prepare for ftorming, the affault was de- 
layed until the enfuing day. It was however 
rendered unnecefiary by the enemy’s having 
evacuated the town during the night. 


The befi: and braved; men of Hurrianah 
-iieing in this town, Mr. Thomas reduced the 
other places with but little refiftance. In a 
fhort time he gained complete pofleffion of the 
whole fouth part of the province ; but the 
north-weftern part being occupied by the Bat- 
tics, the rajah of Pattyalah, and other feik 
chieftains, it coft him confiderable time and 
much trouble to efiablilli his authority as far 
as the river Cauggur. 


The fuccefiful termination of this campaign, 
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affords us an opportunity of prefcnting a detail- 
ed account of the country pofrcffed by Mr. 
Thomas ; with foime relative obfervatioiis on 
the nature and quality of the foil, and on the 
general charaOer of its inhabitants. 

In the diftrid called Hurrlanah, ninety miles 
to the north-weft of Delhi, is the country of 
Mr. George Thomas. It extends eighty cofs 
from north to fouth, and the fame diftance 
from eaft to weft. To the northward it is 
bounded by the pofTefiions of Sahig Sing, chief 
of Futtialah, on the north- w’ eft by the Battles, 
weft by the dominions of Beykaneer, and fouth 
by Jypore, fouth -eaft by the perguhnah of Da- 
daree, eaft by the dlftrids adjoining to Delhi, 
and north-eaft by the cities of Rhotuck and 
Panniput. That part of the country* more 
immediately occupied by Mr. Thomas, is in 
ftiape nearly oval, and extends, from fixt^:en to 
twenty-four cofs'^ in different diredions. The 
northern, boundary is formed by the river Caug- 
gur, beyond which are the feik territories. To 
the fouth it is bounded by the town of Behai, 


^ Consult the map. 
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caft by Maliirn, and weft by Bciiadra, contain' 
ing in all eight hundred villages. 


Within this trad of country, as in moft 
parts of Hurrianah, water is fcarce, more efpc- 
daily during the hot fcafon. To remedy this 
inconvenience, the inhabitants have conftrud- 
ed wells of confiderable depth, not unfrcquent* 
ly from one hundred and twenty to one hun- 
dred, and fifty feet. 

In addition to this each diftrld has t%vo or 
three tanks faced with Hone. Thefe afford a 
plentiful fupply of water until the approach of 
the hot winds of the enfuing fcafon, when 
they are dried up. The number of wells dif- 
fer according to the induftry of the refpedive 
inhabitants. At Hifiar, for inftance, are three 
hundred ; at Hanfi, thirty ; at Mahim, one 
hundred; Tuhana has only fix; and feme of 
the fmaller towns from two to five. In this 
couritry the Cauggur river is of the greateft 
fervice to the inhabitants. It is overflowed 
during the rainy feafon by the acceflion of the 
ftieams which iflue from the mountains ; and 
on the retiring of the waters^ leaves, like the 
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waters, of the rich and greafy earth, 

which yields an abundant crop of the fineit 
wheat. Other parts of Mr. Thomas’s poffef^ 
fions produce joar, rice, bajerah, and various 
forts of pulfe, chunah, and barley; but the lat* 
ter depends on the rain that may ‘fall from the 
month of Odlober to Chriftmas. Within the 
aforementioned trad:, the paifturage is uncom- 
monly luxuriaiit, and produces perhaps the 
largeft fupply of forage to be met with in anj 
part of Aha. The grafs in Hurrianah is alfo of 
a very fuperior quality, both as to wholefomc- 
nefs and nourifliment. Hence the cattle excel 
thole of other parts. The climate is in gene- 
ral falubrious; though, when the fandy and 
defert country lying to the weft ward becomes 
heated, it is inimical to an European coixfti- 
tution. 


The ptyo-okf or Guinea-worm, fb common in 
feveral parts of Arabia and Perfia, is likewife 
extremely troublefome in this- province. To 
fome it proves dangerous; though it is remark- 
ed by Mr. Thomas, this diforder fcldom at- 
tacks Europeans, and is in general confined t#. 
the peafantry of the country. 
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The Peyoolc, or Guinea worm, the dracun- 
culm pcrsanun of Kosmpfer,^' is found chieilv 
on the ftiores of the Perfian gulf, and in the 
fouthcrn parts of Perfia; more efpecially in the 
province of Carmania, and on the ifland of 
Ormuz. The origin and progrefs of the dif- 
order occafioncd bj this fingular worm, is de- 
fcribed bj Koempfer in his Amoenitates Ez- 
otics, with fo much accuracy and fpirit, that 
■w’c hope to be pardoned in prefcnting our 
readers with, an extract from this valuable 
■work, which, it is much to be regretted, has 
not hitherto been given to our countrymen in 
an Englifli drcfs.f 

* Vide Kosmpfer’s Amcenitates Exoticse, Fasciculus 3d, 
Observatio 4th, p. 529. ' 

f In lucem prodituri nuncia plerumquc est febricuia, ut 
plurimum ephemera, non nunquam in tertiam diem pro~ 
tracta, cum fetse partis i-ubidine et tumorc ; in quo postri- 
die exsurgit postula pisi magnitudinc, tenera, aquosa, pci- 
lucida, non raro atricolor: qua post unum aut alteran) 
diem sponte rupta vel.acu aperta, prosilit iumbrici suminu.i 
apex, sive rostellum, ibidem hactenus absconditum, quod 
pedetentim et reliquuin corpus undecimque subsequitur, 
blanda attractione quotidie sollcitatiim. Sivpe etiam 
non nisi praevia partis dolore, et duritie vix sensibiH 
nascitiir ; rupto ibidem,- quo perpetuo sibi viarn parat, u!- 
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The natives of Hurrlanah for a fudceiTion of 
ages having been in a cotiftant ftate of warfare^ 

cusculo, sine epidermidis pustula, Excretio pro lumbrici 
magnitudine et maturitate citidri, turn pro situ et loco gene- 
rationis varlo, facilior est aut difficilior;* longior aut brevior: 
raro auteiii pariter et vivuS, ffequentissiaie successivd tem- 
pore, diebus fcirciter decern, ex tnihitun Omnium felicis- 
siirie egreditur, qui in scroti caVo absconditiir, nam huncj 
barba exerta, vivtxm illico educiutus, sine ddlore et puni- 
lenti ulceris incorhriiodo. Supra miisculilni aliqiiein hi' 
criire aut bracliio non adiiiodum dispersus jafceriSj vel in 
gyrum vdlutus, qualis ociilo ct tactu deprehehditur, intra 
paueds dieSj a quo inaturare incipit, sine notabili pure et 
molestia, qiiin vel und interdum nisu extraliitur. Ex fe- 
inore et uhiis plerumque fitcili partii exit, diebus admoduiri 
paucis. Sita vago ligaihenta pedis involvens admoduni 
dilHculter, niora videlicet viginti vel amplius clierum, ex- 
cluditur, cum tabo quotidie copiosissime magndque legroti 
cum dolore et ineommodoi 

The time when the worm is'abotit to appear, is indi- 
cated by slight feverish symptoms in the patient; it is 
sometimes protracted until the third day, when the part is 
afibeted by a red tmlior, which on the ensuing day be- 
conles a pustule of a bright black : this breaking of itself > 
dr being pierced with a needle, the hea(i or snout of tlie 
worm makes its appearance, and as quickly withdraws it- 
self from the touch. To extract the worm, great patience 
and caution are necessary, as from unskilfulncss in handling 
it frecpently breaks^ which not only causes acute pain to 
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pofcfs great perfonal bravery ; they are expert 
in the ufe of arms, particularly in the exercife 

the patient, but the part remaining degenerates into an in- 
curable ulcer. The time necessary for extracting tliis worm 
is longer or shorter, according to its si2e, but it is seldom 
taken out entire before the expiration of ten days. It 
sometimes lies dispersed above a muscle, at other times it 
is found in the interstices of the muscles of the legs and 
arms, or convoluted ; it is laid hold of with an armed 
needle. A few days from the time in which it begins to 
maturate it may be extracted without pain or any con- 
siderable discharge of matter, except when it is withdrawn 
by a first attempt. From the thighs and arm-pits it makes 
an easy exit within a few days : "when it appears among the 
tendons of the feet, great delay is experienced. It takes 
up twenty days in the operation, which is moreover attend- 
ed with a copious discharge of matter, and severe pain to 
the patient. 

The general mode adopted In India for the extraction 
of this worm, is by means of a small round piece of bam- 
boo, to which is attached a thread. This being fixed to 
the worm, so much of the thread is wound round the 
body as to prevent its retiring again within the flush. In 
this state it remains until the ensuing day, when a little 
more is added to the former, until the whole is extracted. 
By this curious process, it is easy to be perceived the ex- 
treme care that is necessary to prevent its breaking. 

Travellers have at various times been afflicted with this 
disorder *, for myself I never experienced it, though it was 
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of the lance, fabre, and the matchloclt f’ but 
though brave, they are in difpohtion cruel, 
treacherous, and vindidive; and when en- 
gaged in domeftic quarrels, fcruple not to kill 
their antagonifi; on the flighteft and mofl: trivial 
occahons. 

For his capital, Mr. Thomas fcleded the 
town of Hanfi;'[' this place is fituate ninety 

common to the inhabitants of Persia, during my residence 
in that country, many years since. The spirited and in- 
telligent Bruce got it after his return from Abyssinia to 
Grand Cairo. In like manner this worm is extracted froiii 
the negroes on the coast of Africa, who attribute the cause 
of this complaint to the badness of the water. 

* Mr. Thomas adduced several instances of their despe- 
rate resolution, and almost invincible courage, once against 
the celebrated Ismaul Beg, at the town of Bhowanny, and 
a second time against the attacks of Gopaul Row, the Mah- 
ratta general* The army of the latter \vas defeated at 
Sanghee, after an unsuccessful siege of forty da}'^. 

In an assault -against the fort of Deighle, Appakandarow, 
though attended by a select and well-appointed army, was 
repulsed with considerable loss. 

The subjoined schedule contains an account tolerably 
xccurate of the country held by Mr. Thomas, including the- 
J 2 
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miles nortli-wcit of Delhi, and nearly in the 
centre of his newly-acquired domains. The 
town ftanding upon a hill is peculiarly w^ell 
adapted to a permanent refidence. 

No water can , be procured within feven cols,- 
but the garrifon have an ample fupply of that 

names of the separate pergunnalas, the number of villages 
formerly inhabited, compared with its present state’j^ the 
revenues, bearings, and distances of each pergunnah being 
taken firom Hansi, the capital. 


Pijrg«nnahs. 

. Former 1 Number 

mimberofi'’* '’lUages 
viUage. j«- «^a- 

1 Former 
j Revenue. 

Present 

Revenue. 

Coss : bearing 
•and ftiSfance 
from Hansi. 

Hansi, 


84 

32 

2,50,000 

60,000 

Co&s, 

Eenwala, 


4S 

11 

63,000 

11,000 

14 N. 

Tohana, 


. 74 

26 

1,20,000 

25,000 34 N-. 

Jemaulpore, - 

. 

70 

16 

1,10,000 

70,000 36 N. N. W. 

Augrowa, - 


44 

3 

70,000 

8,000 

24 N. W. 

Hassar, 


2.50 

IS 

3,00,000 

10,000 

12 W. 

Bahra, 


24 

18 

40,000 

12,000 

30 W. S. W. 

Peedmuck, 


70 

4 

30,000 

6,000 

24 S. W. 

Sevanccj 

■M.-- 

70 

11 

.50,000 

14,000 

24 S.W.bvS. 

Tefam, 

- 

74 

IS 

70,000 

16,000 

12 S. 

Maheem, 


24 

16 

50,000j 

2.3,(X)0 

16 E. S. E. 

Safydoo, - 

- 

24 

8 

30,000, 

i 10,000 

S6 E. N. E. 

Jamd, 

«: 

72 

66 

2,fX),000 

70,000 

IS E. N.E. 

Casohan, 

■ i 

24 

11 

.50,000] 

16,G0U 

24 H. E. 


I 

9.50 ! 

253 1 

14,30,000 

2,b’G,000 


Held by Mr. G Thomas 






of the Mahrattas. 






Jiger, 

. 

250 

I 90 

3,00,000 

80,000 

40 E, S. F.- 

Byree, 

... 

24 

16 

30,000 

14,000 

35 £. S. E. 

Maundoteej ~ 

- 

24 

11 

80,000 

10,000 

44 E. 

Pathoda, 

_ 

4 ■ 

4 

1,00,000 

10,000 

51 S. £. 

BkdleCj 

- 

72 

30 

1,20,000^1,20,000 

48 h, S, E- 

Total 

‘374 

151 

5,80,000 1,4-1,000 


Grand Total 

1824 . 

‘404 

20,10,000 4,30,000 
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neceffary article from feveral wells within the 
fort. This circumftance renders difficult an 
attack, except at the ffiafon of the periodical 
rains. Here,” fays Mr. Thomas, with that 
energy and fpirited animation wdiich diftin- 
guifhed him throughout the feenes of his ex- 
traordinary life, ** I eftabliflied my capital, 
“ rebuilt the walls of the city, long fince fallen 
'' into decay, and repaired the fortifications. 

As it had been long deferted, at fird 1 found 
^' difficulty in procuring inhabitants, but by 
" degrees and gentle treatment I feledted 
between five and fix thoufand perlbns, to 
whom 1 allowed every lawful indulgence. 

” I eftablifhed a mint, and coined my own 
rupees, which I made current in my army 
*' and country ; as from the commencement 
of my career at Jyjur, I had refolved to 
" eftablifli an independency, I employed work- 
men and artificers of all kinds, and I now 
" judged that nothing but force of arms, could 
maintain me in my authority. I therefore 
increafed their numbers, cafi: my own artil- 
lery, commenced making mufquets, match- 
'' locks, and pow^der;: and, infhort, made tlie 
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befr preparations for carrying on an offen- 
five and defenfive war; till at length having 
gained a capital and country bordering on 
the Seik territorieSj I wilhed to put myfelf 
“ in a capacity, when a favorable opportunity 
fliould offer, of attempting the conqueft of 
the Punjab, and afpired to the honour of 
“ planting the Britilli fhandard on the banks 
of the Attock.”'^ 

* To carr^ his plans into effect, and for the support of 
his troops, Mr. Thomas appropriated a part of the revenue 
arising from the lands granted by the Mahrattas, and with 
much judgment and discernment, naturally inherent in 
liberal minds, endeavoured to conciliate, the affections of 
his men by granting pensions to the widows and children 
or nearest relations of those soldiers who fell in his service. 
These pensions, amounting to 40,000 rupees per annum, 
ivere regularly paid to the respective claimants, a mode 
which reflects the highest credit on Mr. Thomas’s charac- 
ter, but which had long since been anticipated by the 
wisdom of the British government in rewarding their ve- 
teran sepoys. Ulie payments were made every six months, 
and the nearest relation of the deceased, whether officer 
or soldier, received the half pay of his rank. This an 4 
the expence of casting cannon, the fabrication of small 
arms, and purchase of warlike stores, consumed that part 
of Mr. Thomas’s revenues which he derived from the dis-^ 
tricts granted him by the Mahrattas, as detailed in the fors,- 
going schedule. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

RefleSitons, — Mr. TKomas refohes to Invade the 
Jypoor territory. — Geograpihkal and Jiattflkal 
acc-ount of that country. — Revenues, hiftory, 
manners and cufloms of the mhabitants. 

H aving accompanied Mr. Thomas 
through a feries of fervices, as IntereR- 
ing in their nature as lingular in their refult ; 
having beheld him from the fituation of a fu- 
gitive, a friendlefs and deferted object, now by 
the force of his own exertions, and an intrepi- 
dity of fpirit fcarcely to be paralleled, obtain a 
fituation feldom equalled by the moft fortunate; 
w'e muR next proceed to trace the caufes and 
deferibe the progrefs of thofe events which led 
to a decline of his authority, and in the end, 
as the only naeans of fafety and efcape from the 
perfecution of numerous and inveterate foes, 
compelled hini to feek an afylum in the t(frri- 
tories of his native fovereign. 
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Not however to anticipate the order of events, 
it will now be neceiTary tQ recur to Mr. Tho- 
mas’s htuation when in poffeffion of his newly 
acquired country. His mind having been long 
intent on the reduction of the Punjab, he would 
nc\v have fet put on this intereibng expedition, 
but on a review of his troops made for the pur- 
pofcj he found his force infufficient to the tafK, 
and was therefore induced to have recourfe ro 
an excurhon into the Jyporc dominions, which 
had hitlierto afforded a never-failing fupply to 
his neceffities, and whofc ruler w^as in confe- 
quence become his bitter pnemy. 


The fituation of the Jypore dominions, and 
their relative irnpprtance among the ftates of Raj- 
poo tana, will juftify a detail of the ffrength and 
internal rcfourccs of this intereffing country. 
The dominions of Jypore are nearly one hundred 
cois from north to fouth, and fifty from eafi: to 
wefl: ; they are bounded on the north by the 
difiriel of Hurrianah, on the north-cafi; by Alvar^ 
eafi: by Karolee and Bhurtpoor, fouth by Kota, 
BoonUce and Mewar, fouth-w^efi: by Kifheng- 
hur, wefi: by Aj mere and Jpud-pore, and on the 
north-wefi: by the country of Beykaneer. 
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The eafiiern, lioith-eaftcrn, fouthern and 
ibuth- weftcrn parts of Jypore produce wheat, 
cotton, tobacco, and in general whatever is 
common to other parts of India; to which may 
be added, excellent cattle, and abundance of 
good copper. 

The country in general is watered from the 
wells : the northern and north- weifern diftrids 
being Tandy arc not fo well fupplied with this 
neceffary article as the midland parts ; but in 
that part of Jypore which is mountainous, the 
^reams that iffue from thence are of the high- 
eft advantage to the cultivation of the foil. 

The Rajpoots of Jypore are not efteemed fo 
brave as thofe of Joudpore, for which Mr, Tho- 
mas imagines three caufes may be aferibed : — 
firft, the encroachrnents of the prince on the 
feudal fyftcm, which obtained formerly in this 
country, and which has contributed to render 
the people abjedl and flavifh ; fecond, that their 
armies are commanded by people whom they 
neither love, fear, or refpedl ; and thirdly, the 
difference of climate,, w’hlch is particularly qb^ 
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fervable in a companion with the flatnre and 
perfonal comeline/s of the Rhatores with thofc 
of Jypore, the inhabitants of the former being 
by far more robuft in their make. 


No Rajpoot engages in trade, or any mecha- 
nical occupation whatfoever : they are all, 
without exception, either foldiers or hufband- 
men. 


They are of a high and unconquerable fpirit, 
and do not think"poverty any didionour : on 
the contrary they will often aflert in converfa- 
tion, that provided a perfon fhall condud: him- 
felf with propriety towards his neighbours, he, 
whether potTeiTed of riches or not, is, in all re- 
ipeds, to be conhdered as a man of perfed ho- 
nour. 


Among other cuftoms peculiar to the Rajpoots 
the prefervation of female honour holds with 
them a fuperior Ration ; fcandal uttered againft 
the wife or daughter of a- Rajpoot is never 
forgiven, and death alone can expiate the 
ofFence. 
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This high fenfe of honour has, however, ren- 
dered them of all other people mofl: clrcumfpedt. 
in converfation, and they are careful of giving 
offence ; Ihould a R^poot fufpedi: a perfon in- 
clined to flight him, he will not only forego 
every profpedl. of advantage to be derived from 
the ufual mode of reconciliation, by the mutual 
exertion of common friends, but will even make 
a circuitous route to avoid palling by the habi- 
tation of his antagoniff. This feverity of man- 
ners may appear to ftrangers, at a firft view, to 
be prohibitory; but a long rehdence in the 
country, and intimate acquaintance with the 
manners and cuffoms of this extraordinary 
people, have long lince convinced Mr. Tho- 
imas that a perfon of upright manners cannot 
affociate with a better companion than a Raj» 
poot. 

In their marriages they pay the RriffeR at- 
tention to caff, and will never unite themfelves 
with people of inferior condition ; this is' lb 
unavoidably neceffary, that were a man to 
enter into an alliance with a family of ignoble 
blood, the children of inch marriage would in 
ponfequence be deprived of their right of inhe- 
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ritance ; a {Ir iking inftance of nadona! perti- 
nacity. 

A plurality of wives, though allowed by their 
inftitutions, excepting among the higher order 
of Rajpoots, is feldom pra<5lifed ; and even in 
that inftance it is more owing to motives of 
policy than inclination, and arifes chiefly from 
a defire of extinguifhing thofe antlent feuds 
which have fo long fubfifted among families. 

During, their infancy and childhood, the 
Bajpoot women being kept in a conflant Rate 
of concealment, w^hen once married are feldom 
feen but by the very ncarefl in blood among 
their own relations. This cuftom is fo rooted 
among them, that a lady would conhder her- 
felf as dlflronoured by any expofure of her per- 
son to public view. 

This fcclufion of females in fouthern Afia, 
has been crroneoufly fuppofed by many perfons 
to be a hardlbip on the fex ; but, in Mr. Tho- 
mas’s opinion, it is underftood in a fenfe rather 
too general ; in every other refpcdl, the Rajpoot 
charaRer yields to no natioi) in Afia, or perhap.? 
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in the world, in mEiinfeaining the ties of rcla- 
tioniliip and confanguinityj by a ieries of the 
kindeft actions towards each other. They are 
dutiful fons, kind hufbands, and afTedionate 
brothers. 

The men, it is true, are in the highefi: degree' 
jealous of their honour, but the exempting their 
women from perfonal labour, in employing them 
though fecreted from the reft of the world, in 
fuperintending the education of their children,' 
and other domeftic avocations, cannot furely 
with juftice be conhdered as a hardfliip. “ And 
" if we look,” fays Mr. Thomas, “ at the con- 
dition of the inferior fort of women in moft 
parts of Europe, the lituation of the Rajpoot 
females may be, perhaps, benefited by the 
comparifon.” 

One cuftom, and one alone, obtains among 
this infatuated people, at which nature muft 
ever revolt, and humanity fliudder it is the 
praeftice of putting to death their new-born 
females. In other refpefts tender and affec- 
tionate towards their offspring, it w^as a matter 
ef extreme furprize to Mr. Thomas that in this 
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mftance the Rajpoots ihould fo far exceed the 
hounds of natural affection. 


From motives of curiofitj, he was induced to 
demand their reafon for allowing of this horrid 
pradice ; the reply in general was, “ it is our 
cuftom but when Mr. Thomas remarked 
that was but a bad plea for the commiffion of 
the horrid crime of murder, they would then 
urge the poffibility of their daughters meeting 
with bad hufbands, who might hereafter bring 
difgrace and diflionour on their pofterity ; or, 
that the infants themfelves might, at fome fu- 
ture period, commit adions unworthy of the 
name of Rajpoots. Should this reafoning 
hold,” faid Mr. Thomas, and the Rajpoot 
“ nation, in this particular, were to be all of 
‘‘ the fame . mind, they would in the fpace of 
one hundred years, or much lefs time, become 
“ extincl.” This argument enforced with per- 
tinacity, had, for a time, the effed of carrying 
apparent convidion of the impropriety of a 
cuftom fo unnatural, and he had the fatisfac- 
tion to obtain frequent promifes from fome 
refpedabk families in that country, that they 
would difcont’inuc the pradicc in future. This 
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proraife he afterwards iearnt had, in fome in- 
ftances, among their own relations been happily 
carried into effcdfc. 


With thefe exceptions the Rajpoots may be 
confidered as honourable, brave, and faithful; 
and few nations who are not in poffeffion of the 
advantages of education, or thole benefits which 
arifc from the refinements of civilized life, can 
be faid to be pofiTefiTed of more good qualities, 
or benevolence of difpofition. 


This benevolence of difpofition is exhibited 
in a peculiar manner towards the Jaiits, who 
are cultivators of the foil, for though the Raj- 
poots keep them under the RridleR obedience, 
and do not allow them more than is necefiiiry 
for their fubfillence, deprive them of the honour 
of bearing arms, except it be on the adfual in- 
vafion of their frontiers ; notwithRanding thefe 
circumftances, apparently fo degrading, the 
farmer acknowledges that he lives happily un- 
der the government, and that his flate of po- 
verty is, by the mlldnefs in manners exlnbitcd 
towards him by his fuperiors the Rajpoots, 
converted into content. 
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The rajah, of Jypore, rich in rcfources oi 
every kind, is in fadl a very powerful prince ; 
his cavalry may be computed at not lefs thail 
thirty thoufand men. He has twelve thottfand 
infantry in his fervice, exclufive of five or fix 
thoufand mercenaries. In this fiiatement arc 
hot included the aids which he would be en- 
abled to draw from his connedions with the 
neighbouring countries of Joudpore, Oudepore, 
and Beykaneer, to whofe rulers he is allied by 
blood. His artillery is numerous, and well- 
appointed, and in Ihort,” fays Mr. Thomas^ 
“ an alliance with this prince, in cafe of nc- 
“ cefiSty, may be one day deemed not unwor- 
thy the precaution and forefight of theBritifii 
government in Afia/" 


One thing only tends to mark a deficiency 
in the otherwife found policy of this prince, 
which is, the appointment of people of inferior 
rank to high commands in his army. 

Naturally high-fpirited and haughty, 4 
Rajpoot is, of all other people, mofi: averfe to’ 
.lerve under a perfon whom he confiders his in- 
ferior. 
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Hence arifes the impolicy of the rajah, who 
has of late years introduced into commands in 
his army, fervants, mechanics, and even ilaves. 
Thefe men, deftitute of talents or condudl, 
cannot be fuppofed to poffefs that independancy 
of fpirit which alone excites to the performance 
of great adliojis. In juftification of the rajah’s 
'meafures in this inftance, it has however been 
alTerted by fome, that the difference of caH and 
condition rriakes none in refpedl to courage : 
which Mr. Thomas obferves may hold good 
withrefpedl to European troops, or even Indian 
troops difciplined and condiided by European 
officers, as, in that inftance, they may be con- 
lidered as a machine adluated and animated by 
the voice of the commander ; but in an Indian 
army, where difcipline never exifled, little can 
be expected from chiefs who in their adlions 
are not ftimulated by a fenfe pf perfonal ho- 
nour., ■■ 

The Rajpoots, therefore, who compofed the 
greater number of the troops in the Jypore 
army, deeming thefe commanders inadequate 
to perform the duties of their Ration, became 
confeqiiently indifferent in their acknowledge- 
S 
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ment of authority : thefe men, moreover, from 
a conftant refidence at the court of a gay and 
luxurious prince, for fuch is the charader of 
the reigning fovereign, have alTumed the man- 
ners of courtiers, and indulge in too frequent 
ridicule on the plain and honeft fimplicity of 
iltypoot manners ; while the latter, from their 
haughtinefs of fpirit, and the dilguft conceived 
at this treatment, never fail, on the flighteft 
token of difrefped, to revenge the infult, by 
putting the aggreflbr to inftant death, 

Among the recreations of the Kutchwah 
Rajpoots, the exercife on horfeback forms a 
diftinguifliing feature. If ever, by chance, they 
Ihould be ncceffitatcd to combat on foot, it is 
ortliy: in defence of their houfcs and families. 
Their arms confifl: of a lance and fabre ; and 
though the rajah, of late years, has introduced 
the mufquet and matchlock, they make but 
little ufe of thcle weapons. They have, in 
common with other Rajpoots, a thick quilted 
jacket, which, like armour, will refill: with 
effed the liroke of a fey meter. 

The country of Jypore is capable of yielding 
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an annual revenue of one hundred and twenty 
lacks of rupees ; though from the nature of its 
government, the aniount paid into the rajah^s 
treafury now feldom exceeds fixty lacks. This 
may be accounted for . by coniidering that the 
feudal iyftem prevailing throughout the domi- 
nions of Jypore lelTens thereby the adlual reve- 
nue of the ftate. The relpedlive chieftains 
hold their lands in JMedad, and for the expreis 
purpofe of affording a body of troops in times 
of emergency, which cannot be difpenfed with. 
To this certain expence are to be added the 
occafional exadiCns of the fovereign upon par-, 
ticular chiefs, and confequent diminution of the 
eifedlive military force. 

The chiefs of the diflridt termed Sheckha- 
Wathy in particular, w^ho in former times could 
contribute their quota towards the exigencies 
of the ftate, by bringing ten thouland men into 
the field, and who from great military expe- 
rience and length of fervice, were juftly confi- 
dered as the belt foldiers in the Jypore arm), 
can now with difficulty mufter three thoufand 
men. Of late years thefe troops have become 
not only extremely dilgufted with the fervice, 
K2 . 
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occafioned by the cauies already detailed, but 
have evinced a fpirit of dlfcontent and diffatis- 
fadion, which in the event of civil difcord 
threatens to prove highly detrimental to the 
general interefts of the community. 


The Rajpoot princes of Jypore are of the 
tribe called Kutchwa, and tracing their origin 
from a remote antiquity, this illuftrious family 
in the annals of the empire are called Beni 
Suruj, or children of the iiin. They originally 
fettled in the fouthern parts of the province of 
Gualior, and drew their lineage from rajah 
Ramchunder, a prince of high celebrity. 

It appears from the Hindoo books called Ra- 
mayoon and Muhubhirat, that rajah Ramchun- 
der had two fons, the one named Nubh, and 
the other Koofli. The defcendants of the 
former are denominated Burhagoojer, and thofe 
of the latter Kutchwayah. Pirthi Raj^ the 

* Pirthi Sing, aforementioned, was the founder of a 
dynasty, denominated Duazdah Kutchoory, or the twelve 
partitions 5 so called from the number of his sons, among 
whom, to prevent animosities, he during his lifetime di- 
vided his dominions into as many separate parts. 
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firft fovereign who moimted the throne of Jy- 
pore, in the ^era of Bekermajeet,^ 1559, died 
in 1584. 


The defcendants of the Rajahs of Anabeer 
having eftablilhed themfelves in the fineft parts 
of the peninfula, for a feries of years were pof^ 
ft&d of high authority and extenlive dominion. 
Among theie Maun Sing,, a prince renowned in 
the annals of the empire, alTumed a leading 
part ; others, following his example, in fuccef- 
fion contributed to the permanent eftablilhment 
of their family, by ads of no leis wifdom than 
benevolence. . • 

The dry and unintereftlng matter contained 
in a genealogical detail can , be gratifying to 
none ; it will therefore be fufficient to remark, 
that the fucceffion of the Rajpoot princes from 
their founder continued for feveral centuries to 
fill the throne of Jypore; and our prefent 
detail will conclude by obferving, that in the 
records of the royal family of Ambeer, there 

For the sera of Bekermajeet consult Mr. Gladwin’s 
Ayeen Akbery. 
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exifts a table of two hundred and fifteen princes 
from rajah Ramchunder to Purtaub Sing, the 
prefent fovereign."^ 


* In the foregoing detail the compiler has great satisfac- 
tion in offering his best thanks to Colonel Palmer, late 
ambassador at the Poonah Durbar 5 to Captain John Bail- 
lie, professor of the Arabic and Persian languages ; and to 
the gentlemen students in the Persian and Arabic classes 
in the college of Fort William, founded under the auspices 
of his excellency the most noble Marquis Wellesley : Co- 
lonel Palmer having most obligingly communicated to him 
some M.S. matter on th?i genealogy of the Rajpoot princes 
of Jypore, Joudpore, and Oudipore ; and Captain Baillie 
having, with no less kindness, suggested to his pupils the 
translation of it as a voluntary exercise during their vaca- 
tion hours* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

In an eixpedition againft Jypore, Mr. Thomas is 
joined hy Vavon Row.’ — Their proceedhigs , — - 
Account of the city of Futtahpore. — Approach 
of the Jypore army^'^BatiJe of Futtahpore, 

I N returning from a digreffion, which it is 
hoped will have afforded our readers fome 
relief from the tedium of narrative detail, it is 
now neceffary to remark, that about this time 
Luckwah, commander in chief of the forces of 
Scindiah north of the Nerbuddah, fent orders 
to Vavon Row to invade Jypore ; and in his 
letter on that fubje<3:, having mentioned the 
fum exacted by his predecefTors in office from 
each of the diftrids, he recommended Vavon 
Row to demand an equal proportion on the 
prefent occafion, as a reward for the fervice to 
be performed : he. moreover allowed Vavon 
Row ten annas in the rupee, from the money 
thus colleded, to be divided among the troops. 
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and the remaining fix annas to be font to his 
own treafury. 


Vavon Row, on receipt of the above or- 
der, wrote preffing letters to Mr. Thomas, 
inviting him to join in the propofed expedition ; 
but he, though willing to make a temporary 
incurfion to Jypore to obtain prefent relief to 
"his neceflities, was by no means inclined to go 
the lengths propofed, arid at firfi: from pruden- 
tial motives declined the offer. 

Mr. Thomas moreover was not ignorant that 
the fubfiflence of fo large a body of troops on 
an expedition like the prefent, could only be 
obtained by a full treafury, ^nd his own re- 
four'oes were at prefent dried up*. That the 
numerous cavalry which the Jypore rajah could 
bring into the field would very much impede 
their efforts in procuring the neceffary fupplies 
of forage and provifipns ; and that without 
thefe aids the fuccefs of the expedition would 
be very doubtful ; and finally, he remarked to 
Vavon Row, that even if fuccefs attended their 
arms the rajah would never pay to them the 
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ium fpecified, but would refer the matter to 
Luck wall himfelf, whereby they would lofe 
the fruits of their labours. Thefe fuggeftions, 
however falutary in their defign, could not per- 
fuade Vavon Row to give up his fcheme, or 
convince him that their united force was in- 
competent to the prefent conteft. 

That chief now fent bis vakeel to Mr. Tho- 
rhas, promihng him a fum of money, of which 
he flood in great need, for the proffered affifl- 
ance, and he at length clofed with the pro- 
pofal. ;• 

His force at this time corififled of three bat- 
talions of four hundred men each, with fourteen 
pieces of artillery, ninety horfe, three hundred 
Rohiilas, and two hundred of the peafantry of 
Hurrianah, with which he joined V^von Row 
at Kanond. 

■■ ■ , . . 

That chief had himfelf one battalion of in- 
fantry, four pieces of artillery, nine hundred 
cavalry, and fix hundred irregulars. With this 
force they commenced their march towards 
Jypore. On entering the country, a party of 
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the Rajah *s troops Rationed to colledt the re- 
venues retreated ; when the chief of the diftri<ft 
font vakeels into Mr. Thomas’s camp, who 
agreed to the payment of the two years’ tribute 
_ which had been named by Luckwah. 

The offer was accepted, and the troops 
marching forward compelled feveral others to 
fubmit to fimilar exactions. For near a month 
the united armies continued their progrefs 
without interruption I but the rajah of Jypore, 
•who had in the interim been colledling his 
troops, now marched to the relief of his pofTef- 
fions, with a refblution to punifli the invaders, 
and revenge the infult he had fuRained, by 
giving battle w^herever he fhould meet with his 
enemies. The army thus colleded, amounted 
to forty thoufand men, with which the rajah 
marched againR Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row, 
who, not having yet got poffeffion of any place 
from whence a fupply of grain could be drawn, 
became Yenfible of their error, arid were re- 
duced to a fituation truly hazardous. Vavon 
Row deeming it impoRible to encounter fo 
large a force, now acquainted Mr. Thomas that 
he muR rely on hi-s own exertions ; that from 
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the numbers and acknowledged bravery of the 
enemy, who were chiefly Rajpoots, there could 
exifl; but fmall hope of'fuccefs in rilking an en- 
gagement, and for thefe confiderations advifed 
Mr. Thomas to retreat. To combat thefe ar- 
guments, and fruflrate a defign fo puflllanimous 
in its nature, Mr. Thomas reminded Vavon 
Row of his hafly and inconfidcrate condud in 
leading them into their prefent exigency, that 
there exifled no caufe to prevent at leafl: one 
trial of flrength, their own troops being faith- 
ful to them, and in high fpirit to engage ; that 
moreover, to think of a retreat on the preJfent 
occaflon, without an exertion on their part, 
would be a diflionour to himfelf and his pro- 
genitors, who never turned their backs on an 
enemy ; and finally obferved, that if Vavon 
Row now receded, he never could again expedl 
to be employed by Sciiidiah, or any other chief 
under his authority. Thefe arguments com- 
bined at length made an impreflion on the 
mind of Va^on Row, and he agreed to riik an 
engagement. 

With thia determination, they marched 
forthwith to the city of Futtahpore, in which 
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they expe6led to meet with a fupply of grain 
fufficient for the confumption of their troops ; 
but on their arrival the inhabitants, who had 
received intimation of their approach, were 
bufily employed in filling up the wells in the 
neighbourhood, in order to diltrefs the troops 
for water. They had nearly completed this 
defign, only one remaining open, when Mr. 
Thomas arrived. 


The pofiefiTion of this remaining well now 
became the obje6: of contention betwixt Mr. 
Thomas and a body of four hundred men who 
had been detached from the city for the expreis 
purpofe of filling it up. Mr. Thomas, who 
perceived no time was to be loft, ordered his 
cavalry to charge. The adlion was at firfl ob- 
ftinate ; but two of the enemy’s firdars being 
hilled, the reft retreated, and the well was hap- 
pily preferved. This was of great importance, 
as except in this fingle fupply no water was to 
be procured but from a confiderable diftance. 

The fervice on this day was uncommonly 
fevere, as Mr. Thomas had completed a march 
of five«an d- twenty • m>les over a deep fand. 
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which in mofl places was above the ancles of 
his men ; be was therefore glad to encamp, 
and afford fome repofe to his fatigued troops. 

As the city of Futtahpore was marked in 
Mr. Thomas’s military career, as a place of 
hgnal fuccefs, an account of it may not per- 
haps be deemed intrufive, 

Kaieem Khan, a Tartar nobleman, accom- 
panied the ftandard of the Moguls on their firfl: 
invafion of Hindoftan ; and as a reward for his 
military fervices on that occafion hatf'been pre- 
fenfed with the government of the adjoining 
country of Hurrianah and Jinjinnoo, where he 
fettled with his family and adherents. 

In procefs of time, however, the Mogul 
princes who fat on the throne of Delhi, un- 
mindful of the fervices, of this illuftrious family, 
endeavoured to effed their ruin ; and finally 
by a tyrannical procedure, expelled them from 
the province. On their expulfion they fought 
an afylum in the dominioiisof Jypore, by whofe 
ruler they were kindly received,, and where 
they remained until the prefen t time. The city 
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of Futtahpore was allotted for their refidence : 
where, lince that period, the defcendants of 
Kaicem Khan have continued to refide, retain- 
ing, along with the name of their founder, the 
characteriflic energy and military fpirit of the 
tribe ; and are to this day termed by the na- 
tives Kaieem KhaneCj or defcendants of Kaieem 
Khan, 


The city of Futtahpore being full of people, 
Mr. Thomas, in order to fave the efFufion of 
blood, was defirous to treat with the inhabit- 
ants for its ranfom : but the demands of Va- 
von Row were fo exorbitant, that they de-' 
dined compliance. 

The Mahratta chief aflced no lefs a fum 
than ten lacs of rupees, whilfl: the townspeople 
only offered one, ehcouraged perhaps by the 
hope of receiving affiftance from the rajah of 
Jypore, who was rapidly advancing to their 
relief. 

During thefe negotiations night came on,, 
and nothing was done refpeding the propofed 
ranfom : fome perfons, however, who had been 
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feiit into the city by Mr. Thomas to protccSI: 
the place until they could make the terms of 
furrender, unluckily began to plunder the in- 
habitants ; which circumftance fo exafperated 
the commandant, that he broke off all further 
treaty, and the united force then took poffef- 
fion of the place by fform. This was fcarcely 
effeded, when intelligence of the rajah’s ap- 
proach was announced to Mr. Thomas, who 
then thought proper to fortify his camp, which, 
he did in the following manner. In the neigh- 
bourhood were abundance of large thorn-trees, 
w’hich are common in the weff of India: a 
fufficient number of thele were cut down, and, 
by Mr. Thomas’s diredlion, piled one iipon 
another in the front and flanks of his camp, 
his rear being, fecured by the city of Futtah- 
pore. To render it more impenetrable, the 
branches of the trees * being clofely interwoven 

* It Is remarkable that Mr. Thomas, who had read very 
little, should, from the resources of his own mind, have 
adopted a mode of defence parallel with one related in the 
History of Modern Europe. Speaking of the approach of 
the British army under the command of General Aber- 
cromby, in the war of 1758, against the fort of Ticonde-' 
rago, in North America, The Erench (.says the historian) 
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with each other, were then made fall with 
ropes, thus forming chevaux de frhe to keep oiF 
the cavalry ; and laftly a large quantity of fand 
was throw^n between the branches which point- 
ed outwards toward the enemy. 


A trench could not be dug, as the fand was 
fb loofe in its quality that the excavations ^vere 
inilantly filled up as foon as made: but the 
abbatis above-mentioned wason feveral accounts 
highly fcrviceable, particularly as it not only 
fecured Mr. Thomas from the attacks of the 
enemy’s cavalry, but alforded prote<5tion to 
the camp. He next direded batteries to be 
made for the defence of the different W'ells in 
the neighbourhood, which had by this time 
been cleaned out and opened afrefli for ufe. 
He took poffdiion of and fortified the city in 
the be{t manner that the fiiortnefs of the time 

“ were stationed under the cannon of the place, behind an 
** abbatis or breast-work formed of the trunks of trees 
“ piled one upon another j and they were farther defended 
” by whole trees, with their branches outward, some of 
“ which were cut and sharpened so as to answer the pur- 
“ pose of chevaux de frize.^^ — See Russel’s History of Mo- 
dern Europe, vol. y. p, 28S, 
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admitted ; ordered a large fupply of provlfions 
to be brought into his camp ; and had fcarccly 
ifinifhed thefe preparations, when the vanguard 
of the enemy’s army appeared in fight. 

On their arrival, the enemy encamped within 
four cofs of Mr. Thomas, and foon after puflied 
on a detachment of cavalry and infantry to 
clear the wells in the neighbourhood. For 
two days he allowed them to proceed with 
their work uninterruptedly; but on the third 
morning, he with two battalions of infantry, 
eight pieces of artillery, and his own cavalryi 
marched out with a refolution to attack their 
grand park of artillery, leaving directions to 
the battalion that remained behind to attack 
and dilperfe the advanced party before-men- 
tioned. On his departure, he left a WTitterfe 
paper for Vavon FoW”, reqiiefting that chief to 
follow with the remainder of his cavalry, and 
vvith the infantry which he had with him, to 
provide for the fecurity of the camp; 

Mr. Thomas was difpofed to aCt in this man-^ 
her from his experience of the Mahrattas, who 
he well knew, if acquainted with his plans. 
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could keep nothing feeret, but would, bj di- 
vulging them, put the enemy on their guards 
It was night when he fet out; and a tumbril 
being upfet on the road, occafioned confider- 
able delay' in their progrefs, fo that the day 
began to dawn before the evil was repaired ; 
and, to add to his mortidcation, on arriving 
near the camp, he perceived the enemy 
fcmbled under arms, and ready to receive him. 


It was now too late to carry his hrft defign 
into execution. He pufhed on, however; 
and, coming up with a party wdio now ad- 
vanced to meet him, attacked them to the 
number of feven thoufand men with great 
- fpirit and vigour. The enemy made but a 
teeble reiifirance, and fpon after withdrew to 
their main body, having fuftained condderable 
lols. The "Wells wdiich had been cleaned out 
were again filled up; and Mr. Thomas, after 
colleding the horfes and other cattle which 
had been left on the field, returned with his 
detachment to camp. On his way he met 
with the Mahratta cavalry, who feemed much 
out of humour that they had not been con- 
fulted on fo important an occadon: but Vavon 
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Rov 7, their chief, repreffed their pride by tell- 
ing them plainly, that their own delay in ac- 
coutring was the real caufe of theii: difap- 
poihtmeiit, 

Mr. Thomas’s officers now received khil- 
luts^ from the Mahratta chief; and, to pre- 
vent animofities, fimilar marks of honour were 
beftowed, though with reludlance, on the of- 
ficers of the Mahratta horfe. 

Preparations were now making by the 
enemy to bring on a general engagement; 
which proved far greater in its confequences 
than either party had forefeen. The next 
morning at day-break, Mr. Thomas was in- 
formed that there w^as a great buftle in the 
eneriiy’s camp, and fliortly after received intel- 
ligence of their actual approach in order of 
battle. He had determined in his own mind 
the fpot where he would engage ; and as he 
well knew no reliance could be placed on the 
Mahrattas, he was neceffitated to leave a part 
of his infantry, and four lix-pounders, to guard 

* Dresses of honour; 
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the camp and cover his rear, which was in 
danger of being furrounded by the enemy : 
with the remainder, confining of two batta- 
lions of infantry, two hundred Rohillas, his ca- 
valry, and ten pieces of artillery, he prepared 
for the encounter. 


The Mahrattas, on ieeing the immenfe force 
they had to cope with, gave themfelves over 
for loft ; and Mr. Thomas was in a manner 
compelled to fight this important battle with- 
out alfiftance. 


After fome manoeuvres on cither fide, he 
was glad to find that the enemy diftributed 
their army as he wiflied. 


Their right wing, confiftlng of the whole 
force of the Rajpoot cavalry, was deftined to 
the attack of his camp ; and fo certain were 
they of victory, that, on perceiving the ftock- 
ade we have before deferibed, they laughed at 
the idea that a Jew as they w^ere pleafed 

to term them, could for a moment retard their 
progrefs, or refift the impetuofity of the attack. 
The left wing, confifting of four thoufand Ro- 
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hillaSi three thoufand Ghofleins, and fix tliou- 
fand irregular infantry, commanded by the 
chiefs of their refpedbve diftridfs, advanced at 
the fame time with hafty flrides and loud 
Ihouts, to take pofleffion of the city, the lols 
of w^hich, by cutting off the fnpply of w'atef, 
would have been attended with the moll fe- 
rious confequences. 

Their third, or main body, was compofed 
of ten battalions of infantry, twenty-two pieces 
of artillery, and the ^//a/i pojhy or body guard, 
of the rajah, conhfting of hxteen hundred men 
armed with matchlocks and ^abres, and com- 
manded by Rajah Roorojee Khavics, as genc- 
raliffimo of the -army, NotwithRanding this 
immenfe force, Mr. Thomas derived great ad- 
vantage from the portion in w^hich his troops 
were drawn up r his front and flanks being ie- 
cured by the fortified camp, and his rear by 
the city of Futtahpore, 

The enemy’s cavalry now advancing in clofe 
and compadl order, the Mahrattas, who were 
pofled in the rear, fent to require a reinforce- 
njent ; and accordingly Mr. Thomas, though 
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he could ill Ipare it> ordered four compaiiies 
and two of the g|ins which had been left for 
the protedion of the camp, to march out and 
join him; while, with three guns and five 
companies of infantry, he advanced to repel 
the attack of the enemy’s horfe. His maiii 
body was commanded by John Morris, an 
Englilliman, who, though a brave man (lays 
Mr. Thomas), was better adapted to con- 
dud a forlorn hope than to dired the mo- 
tions of troops in a field of battle,” Mr, 
Thomas having taken pojGTeffion of a very high 
fand-bank, the enemy w^ere thus placed be- 
tween two fires, and could neither charge him 
or attack the camp ; they confequently began 
to draw off : but perceiving he had but few 
cavalry, and thofe being in his rear, on a fud- 
den made a furious charge upon thern, by 
■which the perfon who commanded, and leve- 
ral other brave men, v^^erC’ indantly cut to 
pieces ; and it was not until the advance of 
two companies of grenadiers, who, after hav- 
ing given their volley, charged with bayonets, 
that the enemy, thus expofed, were compelled 
to retreat j and had the other divifions of their 
army behaved with equal fpirit, the day would 
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have been their own. It was not, however, 
until their cavalry retreated, that the body def- 
tined to take poffeffion of the city thought 
proper to ,advance a fecond time, having al- 
ready once been driven back with confidcrable 
lofs. Within the city Mr. Thomas had polled 
the Hurrianah infantry, and one hundred ilo- 
hillas, -who, having fortified the highell and the 
flrongefl of the houles, could maintain them- 
felves againfl all attacks, excepting thofe of 
artillery. Gf this circumllance the enemy 
were aware; and accordingly now detached 
fix pieces of cannon againfl the city, with or- 
ders to renew the combat. Mr. Thomas, ori 
feeing their cavalry draw off from the field, 
was thereby enabled to fuccour thofe. He at- 
tacked the enemy inllantly, and with fo much 
vigour, that he compelled them to withdraw 
the artillery, and retreat. Their main body 
had by this time become a confufed mafs, 
■without order, regularity, or method. The 
enemy, notwithflanding, was determined to 
rifle the iffue of the day on a general charge 
on Mr. Thomas’s main body. But their ge- 
neral was not met on this occafion with equal 
ardour by his troops ; and Mr. Thomas, per- 
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ceiving them at a ftand, commenced a heavy 
£re of grape fliot from his guns, when, after 
fuftaining much lo/s, the enemy retreated; and 
Mr. Thomas at this time ordered his battalions 
that had fuiFered the leaft in the late conflict 
to advance in the purfuit. This, however, could 
not now be efFedted: the bullocks attached to 
the artillery, having been ftationed behind a 
fand-bank in the rear, could not be brought 
up with the expedition the emergency of the 
cafe required. At this time the Mahratta ca- 
valry, who, during the preceding part of the 
conflidl, had flood aloof, came forward with 
their fervices in this purfuit. After forne de- 
lay, Mr. Thomas, having procured a flifHcient 
number of bullocks for one of his guns, ad- 
vanced with that and a battalion of infantry 
againfl the enemy ; while the Mahratta horfe, 
to wipe ofF the difgrace they had before fuf- 
fered by their inadlivity, joined in the purfuit. 

The enemy were retreating in all diredions ; 
and Mr. Thomas prepared to take poflefFion 
of a pair of twenty-four pounders, which re- 
mained near the fpot where he flood, and di- 
yeded fome of his people to carry them intq 
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the rear. At this inft^nt a large body of Raj- 
poot cavalry advanced fword in hand to rcfcue 
the guns, when the cowardly Mahrattas, wlfh- 
out fuftaining a hngle alTault, quitted the iidd, 
Mr. Thomas, perceiving the enemy continued 
to advance, drew up his troops as w’cli as the 
fliortneis of time permitted ; but before he. was 
completely formed^' the Maliratta horfc, in 
their pufillanimous flight, had broken through 
his left wing, -and were followed clofely bj 
the Rajpoots, who began to cut down a great 
number of Ifis men, Thefe gallant foldiers 
made a brave reflftance ; many of them, even 
}n the agonies of death# feized hold of the 
bridles of the enemy’s Kories* The moment 
was critical; and to Mr. Thomas pregnant 
with future mifehief. With the, only gun 
that remained, which he loaded up to the 
muzzle, and about one hundred and fifty of his 
followers, who bravely determined to conquer 
or die wdth him, he waited the event with 
fortitude. After permitting the enemy to ap- 
proach within forty yards, he gave his fire, 
accompanied at the fame time by a volley of 
mufquetry, with fuch conflderable efFedt, that 
peat numbers of, the enemy were inftantly 
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knocked down. This firft effort, being foI« 
lowed by two other difcharges, completely 
routed the enemy, and drove them from this 
well- contefted field. 

The Mahratta horfe, who had been the 
chief caufe of the late difafter, had in the in- 
terim haftened to the camp for protection, but 
were by Mr. Thomas’s order refufcd admit- 
tance ; and a fmall party of Kajpoots, who had 
followed in their "rear, put feveral to death 
without mercy.'^ 

The enemy’s infantry, perceiving the attack 
made by the horfe, began by this time to rally, 
and feemed inclined to renew the adion. To 
afford them an opportunity of fo doing, Mr. 
Thomas, having colledled the remains of his 
gallant detachment, waited the attack. The 
day approaching to a clofe, the enemy thought 
proper to retire; and Mr. Thomas, after fearch- 
ing in vain for the twenty- four pounders which 
he had once poffcffcd during the action, re- 

* Throughout the whole of this aftion, Mr. Thomas 
speaks in terms most indignant of the disgraceful behaviour 
of his allies. 
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turned with his army to camp. In this adion.;, 
in killed and wounded, Mr. Thomas loft three 
hundred men (amongft the latter of whom 
was the gallant Morris): that of the enemy 
amounted to more than two thoufand, exclu- 
five of horfcs and other valuable eftedls, which 
they were compelled to leaye behind on the 
f eld of battle. 



MBMOim OF 


lA-Pf X799« 






CHAPTER IX, 

J^lltary operations continued.- — Mr. Thomas com-* 
polled to retreat.—MyiJirefs of the army. — Peace 
concluded. — Mr. Thomas marches agahijl the 
rajah of Beykaneer. — Geographical defcrlption 
of that country— of the Lackhi Jungle . — - 
Iflilttary operations. -^Mr. Thomas enters into 
mgagements with Amhajee. 

O N the enfuing morning, Mr. Thomas no- 
tified to the enemy’s general that he 
might fend proper perlons to bury the dead, 
and carry away the wounded men without in- 
terruption on his part. This civility w’as re- 
ceived wfith attention, accompanied at the fame 
time with a requefi: to treat for peace, 

Vavon E.OW, as a previous ilipulation, infift- 
ed on the payment of a large fimi of money to 
indemnify him for Ioffes lullalncd daring the 
campaign. To this the other objedled, upon 
the principle of not being authorifed by the 
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( rajah of Jy poor to difburfe fo large a fiirh with-^ 

I out further orders. On receiving this anfwer^ 

^ Mr. Thomas, fufpeding that the enemy only 

I waited for time to procure a reinforcenienty 

recommended to Vavon Row the profecution 
of hoftilities. That chief was averfe to the pro-* 
pofal, as he deemed the performance of mamlay 
or agreement, preferable to the hazard and rifk 
of a fecond engagement, and therefore he over- 
ruled Mr. Thomas’s objeclions. The negotia- 
tions for peace were therefore broken off. The 
enemy, having colledled the fcattered remains 
> of their forces, took poff on their former ground. 

In the mean time letters from Scindlah arrived, 
requefting Vavon Row to defift from hofliillties 
againff the troops of Jypoor. Others of fimilar 
i import came from Mr. Perron, w^ho had lately 

I fucceeded General Duboigne in the chief com- 

mand of Scindiah’s forces, 

^ The enemy now of their own accord offered 

to pay the fum of fifty thoufand rupees, which 
being moft unaccountably rejeded, Vavon Row 
had much reafon to repent. During the late 
; negotiations confiderable reinforcements had 

I arrived in the Jypoor camp, and hoffllities re- 
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commenced with redoubled vigour on both 
fides» 


Mr. Thomas’s troops from a want of forage^ 
which they were obliged to coiledt from a 
diftance of twenty miles from the camp, fuf- 
tained much inconvenience. In attempts to 
bring it in they were moreover liarafled by de- 
tached parties of the enemy ; and to complete 
their diftrefs, the rajah of Beykaneer had by 
this time reinforced the Jypore army with five 
thoufand men. The Mahrattas in Mr. Tho* 
mas’s camp, wholly ufeleis, w^ere fit only to 
plunder and defiiroy the unrefifting peafantry. 
Thus fituated, and forage continuing to dc- 
creafe, a council of war W'as held between 
Vavon Row, Mr. Thomas, and the other com- 
manders, in which it w'as unanimoully agreed 
to attempt a retreat to their own country. 


Agreeably to this refolution, the next mom-^ 
ing before day-break, the troops began to file 
off, but were fcarcely got in motion when the 
enemy’s whole force came up to the attack. 
While it continued dark, great confufion pre- 
vailed ; but on the appearance of day-light, Mr.- 
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Thomas, having formed his men> compelled the 
enemy to retreat with great lofs. 

They ftill continued to hang on his rear, and 
annoy him with the fire of artillery, affifledby 
an immenfe quantity of rockets. From the 
rapidity of his march the enemy’s heavy guns 
were foon obliged to remain behind, and the 
rocket and the matchlock men alone continued 
thepurfuit. The day was intenfely hot, and the 
troops fuffered feverely from a total want of 
water ; this caufe, however, 02:>erating in a fi- 
jmilar manner upon the enemy, prevented the 
execution of their plans. The fervice was ievere, 
and in the highefi; degree fatiguing ; at length 
after a toilfomc march, Mr. Thomas arrived in 
the evening at a village, where he fortunately 
met with two wells, containing plenty of excel- 
lent, water. His men, eager to catch a refre/hing 
draught, crowded fo fafl; upon each other that 
two fell into the well, by which accident one 
of them was inftantly fuffocated, and the other 
with much difficulty brought out alive. Care 
was now taken to prevent a renewal of fimilar 
accidents, by ftationing an armed force to pro- 
te^f the w’-ell, till by degrees moft of the troops 
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having received a fmall fupply, the confufion 
ceafed, and order was reftored in the camp. 

The enemy ftili followed in thereaf, and en- 
camped within two cofs. Mr. Thomas deter- 
mined to renew the attack the enfuing day. 

Mr. Thbmas> perceiving that his men had 
loft their accuftomed fpirits, to encourage them 
marched himfelf, on footj at their head> during 
^tlie whole of the enfuing day* 

The enemy frequently appearing inclined td 
charge, Mr. Thomas diredled the commandant 
of artillery to keep up a conftant fire in the 
rear. This, in fome degree checked their ar- 
dour, and afforded an opportunity to his own 
troops to move on. After a ftcoiid day’s marchj 
attended by circumftances of diftrefs fimilar to 
the preceding one, though with confiderable 
loft to the enemy, Mr. Thomas arrived at ei 
large town ; in the neighbourhood of which he 
was gratified with the fight of an ample fupply 
of water, from five wells* 

I-fere the enemy defifting from the purfult, 
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Mr. Thomas had time to direft his attention 
to the fituation of his own troops. The fick 
and wounded were condud:ed to a place of 
fafetj, together with the hoftages which had 
been received from the enemy on the com- 
mencement of the late negotiations ; and haying 
refted and refretlied his men, Mr. Thomas re- 
commenced hoftilities on the enemy’s country, 
and, by a fucceffion of exa<ftions and fines, foon 
obtained money fufficient to , defray his expences, 
and fatisfy his troops for their arrears. 

By this time, the rajah of Jypoor, fenfible of 
the injury which his country would fufirain by 
thefe depredations, once more fent perfons to 
offer terras to Vavon liow, for the evacuation 
of his territories. The terms were accepted, a 
fum of money paid, and hofliilities ceafed. 

On the conclufion of the tranfadlions, Mr. 
Thomas determined to retaliate on the rajah of 
Beykaneer, and punilh him for the aid which 
he had afforded the prince of Jypoor the pre- 
ceding yearl 

To comprehend, however, the nature of this 
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expedition, it will be iieceilary in this place to 
recur to a geographical and flatilHcai fketcii of 
this remarkable country. 


The province of Beykaneer is bounded on the 
north by the country of the Battles, well by the 
defert, fouth-weft by Jcffelmere, and fouth by 
Joudpoor ; Ibuth-eall; by Jypoor, and caft by 
the diftridt of Hurrianah. It is one hundred 
and twenty cofs from north to fouth, and from 
fifty to eighty from eaft to weft ; but is broad- 
eft in the centre. The country is elevated; 
the foil a light brown fand, from the nature of 
which rain is fvvallovvcd up as foon as fiillen. 
This clrcumftance renders necefiary a recourfe 
to the conftrudliou of wxlls in all parts of the 
country. Thefe, which are made of brick, are in 
general from one to tsvo hundred feet in depth, 
though towards the Jeflciraere frontier they 
extend to no Icis dian three hundred feet. For 
the ordinary purpofes of life, and domeftic con- 
fumption, each family is careful to provide a 
eiftern for the reception of rain water; as a 
dearth of this precious article frequently com- 
pels the inhabitants, by whole fan'^llics, to mi- 
grate to a more favourable foil; . . ^ 
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With the exception of a few villages towards 
the eaftern boundary, the cultivation of Bey- 
kaneer is precarious ; bajerah, and other forts 
of Indian pul fe, being all that are produced. 
But horfes and bullocks are numercTus. From 
the caufes above flatcd, the inhabitants of Bey- 
kaneer are obliged in a great meafure to depend 
ijpon their neighbours for the necelkiiy fupplies 
of provifions ; as even in the few places moft 
favourable for cultivation the produce of the 
fields fcarcely recompenfes the labour of ths 
peafant. , " 

The city of Bey kaneer is fpacious, well-builtj 
and furrounded by a wall of conker. 

One mile fouth-weft of the city is the fort 
where the rajah refides. It is a place of con- 
fiderable ftrength, built in the Indian ftyle, and 
encompaffed by a broad and deep ditch ; but 
the chief fecurity of both the city and fort is 
owing to the fcarcity of water in the furround- 
ing country. 

The form of government in Beykaneer re- 
fembles that of Joudpoor, for here alfo both 
M 2 
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the property and lives of the fubjed are entirely 
at the dilpofal of the prince, 

Soorut Sing, the prefent ruler of Beykaneer, 
has been of late years compelled to maintain 
an army of mercenaries for the fecurity of his 
authority. For though at his acceffion to the 
government he found himlelf pofTelTed ot a full 
treafury, which the wifdom and forefight of his 
anceftors had hoarded up with frugality and 
care ; yet from boundlefs profufion and thought- 
lefs extravagance this was quickly diffipated; 
and his neceffities compelling him to have re- 
courfe to extortions to fupply his extravagance, 
he has, by becoming cruel, tyrannical, and op- 
preffive, thereby alienated the love of his fub- 
jedls.^ 

^ In the year 1 799, the rajah of Beykaucer committed 
an.a£i: deserving of the highest reprobation, and which 
stands confirmed on the authority of Mr. Tiiomas. 

A party who were sent by Yizier Ali, the spurious 
hawaub of Oude, to the country of Zemaun Shah, were, 
by order of Soorut Sing, the present sovereign, not only 
detained prisoners in their passage through his territories, 
but plundered of their property and treasure to the amount 
of twenty-seven lacks of rupees, and finally put to death. 
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The inhabitants of Beykaneer are in general 
Kajpoots, and fpring from the parent ftock of 
Oudipore, as will be hereafter noticed in the 
hiftorical flietch of that remarkable country. 
This of courfe attaches to them a fimilarity of 
habits and manners. It has however been re-* 
marked that although Rajpoots, and of the 
Rhatore tribe, the Beykaneerians are cruel in 
difpofition, cowardly, and treacherous. Thefe 
degenerate fy mptoms may be attributed partly 
to their indolent and inadivc Rate for a long 
period of years ; and partly to a relaxation in 
their ancient fimplicity of manners, oecalioned 
by the bad example fet them by their own 
princes. 

The revenues of Beykaneer amount to about 
three lacks of rupees ; though the rajah has oc- 
cafionally found means, by laying duties and 
vexatious impoRs on the merchants palling 
through his country, to realize nearly double 
that fum. 

The trade formerly palling from the port of 
Soorat to Tatta on the Indus, entered from 


MEMOIRS OR 




[a. b. i799» 


thence the Beykaneer province. The nfiral 
route of the caravans vvas through Joudpore 
and the province of JclTelmere ; but the rapa- 
city and injuilice of the reigning prince, as 
above related, have, of late years, if not utterly 
annihilated commerce, at leaft directed its 
conrfe into other channels : of this neglect the 
rajah of Jypore has reaped the principal bene- 
fit, by turning the mofi: lucrative branches of 
commerce into his own territories. 


The force of Beykaneer may amount on the 
W'hole to eight thouland men ; two fifths of 
which are cavalry, and the remahider infantry 
and artillery. In the fervice ot this prince are 
feveral Europeans of ditferent nations, who re- 
fide wdthin the fort of Beykaneer. 

The rajah of Beykaneer has many enemies, 
the principal of which are his neighbours the 
Battles, whole country he invaded about nine 
years fince, but without fuccels. He has, in 
like manner, been unfuccefsfol in feveral at- 
tempts lately made in the difiridl of Churoo. 

Confidering the nature of the foil and climate 
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of this country, it muft appear matter of no 
iinall furprize, that any people iliould volun- 
tarily have feledled fo barren and unprofitable 
a fpot for a permanent refidence. In Mr. Tho- 
mas’s opinion, this determination muft have 
originated in tlie predlledion maiiifefted by the 
firft fettlers for this dreary folitude; either from 
a romantic wifla for retirement among them- 
felves, or occafioncd by the hatred which 
they entertained agai nib the oppreffion and in- 
juftice of their former rulers. The natives of 
this dlftricl are robuft, hardy, and excellent 
farmers. 

Adjoining the province of Beykaneer is the 
diftridl called the Lacky Jungle, fo much and 
fo defervedly celebrated for the fertility of its 
pafture lands, and for a breed of excellent 
horfes of the highefl eftimatlon in India. The 
Lacky Jungle is comprlfed within the diftri(fb 
of Batinda, forming a circle of about twenty- 
four colfes of the country each way. On the 
north it is bounded by the country of Roy 
Kelaun, eaft by the province of Hurrianah, 
ibutli by Batnier, and weft by the great defert. 
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It is fituated twenty-two cols nortli of Batnier, 
and fifty weft of Pattialah, to whofe chief the 
rajah is tributary.^ The ibil being fiindy, the 
wells are of confiderable depth . The country 
yields rice and b^erah, and other forts of grain, 
but not in abundance. The chief excellency 
of the diftridl confifts in its pafture lands, which 
for a fucceffion of ages have been celebrated as 
a nurfery for cattle. The original breed in this 
country has been much improved by Perfian 
horfes, which were introduced during the fuc- 
ceffive invafions of Nadir Shah and the Abdal- 
lis into Hindooftan. This breed however, has 
of late years been much iiegledled. This Mr. 
Thomas attributes to the exadlions of the go- 
vern raent, or rather to the rapacity of the mi- 
nifters of the rajah, who frequently compel the 
proprietors of the horfes to fell them at their own 
price, much under the real value ; and when 
purchafed they are by thefe rapacious men fent, 
on their own accounts, to different parts of the 
peninfula, and fold at a confiderable profit. 

^ Consult the map. — This part of the country however 
stands in need of an actual survey, which would be both 
curious and interesting. 
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This impolitic meafore has not only caufed 
a decreafe in the prefent breed, but has alio 
deterred the inhabitants from extending the 
traffic ; though, on the contrary, if the breeders 
of the horfes were allowed a fair and equitable 
market, and they were to be exempted from 
thofe vexatious drawbacks, the commerce might 
again flourifli, and the proprietors of land in the 
Lacky Jungle and its vicinity would have a 
certain preference in fupplying the neighbour- 
ing ftates with plenty of the fineft horfes in 
India, 

The prices of the horfes are variable, and ob- 
tain according to the quality of the animal ; 
they arc in general from tw’o hundred to one 
thoufand rupees in value, which latter fum is 
feldom exceeded. 

It is remarked that the breeders are averfe to 
difpofe of their brood mares ; and if prevailed 
upon to do fo, will exad double price : though 
in general with regard to foreigners, they can- 
not be perfuaded to part with a brood mare for 
any price. 
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While breeding, the mares and ibals are kept 
apart from thehorfes. The women and children 
look after them during the day-time. At the 
ieafon of the periodical rains they are allowed 
to graze, and are brought home at night ; but 
in the cold and dry feafons they are fed upon 
hay, which is dried in the fame manner .as in 
Europe ; a cuftom common throughout the 
w^eft of India. 


One thing only diminiflies the excellence of 
this breed, which is a. difeafe of the moft dif- 
treffing nature. A fpecies of mufquitoes, called 
by the natives Dunkh^*, and fometimes Fetha, 
are not only very troubiefome to the animals, 
by annoying them with their flings, but in a 
fhort time degenerating into an incurable can- 
cer, the horfes die. 


This diforder prevails chiefly in the neigh- 

* This is remarkable, and it would no doubt amply re- 
compense the labour any gentleman of science might bestow 
in investigating the causes of this extraordinary distemper, 
and pointing out a remedy ; more especially, as it seems 
peculiar to tlie district called the Lacky Jungle. 
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bourhood of the Cuggur river, more particularly 
about tlic towns of Futtialibad, Scerfah, and 
Iluayali ; and it is computed that in thefe 
places, and the interior parts of the Lackj 
Jungle, the yearly lofs fuftaincd by the ravages 
of this pernicious infecl is elliniatcd at one- 
fourth of the horfes^ that are produced. 

Returning from our geographical excurfion, 
we now refume the thread of our narrative. 
When refolved on the invafion of Beykaneer, 
Mr. Thomas, with great precaution and fore- 
light, had prepared a number of water-bags for 
the ufe of bis army ; a meafure which the 
fcarcity of w’ater in that country rendered in- 
difpenfably necelTary. 

With this aid, and a reinforcement of troops* 
he on the commencement of the rainy fcafon 
began his march. The rajah, who had received 

In addition to tlie foregoing it may be observed, that 
though the best horses are said to be produced within the 
boundaries of the Lacky Jungle, Mr. Thomas affirms that 
equally good liorses may be procured many coss distant 
from thence ; a circumstance which may possibly have con- 
founded the real Jungle with some other place. 
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intimation of the intended attack, was prepared 
to repel’ it. Being in want of artillery, and 
Itnowing he could not ifand againft Mr. Tho- 
mas on the plain, he Rationed large bodies of 
infantry in each of the frontier to wms. 


The firft attack was made on the village of 
Jeitpore, in which were three thoufand men. 
Mr. Thomas refblved on an immediate alTault ; 
and carried the place, though with the lofs of 
two hundred of his troops. The lives and pro- 
perty of the furvivors were then ranfomed for 
a fum of money; and fuccefsful in this firft on- 
iet, Mr. Thomas met with but little refiftance 
during the remainder of the campaign. Inti- 
midated by thefe repeated defeats, the rajah’s 
followers deferted in crowds ; a few Kajpoots 
alone remained faithful to his caufe. 


Under circumftances fo unfavorable, the rajah 
diipatched a vakeel to Mr. Thomas, to requeft 
a ceftation from hoftilities, and confent to an 
adjuftment of former differences. The rajah 
agreed to pay the fum of two lacks of rupees, 
part of which was delivered on the fpot ; and 
for the remainder bills were given upon mer- 
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chants in Jypore, the amount of which Mr. 
Thomas never received. 

It has before been remarked that Luchv/ah 
and his colleague had been fuperfeded in their 
command, and made prifoners. This circum- 
ftance afforded Mr. Thomas an opportunity of 
regaining poffeffion of the diftridfs belonging to 
the dcceafed Appakandarow, and which, as 
above related, had been made over in form to 
Furnaveefe. Mr. Thomas now poffeffed him- 
felf of the diftridls in queftion, with an intent 
to prefent them to Appa’s heir ; but Ambajee 
and Mr. Perron, who had been lately nominated 
to the chief command in Hindooftan, hearing 
of his intentions, united in requefting Mr. Tho- 
mas to abftain from interfering in the affair. 
Confulting with Vavon Row on the fubjedt, he 
was advifed by that chief to comply, and at 
length affented. In recompence for this con- 
ceffion, the Marhattas gave him the pergimnah 
of Badhli, which he added to his other acqtii- 
fitions. 

Mr. Thomas next marched to Jelnd, a town 
on the frontiers of Hurrianah and Punjab, be- 
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longing to Bang Sing. This chief had, from 
Mr. Thomas’s firft entering the province, be- 
haved towards him in a hoffije manner, for 
which Mr. Thomas now determined to reta- 
liate, On his arrival at Jeind, the capital of 
Bang Sing, he attempted to ftorrn the place, 
blit w^as driven back with the lofs of four hun- 
dred men. Undifmaycd even at a check fo 
imexpeded, Mr. Thomas, having fortified his 
camp agreeably to his ufual cuftom, formed 
the blockade of the place; by which means, 
there being three thoufand perfons within the 
town, he expedled to compel them to a furren- 
der. In this hope he was for the prefent dif- 
appointed. The filter of Sahib Sing, of Putti- 
alab, a, woman of a mafculine and intrepid 
fpirit, attended by a large force, arrived to fuc- 
cour the place : with her alfb came Bughee! 
Sing, and other chiefs of the Seiks, Mr. Tho- 
mas, without hefitation, attacked the laft-men- 
tioned party with fo much fpirit that he com- 
pelled them to retire : and folio wing up his 
vidtory, drove them through their own camp 
which., confifiiing of itraw huts, he quickly de- 
itroyed by fire. They returned iio^vcver to the 
attack, and their numbers increafing, they w’ere 
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permkteci, by the fliarnefiil fupinenefs of his 
own officers, to take poiTeffion of two redoubts, 
by which many of -his beft men were cut to 
pieces. Supplies of provifion coming in flowly, 
and the country people perceiving the untoward 
fituation of affairs, now declared againff him, 
and joined the enemy. This compelled Mr. 
Thomas, alter a blockade of three months, to 
raife the fiege, and return to Hanfi. The ene- 
my, by this time increafed to ten thoufind 
men, followed in his rear ; and to add to his 
diftrefs, the chief of Puttialah appeared at the 
fame time with feveral pieces of heavy artillery. 
A retreat in thefe countries being alw'ays deemed 
equivalent to a defeat, the peafxntry who roffi 
on all fides increafed the difficulty in his pro- 
grefs. In hope of diverting the enernyk atten- 
tion, Mr. Thomas gave out that he was going 
to Jypore ; which lying far diftant from their 
own country, he expedled w^'Quld induce them 
to relinquiffi their purfuit. ■ In this he was uii" 
fuccefsful ; but the enemy having repeatedly 
attacked him, and as often been repulfcd, now 
of their own accord drew off, and directed their 
march towards Hand. Hoping to intercept 
him before he could reach that place, in tii-eir 
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route they encamped at Naniound, a town 
twenty cofs to the northward of Hanfi. Here 
Mr. Thomas refolved to attack them. For 
this purpofe he marched all night, and arriving 
by daybreak in their camp, gave them a com- 
plete defeat. Their tents, baggage, the how- 
dahs of their elephants, the bazar, with one 
thoufand faddles, and about two hundred 
horfes, fell into his hands ; but his troops dif- 
perfing on all hdes in fearch of plunder, pre- 
vented his becoming mafler of their artillery 
and elephants. 

From the inclemency of the feafon, Mr. Tho- 
mas was now neceffitated to return to the 
place where he had depofited his heavy bag- 
gage ; and the Seiks, in their late defeat, re- 
paired to Jeind. On their arrival they were re- 
fufed admittance into the place, by the filler of 
Sahib Sing. This lady, who, as we have before 
leen, had on feveral occafions exhibited a ipirit 
fuperior to what could have been expeded from 
her fex, and far more decided than her brother, 
now offered to take the held in perfon.' But 
the Seik chieftains, afliamed in being exceeded 
ill ipirit by a woman, returned to encounter 
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Mr. Thomas, whom th^ey found encamped near 
a large town. They now came to a refolution 
to conquer, or perifh in the attempt ; but whilft 
deliberating on the mode of attack, their own 
camp was fuddenly atTaulted during the night 
by a numerous and daring banditti, w'ho found- 
ed their trumpets with fucli loud alarms that 
the Seiks, thinking the whole force of Mr. 
Thomas was at hand, abandoned their .cap:}p 
■with precipitation. This circumftance, though 
it occafioned no real lofs to the Seiks, had great 
efFe<5l on the minds of the tountry people, 
kffened their ideas of Seik prowpfs^ The^eiks 
were now as dehrous of peace as they had be- 
fore been determined on the continuance of 
hoftilities ; and it was at length agreed between 
the contending parties that each Ihould remain 
in pofTeflion of their fcveral dilfri^s, , as tbpy 
•ftood before the fiege of Jeind. Excepting the 
Rajah of Pattialah, all the reft were well fatiC- 
fied with the termination of hoftilities. He 
alone refufed to, fign the treaty, although, in 
ipite of his. remonftrances, it was done by his 
more fpirited lifter. For this coiidudl the Seik 
chief ungeneroufly evinced his refentment, by 
detaining her a prifoner ; but Mr. Thomas, 
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deeming it his duty to interfere on this occafion, 
by threats compelled him to releafe her. 


About this time Mr. Thomas was invited by 
Ambajee to unite their forces : for his affiftance 
Mr. Thomas was to receive the monthly fum 
of fifty thoufand rupees. Having at prefent no 
particular deftination, he clofed with the terms : 
and agreeably to the inflrudions of Ambajee^ 
prepared, to lead his army to Oudipoor to en-» 
counter Luckwa; who by this timcj having re» 
gained his liberty, was aflembled in great force. 
As the country of Oudipoor conftitutes one of 
the principal ftates of Rajepootana, an^ is on 
feveral accounts extremely interefting, we fhali 
hope for pardon in digrelfing a little from the 
thread of our narrative, and proceed to take a 
retrolpetftive Iketch of its geographical pofition j 
and internal refources. 
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CHAPTER X, 

Geographical defcrtptlo7i of the country of Ou- 
dipoor or Mewar — its corflitution — mamiers 
and cujloms of the mhabltants — military ope-- 
rations in the Oudipoor country'-^termination 
of the campaign. 

dominions of Oudipoor are ferenty 
*** cofs from north to fouth, and £fty from 
eaR to weft. 

They are bounded on the north by Ajmere 
and the principality of Kilhcnghur, on the 
north and weft by Joudepoor,. on the fouth 
and eaft by the province of Malwa, and the 
north- eaft by Kotah and Boondy. 

The lands throughout Oudipoor are pof- ' 
fefted by the princes, and chief nobility, and 
are held as JaeedM. Thefe lands at prefent can 
yield an annual revenue of a crore of rupees ; 
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it formerly produced a larger fum, but the 
depredations committed by the Mahrattas fince 
taking polTeffion of .a great part of this coun- 
try, have caufed its redu^liori to the prefent 
flrandard ; and though th^ Mahrattas fince their 
conquefi: have permitted the landholders above- 
mentioned to retain their lands, yet by fre- 
quent exadlions and vexatious muldts, their 
value to the proprietors is confiderably lef- 
fened, 

Mofi: of the opulent towns in Mewar, which, 
formerly acknowledged the authority of the 
Oudipoor family, are now in the hands of the 
Mahrattas. 

The rajah is in a flrate fimilar to- that of the. 
emperor at Delhi ; he is entirely guided by 
Mahratta councils, and dependant on them in 
a great meafure for his fubfifience : but in 
Mr. Thomas’s opinion, they have not yet ob- 
tained the Urong holds in his country, and this 
prince, at prefent fo infignificant, may poffibly 
at no difi:ant period free himfelf from their 
ufurpations. 
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The country of Oudipoor is very produdive ; 
it yields fugar-cane, indigo, tobacco, wheat, rice, 
barley, and in diort every thing to be found in 
other parts of India iii the greateft abundance. 

In Oudipoor are found iron-niines, excel- 
lent timber, and in one part of the country is 
produced fiilphur. 

The generality of cattle, however, are irife- 
t-ior irl quality to thofe of the more wefteirh 
countties : horfes only are numerous, arid may 
be procured at a moderate price. , ' 

The produce of the neighbouring dates 
being nearly the lame as that of Oudipoor, the 
trade with them is not confiderable, but a very 
extenfive commerce from all parts of India was 
fornierly carried on through the agency of 
the GhbfTeins of Nathdora ; this of late years, 
through the oppreffive government of the 
Mahrattas, has been obftruded in its progrefs, 
almoll to annihilation. 

This country is uncommonly Ilrong by na- 
ture. The city of Oudipoor, which is htuated 
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in an amphitheatre of hills, is guarded in the 
approach by a deep and dangerous defile, which 
admits of only a fingle, carriage palling at a 
time. So extenlive is the circuit protected 
by this pafs, that between four and five hun- 
dred villages are contained within its range; 
but Oudipoor, thus furrounded by hills, is very 
unhealthy, and peculiarly fo during the feafon 
of tl^e periodical rains. 

The wells in the neighbourhood of the city, 
though but a fmall diftance from the furface 
of the earth, are ftrongly impregnated with 
the mineral qualities of the w'ater that flows 
from the neighbouring hills, a principal caufe 
of the infalubrity of this climate. 

The internal adminlftration of Oudipoor is 
extremely fiiigular, and therefore merits at- 
tention. 

The whole power of the ffate was formerly 
veiled in fixteen principal chieftains, who were 
accuflomed to refide at court, with a ftipu- 
lated number of followers. Thefe chiefs dif- 
tinguiflied by the nam^ of the fixteen omrahs,. 
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aild conftantly reiiding at the capital,- -uiider 
the immediate eye of the fovereign,. this cir- 
cumfiance rendered it impofifible for them to 
tranfadt the bnfmefs of theif refpedive do- 
mains in perfon. To remedy this inconve- 
nience, thirty-two inferior chiefs were nomi^- 
nated to affift them with their counfels : thefe 
were defignated the thitty-two omrahs; and 
in order to affift the latter, in the ordinary de* 
tail of bufmefs in the interior diftridlsi fixty* 
four inferior officers were appointed, who 
from their number are alfo called the fixty* 
four omrahs. Thefe combined, prefent a lyA 
tern not very diffimilar to that of the feudal 
terlures of Europe, prior to the confolidation 
of the French monarchy, under the emperor 
Charlemagne,* though that prince has been 
blamed by hiftoriatis for dividing his kingdom 
among his children, ' / 

In the original defgn of this extraordinary 
conflitution, it was intended that a grada- 
tion of authority ffiould be eftablifhed by the 

^ Consult the, History ei? iPrante, vol. 1 . p. 59, et seq, ' 
w^uthor anonymous. 
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fmaller number controlling the greater; fa 
that the thirty-two chiefs were to be fubfer- 
vient to the decrees of the council of f xteen, 
and by a fnmilar and progreffive ratio the refo- 
lutions of the fixty-four were to be controlled 
by thole of the thirty- two. 

But, as might reafonably have been expect- 
ed, the chiefs, by a frequent abufe of power, 
at length fanctioned the interference of the 
prince ; who by intrigues and fowing diflen- 
fions among them, gradually recovered the 
exercife of his own authority. 

> . He therefore forbade thele high-fpirited 
nobles to interfere with each others* concerns : 
and to remedy the inconveniences that go- 
vernment might fuftain from their private 
feuds, the rajah appointed of his own accord 
a dewaun, or controller-general ; to whom 
ail complaints from the omrahs or the iubjedts 
within their relpedive diHridls were to be 
made, and whofe adjudication was to be con- 
fidered as final. As the lands throughout Ou- 
dipoor had formerly been divided among the. 
omrahs, with a flight variation they have 
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Continued to the prefent day ; but the fotmer 
authority and political Oonfequence enjoyed by 
thefe omrahs in the adminiftration of the go- 
vernment, have long ceafed, and at prefent 
Mahratta influence alone prevails in the do- 
minions of Oudipoor. 

The policy of the Mahrattas has of late 
been diredkd to diflrefs the people of Oudi- 
poor with vexatious fines, rather than to difi- 
poflefs them altogether, as they apprehend, if 
driven to defperation, the Rajepoots might, 
not only unite in a common caufe, but by 
deferting the level country and taking refuge 
in the mountains, > render their complete fiib- 
jedlion extremely difficult. 

The nobility of Oudipoor are rajepoots of 
the tribe called Sefodia. This tribe among 
them is efteemed the purefl; and moft noble ; 
a few are Rahtours. In their peffons the Ou- 
dipoor Rajepoots are* not fo comely as the 
neighbouring rahtours, nor are they fo cou- 
rageous, although they frequently intermarry 
with that tribe. This difl;in6:ion in the raje-= 
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poot blood, in Mr. Thomas’s opinion, may be 
traced to the unhealthinefs of the climate. 
Though alFable in their manners and civil 
to ftrangers, the rajepoots of Oudipoor do 
not poffets an equal lliare of hncerity with 
their brethren in other parts of Rajepoo™ 
tana. 

The military force of Oudipoor may be 
eftimated at twelve thoufand cavalry ; the in- 
fantry, which is retained by the different om- 
rahs. in their refpe£l:ive forts to guard againft 
Mahratta invaiion, is very inconliderable. The 
arms of the Oudipoor rajepoots confift of a 
matchlock, a lance, and a fabre, though the 
former are not lb much ufed as the two 
latter. 

They are fond of glittering armour ; and 
clothe their horfes with a thick quilting, which 
it is faid will refill the ftroke of a fabre. 

Mr. Thomas moreover confiders the Inha- 
bitants of Oudipoor as more inclined to pomp 
arid luxury than the other tribes. ^ „ 
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It is however to be remarked, that when 
the honour of their women is concerned, or 
they are afraid of their being infulted, the Ra- 
jepoots of Oudipoor, in common with their 
brethren in the other Hates, not only make a 
defperate refiftance, but if unfuccefsful feldom 
furvive their difgrace. 

If the natural Hrength of this country, its 
internal refources, and, above all, the fpirited 
and warlike charadler of its inhabitants, be con- 
fidered with attention, it can furely, concludes 
Mr. Thomas, be nq matter of wonder, that the 
fubjugation of a countr}’- fo difficult' -of accefs, 
Ihouldbe attended with innumerable obHacles; 
or that the hardy and independant chiefs, im- 
mured within their native fafhneiTes, fhould not 
only Hill be enabled to preferve themfelves from 
the Mahratta yoke, but continue even to the 
prelent hour to enjoy their patrimonial eftates 
in an undiHurbed tranquillity. 

We muft now carry back our narrative to 
the commencement of Mr. Thomas’s expedi- 
tion againft Luckwa; who, as before Hated, had 
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taken a ftroiig poiition on the frontiers of Oudi- 
,poor. ■" 

While on the march towards that country, 
Mr. Thomas Was alarmed by a mutiny which 
broke out among his troops, occafioned by 
delay in the payment of their arrears: As ari 
apology for a condudl fo unmilitary, they urg- 
ed, that as they were now marching towards 
the Deccan^', their families who were left be- 
hind would fuftain much inconvenience. Al- 
though there appeared fome reafon for the de- 
mand, Mr. Thomas deeming it a dangerols^ 
precedent to yield compliance, therefore gave 
them a denial. The mutineers, growing out- 
rageous, wifhed to furround and take him pri- 
foner : this he evaded by encamping apart 
from them with the foldiers who were Hill 
faithful. He then called in a body of cavalry 
to his affiftance, when the mutineers advanced 
with their guns to attack him. Refolved to 
reprefs their infolence orperifli in the attempt, 
Mr. Thomas now mounted his horfe, and 
went to meet them. Several fhot were fired 

* This tirord implies the south, in opposition to of 
the north : pooruh is t^e.esajiti puvhum the west. 
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at him : but having refolutely feized pn thp 
yingleaders, he expelled them from the camp ; 
and the remainder,, perceiving the fate of their, 
cornrades, returned to their duty. 

He then proceeded againft Luckwa. On the 
road he was joined by vakeels from the rajahs 
of Joudpoor, Jypoor, and Kifhen Ghur, each 
of whom brought prefents from their refpec- 
tive mafters. It was now reprefented to Mr, 
Thomas, that Scindiah having pardoned Luck- 
wa, it was therefore improper to proceed to 
hoftilities with that chief; but Mr. Thomas, 
who only confulted the interefts of Ambajee in 
whofe fervice he was now engaged, and from 
whom he had received pofitive orders to fight 
Luckwa wherever he came up with him, did 
not, from thele confiderations, . think himfelf 
at liberty to defift. But the former mutiny 
among his troops, not having been properly 
quelled, from a miftaken lenity in Mr.Thomas, 
and unwillingnefs on his part to pufh matters 
to extremities, now broke out again with re- 
doubled violence. With his ufual prompitude, 
he feized on the ringleaders, and infiantly 
cauled one of them to be blown from the 
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liiouth of a cannon ; the others were fecured by 
putting them in irons: this prompt feverity 
was attended with the happiefl elFect, the mu- 
tiny was entirely fiibdued, and was the laft he 
ever experienced. 

He was now joined by a brigade of troops 
under Mr. Sutherland, wdio came for the avow- 
ed purpofe of oppofing Luckwa. On uniting 
their force, they advanced towards Luckwa. 
That chief, as yet unable to make an efFedlual 
refinance, encamped near the pafs leading to 
Oudlpore, the nature of W'hich has been before 
defcribed. Into this pafs he threw his heavy 
baggage and ftores, a meafure which on any 
other occafion would have proved his ruiii ; but 
Luckwa had previoully received information 
that the rana of Oudipore, being favourably in- 
clined towards him, was ready to alFord pro- 
tedion to himfelf and followers. 

A plan of attack was now' concerted by Mr, 
Thomas ^nd Mr. Sutherland, and the enfuing 
morning named for carrying it into execu- 
tion.' That very night, however, Mr, Suther- 
land, without affigiimg any caufe; to Mr.-Tho- 
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mas’s utter aftonifbment, thought proper to 
decamp, and leave him to condudl the opera- 
tions agalnft Luckwa with his ov^n troops. 

This circumitance infplred Luckwa with 
confidence ; and he, who from the untoward 
iituation of his affairs, had before been hum- 
ble, now became haughty in proportion to 
their alteration. Hefent letters to the differ- 
ent chiefs in the neighbourhood, command^ 
ing them to join his ftandard. Three days after 
Mr. Sutherland’s retreat, Mr. Thomas, leaving 
Ambajee with his troops to protedl ihd bag- 
gage, advanced againff Luckwg, in order of 
battle ; but the adion was at that time pre- 
vented by the coming on of a mofi: tremen- 
dous fform of rain, thunder, and lightning, 
which induced Luckwa to halt. Mr. Thomases 
pofition being favourable for cavaliy to ad, of 
•which the enemy’s force chiefly confifled, and 
far fuperior in number, he was defirous of 
changing it ; and accordingly, moving more to 
the left, he took pofl: on a rifing ground from 
whence he could have nothing to apprehend 
from an attack of horfe. When the fliorm was 
pver, Luckwa again advanced towards Mr. 
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Thomas ; but feeing his advantageous pofiition, 
and having loft a number of men in his ap- 
proach from the fire of Mr. Thomas’s artillery, 
he thought proper to draw off the field. Mr. 
Thomas, after a fevere and fatiguing fervice 
during the day-time, returned in the evening 
tQ his own camp. 

At midnight, vakeels from. Luckwa arriv- 
ing in the camp, produced letters from Scin-. 
digih, In which that chief repeated his com- 
mands for hoftilities to ceafe on both fides, he 
having nominated Luckwa to the government 
pf all his pofTefiaons north of the Nerbuddah. 
In the morning a council of war being held, 
the different firdars each delivered his own opi- 
nion. Mr. Thomas, on his part, obferved, that 
being employed by Ambajee for the expreft 
purpofe of reducing the province of Mewar to, 
his authority, he could conftnt to no terms in 
w^hich the evacuation of that country by 
Luckwa was not a leading article. 

After much negotiation, a propofal was made^ 
for both armies to march to the northern fron- 
tier, and there wait for frefti inftru<ftions from 
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Scindiah on the fubjed:. Mr. Thomas, well 
apprifed of the infincerity of Luckwa, knew 
that he only wiflied to gain time, in order to 
form a jundlion with a body of troops nowon 
their march to join him from i^emere, and to 
get that country in his rear, which, as the fort 
and city of Ajemere belonged to him, would 
enable him to recei ve a conftant fupply of pro- 
vihons ; for thefe reafons, therefore, he was 
averfe to the propofal. He knew alfo, that 
their prefent fituation near Oudipore would be 
much benefited when the periodical rains, 
w'hich were now daily expeded, fliould fet in, 
as he would then be able to procure a fupply 
of forage, of which they w^ere in great want. 

Thefe points he fubmitted to Ambajee’s con- 
fideration, but in vain, for that chief s princi- 
pal officers having been gained over by bribes, 
declined adfing againfl Luckw’’a, until anfwcfs 
to the propofitlons referred to Scindia fhould 
be received. 

In thofe refolutions Mr, Thomas unwillingly 
acqulcfccd. The armies commenced their 
march, and although only at a diflance of fifty 
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cofs (the rains having overtaken them in their 
route) fifteen days had elapfed before they 
reached the northern frontier. Liickwa having 
by this time been reinforced by the troops 
which he expedled, as alfo by fome from Oudi- 
poor, peremptorily refufed to evacuate the 
country. He accordingly recommenced hof- 
tilities, and marched againft Mr. Thomas. 
Ambajees’s troops, who were encamped on an 
extenfive plain, were in confequcnce open to 
attacks of cavalry ; Mr. Thomas with his ufuai 
prudence had taken pofl on the fpot of ground 
furrounded on all fides by nullahs and ravines. 
In a council of war held on the occailon, it was 
determined that Ambajee’s force fliould en- 
camp in Mr. Thomas’s rear, by which means 
they would be fecure from any attempt of the 
enemy’s horfe. Prior to this determination of 
the council being knowm, a battalion vrho had 
began to drefs their Victuals, could not be per- 
jfuaded to move oft until they had finiflied 
their meal ; the confequcnce of this delay 
proved fatal; Luckwa, too late fenfiblc of his 
error in not pofTeiTing himielf of the ground 
occupied by Mr. Thomas, nevertheiefs attempt-' 
ed to take a redoubt that lay in his front ; for 
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this purpofe he advanced with refolution, but 
being foon compelled to retreat, he direfted 
his infantry to remain on the defenhve ; and 
eager to revenge his ill fuccefs, at the head of 
a ftrong detachment of cavalry, he fell fud- 
denly upon the battalion before mentioned, 
■who in their defencelefs ftate were almoft cut 
to pieces. Mr. Thomas, leaving two batta- 
lions to cover Ambajee, now proceeded with 
the remainder to the attack of Luckwa’s main 
body, but a heavy Ihower of rain falling, and 
the fudden fwelling of the nullahs, prevented 
further hoftilitics on that day. The rain con- 
tinued without intermiffioh for eight days, 
during which time no opportunity occurred of 
renewing the conteft ; frequent Ikirmiflies 
however took place, . It was cuftomary for 
Luckwa and fome of his principal Sirdars, at- 
tended by a feled body of horfe, to pay daily 
vifits to Mr. Thomas : they ufually ported 
themfelves between the camp and the town of 
Shahpoora, from whence he received fupplies 
of grain. 

To deceive the enemy on this occartoii, 
Mr. Thomas was accustomed to change the 
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uniforms and colours of his own people ; and 
having by feints got within fhot of the enemy, 
he frequently opened a smart cannonade ; one 
in particular, the enemy approaching fo near, 
that Luck wa hirnfelf could be eafiiy diftin- 
gulflicd. Mr. Thomas, by a brifk and well- 
diredled fire, compelled them to a fpeedy re- 
treat, after a confi^erable iofs in men and 
horfes. Thefe fkirmiflies, though haraffing to 
the troops, did not occafion much lofs to ei- 
ther party, who were now in daily expedlation 
of receiving orders from Scindiah to defift from 
hoftilities. Intelligence now arrived that Per- 
*ron, taking advantage of Mr. Thomas’s abfence, 
had invaded the purgunnah of and w^as 

'moreover, committing depredations on other 
' parts of his^ poHefTions. This intelligence he 
wifhed to keep fecret, but Luckw'a, who had 
previoufly received fimilar intimation, now 
made Mr. Thomas very handfome offers to in- 
duce him to join his flandard, but thefe were 
refblut^Iy rejcifled. Mr. Thomas moreover ac- 
quainted Luckwa, that though he might pof- 
fibly leave the fcrvice of Ambajee at the tcr- 
ipiftation of the prefent campaign, he could 
never become his enemy, nor conned hirnfelf 
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with thofe who were. This anfwer difpleafed 
Luckwa ; he complained much in his durbar 
of Mr. Thomas, who he faid was a man of a 
mofi unaccountable character ; that although 
repeated orders had been received from Scin- 
diah to ceaie hollilities, he could not be pre- 
vailed on to obey them • and finally charged 
him with nothing lefs than aiming at the ex- 
piration of Scindiah’s authority, and the efta- 
blilhment of his own. 

Not content with the faifenefs of thefe ac- 
cufations, Luckwa privately fent emifTaries into 
Mr. Thomas’s camp to fbw diffenfions among 
his troops, but they being difcovered by his. hir- 
carrahs,^‘ were feized, put into confinement, 
and there detained during the remainder of the 
campaign. 

The arts ufed by Luckwa on this occafion 
having failed, Mr. Thomas conciliated the 
good opinion of his foldiers, by an affurance of 
fpeedily reconduding them to their own coun- 
try. The force of Luckwa at this period 
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amounted to nine thoufand cavalry, fix thou- 
fand regular infantry, two thoufmd Rohillas, 
and about five or fix thoufand mercenaries, to- 
gether with ninety pieces of artillery. 

Mr. Thomas had only fix battalions, by de- 
fertxon much reduced, one hundred and fifty 
cavalry, three hundred Rohillas and twenty- 
two pieces of artillery. 

With this force comparatively fo fmall, ho 
was compelled not only to provide for the 
fafety of Ambajee, but the fecurity of the 
camp, to efcort provifions, and procure fup- 
plies of forage for the whole. 

Several adlions .took place, in which Mr, 
Thomas was ufually fuccefsful, having fre-» 
qiiently driven his antagonifi: back to his camp. 
On one occafion Ruckwa narrowly efcaped a 
total defeat : he drew out his whole army, 
and advanced upon Mr. Thomas, who, at the 
time having only two battalions, was compelled 
to retire ; Luckwa follow’ed in his rear to the 
ikirts of his encampment, when, being fuddcnly 
joined by three additional battalions and a fup- 
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ply of ammunition, unexpcdcdly turning on 

his piirfuers, gave them a moft fevere check, 

Luckwa returned in confufion with the lofs 
of a great many men ; and fo great was the 
confternatiGn, that the darknefs of the night 
alone faved him from a total defeat. Between 
the camps there ran a nullah, the north fide 
uf which w^as occupied by the army of Luck- 
wa ; and the troops of Ambajee and Mr. Tho- 
mas were ftationed on the fouth, Ambajee, 
in order to prevent the advance of Luckwd’s 
artillery, w'ho endeavoured to open upon him, 
fortified an advanced redoubt on the north 
fide of the nullah, but too far detached from 
his main body to receive fuccour in cafe of an 
attack. For its defence, were ftationed . three 
battalions of fepoys, fix pieces of cannon, and 
one thoufand Ghofleins. To fupport thefe, 
three battalions were polled at a fliort dlftancc 
in the rear. A heavy rain had fell for twenty 
four hours, which caufed tw'o large refervoirs. 
to overflow their banks, by which means the 
nullah riling to a great . height, became impaf- 
fablc, and thereby intercepted the commuiii- 
cation betw^ecii the camps. Luckwa availed 
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himfelf of this opportunity, and attacked the 
poft before-mentioned with great vigour and 
refolution ; his men in advancing to the af- 
fault were up to their necks in water, which 
refoliite conduct infufed fuch terror into the 
men in the redoubt, that being panick ilruck, 
they furrendered without firing a fliot. The 
GholTeins alone refufed to fubmit ; and, after a 
brave though fruitlefs refifl-ance, w^ere cut to 
pieces. Ambajee’s troops, w^ho before this dif- 
after refufed to fight, now deferted in great 
numbers. Luckwa alfb had by his intrigues 
induced the Shahpoora K^ah to join in hofli- 
lities againfi: Mr. Thomas, whofe fupplies by 
this means were entirely cut off. Although 
he had provifions fufficient for the confump- 
tion of twenty days for his own troops, thofe 
of Ambajee had not more than three. ‘ Should ' 
they be compelled to retreat unfupported by 
him, ..they would moff likely be cut off by 
their adive and vigilant enemy. Mr. Thomas 
was diffreffed for ammunition ; his fuperfiuous 
ffores having been left at Singanah, a place 
twenty cofs diftant from their prefent encamp- 
ment ; the diffance did not permit his fending 
a fmali force to efcort the ffores, and from prc« 
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jfent circumftances he was -unable to detach a 
larger party. For thefe reafons, he thought it 
more advifable to march himfeif, and having 
procured the necefTary fuppUes, to return to 
his former ground; but Ambajee’s fick and 
wounded men having been left on the ground, 
Mr. Thomas, with his accuilomed humanity, 
generoufly advanced money to procure them 
carriage to the place.’ In his retreat he was 
purfued by a party from Luckwa’s army ; but 
after feveral ineifeclual attempts the enemy 
defifted, and he completed the remainder of 
his march unmolefted. We have before had 
occafion to remark that Ambajee was fenfible 
of his ill condu<5t in authorifing an attack on 
Mr. Thomas’s poffeffions, who had ever ferved 
him with fidelity; that chief now wrote let- 
ters excufing thefe attacks, and laying the 
blame on the enmity of Mr. Perron. 

In fadl, both Ambajee and Perron, fuppofing 
that Tuckwa had been compelled to evacuate 
the Mewar, concluded there was no further 
occafion for Mr. Thomas’s fervices ; the pre- 
fent time, therefore, appeared to them mo£i: 
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favourable- for feizmg his country; but perceiv- 
ing his rcfolute condu6t and fieady adherence 
to their interelts during the late conflict, they 
ultimately grew alhamed of their proceedings^ 
and defifted. 

Mr. Thomas, though diflatisfled at the treat- 
ment he had experienced, neverthelefs refolved, 
from prudential motives, to appear content ; 
and the diftridls which had been taken from 
him having been reftored, the matter was 
finally dropped. 

Arriving at Singana, he completed his am- 
munition and other requifites, and immediately 
recommenced his march againfl: Luckwa; 
that chief had invefled a fort about thirty cofs, 
to the north eafl: of Singanah. Advancing by 
flow and eafy marches through the dlftridts 
occupied by Agagec Mirtha, Mr. Thomas 
thought proper to punilli that chief for his 
condud on a late occafion, in having invited 
the country people to declare againfl him. 

In a few days he arrived within twelve 
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miles of Luckwa’s camp, which he intended 
to attack the next morning ; but Luckwa, 
deeming himfelf unequal to the conteft, fud- 
denly decamped from the fort he was belieg- 
ing, and having quitted the boundary in dif- 
pute, he in two marches reached his own dif- 
tridls in the province of Ajemere. 


Letters had lately been received from Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah, enjoining Mr. Thomas to 
obey Luckwa, and put an end to the conteif. 
To thefe he had uniformly replied, that being 
in the fervice of Ambajee, he could only pay 
obedience to the orders of that chief ; and in 
this he was j unified by exprefs and repeated 
commands not to ceafe from hoftilities until 
Luckwa had quitted the dominions of .Oudi- 
poore. . ' » 


That ol^edt being now happily accomplifli- 
ed, Mr. Thomas employed himfelf in levying 
contributions to reimburfe Ambajee for the 
expences incurred during the campaign. He 
colie<5led near four lacks of rupees, a fum con- 
fiderably beyond the adual expenditure, and 
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could have raifed a great deal more, had not 
Mr. Perron about this time broke the treaty 
into which he had lately entered with Am- 
bajee. 

This treaty ftipulated, that fhould Scindlah 
hereafter think proper to reinllate Luckwa in 
his authority, they were to ad in concert, a 
meafure by which fecurity in their refpedive 
poffeffions w'ould be eftablilhed. 

In this agreement it was alfo ftipulated that 
Mewar fhould remain in Ambajee’s polTeffion. 
Mr. Perron, who now began to entertain a 
jealoufy againft Ambajee, entered into a pri- 
vate and feparate treaty with Luckwa, whom 
he had gained over to his interefl. The letters 
from Scindiah were produced, requeuing Anv 
bajee to withdraw his troops from the Mew'ar, 
and put Luckwa in poffeffioii of his country. 
Perron advifed compliance with the order, and 
in cafe of refufal threatened to affift Luckwa 
in taking polTeffion by force. In this date of 
the buhnefs, Ambajee wrote letters to his cob 
lectors and to Mr. Thomas, ordering them to 
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deliver over the country in difpute, and with- 
draw the troops. Mr. Thomas, on receiving 
a cypher from Ambajee, complied. 

Mr. Perron now marched to Jypore ; Am- 
bajee remained behind ; and not long after the 
tranfadtion above related, dehred Mr. Thomas 
to march to Dnttiah. He was preparing to 
obey, when a contrary order arrived, defiring 
him to join the united force of Ambajee and 
Luckwa. Mr. Thomas, from fuch contradic- 
tory orders, fufpedled treachery, and that 
Luckwa wilhed only for this opportunity to 
effedl his ruin. - 

Kefufing therefore compliance with the 
demand, he commenced his march north- 
ward. 

Luckwa now throwing off the mafk, wifli- 
ed to fend a force after Mr. Thomas in order to 
punifh him, but was not able to raife a fupply 
of money fufficient for the purpofe. IMr. 
Thomas continued to levy contributions in the 
Ajemere province, through which he directed 
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bis marcb, and now confidered himfelf in a 
Itate of adtual hoftiiity againft Luckwa. 

His fitnation had by this time become criti- 
cal ; the army of Lnckwa was but twenty cofs 
to the call' ward of him ; that of Jypore lay in 
his front ; and Perron him felf was endeavour- 
ing to hurt him at the court of the Rajah. 
The bad water of the mountainous country of 
Mewar having alFedled his army, a third part 
of the troops were Tick , but Luckwa’s troops 
were in a Rate of infubordination ; and the 
Rajah of Jypore and Mr. Perron were at pre- 
lent overawed by the prefence of Colonel Col - 
ilns, the Britifli Ambadador at that court, 
who about the latter end of 17 QD had arrived 
at Janaghur, to demand the delivery of the per- 
fonof Vizier Alii, the fpnrious Nawaub of Oude. 

In this Rate of affairs, Mr. Thomas, after 
eluding every attempt to oppofe his progrefs, 
and having railed contributions to the amount 
of two lacks of rupees, arrived in his own ter- 
ritory, defifous of obtaining feme repofe from 
the fatigues of his late perilous campaign. 
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His repofc however on this occafion was not 
of long duration ; the force which he had left 
behind to colledl the revenues having accom- 
piiflied their purpofe, now joined him ; and 
finding himfelf at cafe with regard to the 
Mahrattas, he refolvcd to make an incurlion 
into the Punjaub, in order to punifli Sahib 
Sing of Puttialahj who had undefervcdly ill 
treated his fifter for entering into the negoti- 
ations with Mr. Thomas the preceding year. 
That chief had, moreover, during Mr. Tho- 
mas’s abfence in the Me war country, autho- 
rifed depreciations among his diftridfs ; but 
hoflilities were for the prefent prevented by 
the Seik chief agreeing to furrender certain 
villages, and paying afum of money as a com- 
penfation for thofe depredations. 

Mr. Thomas next turned his arms againfl: 
the Rajah of Beykaneer, who, as w^e have be- 
fore had occafon to remark, on the termination 
of bis late clifj)utc, had given him falfc' bills on 
the merchants of Jypore. That Prince had 
lately obtained fome advantages over his neigh- 
bours the Battees, an extraordinary race with 
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whom he had long been al: variance, and whofe 
country, from its fingiilarity of fituation, as 
well geographical as ftatiftical, merits a digref- 
fion 1 rom the ordinary courfc of Mr. Thomas’s 
narrative. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Defcrtptlve account of the country of the Battles 
'—Jtngular matmers and cuftoms of the Inhabi- 
tants — military operations agalnft the Rajah 
of Beykaneer — Mf". Thomas returns to Jyjur. 

T he country of the Battles is bounded on 
the north by the Punjab and the rivet 
Sutledge, eaft by the diftrid of Hurrianah, 
weft by the defert, and fouth by Beykaneer; 

It is fifty cofs from eaft to weft, and about 
one hundred from north to fouth. 

That part of the country beft adapted for 
the purpofos of cultivation is along the banks 
of the river Cuggur, extending from the town 
of Futtahbad to that of Batnier, The foil is 
uncommonly produdive, which arifes in a 
great meafure from the immenfe body of wa- 
ter defcending from the mountains during the 
rainy feafon ; this caufing the banks of the 
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river to overflow to an extent of feveral mlhsp 
leaves on the retiring of the waters a loamy 
earth, which rewards the labours of the pea- 
fant in the produce of an abundant harveil:. 

Where the river overflow's, wheat, rice^-and 
barley are plentiful, and in the higher parts of 
the country are llkewdfe to be found thofe dif- 
ferent fpecies of grain which are common 
throughout India. The remainder of the Bat- 
tie country, owing to a fcarcity of w^ater, is un- 
produ£livc. 

The courfe of the Cuggur river has already 
been laid down in our detail of the Punjab. 
It is here, therefore, fufficient to remark that 
during Mr. Thomas’s refidcnce at Batnier, he 
could perceive little veftige of wdiat was called 
the ancient bed of this river ; but from the 
fcanty information he procured, it appeared to 
him that the river, though it formerly ran 
along the north fide of the fort, its channel 
had been choked up by vafi: quantities of earth 
forced down from the mountains ; and, accord- 
ing to the prevailing opinion of the natives, 
though now lofi: in the fands weft of the city. 
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it formerly extended as far as the Sntledge, 
which it joined in the Ticinity of Feroze- 
pore.^' 

Batnier, the capital of the diftrid:, and refi-' 
dence of the Rajah, is two hundred miles weft 
of Delhi, and about forty fouth of Batinda. 
The towns of Arroah, Futtahbad, Sirfah, and 
Ranyah, conftitutc the other places of note in 
the Battie country; thefe townis, together with 
the numerous villages, afford a population fuf- 
ficient to bring into the field an army of twenty 
thoufand men, without detriment to the cul- 
tivation of the lands. Of late years, however, 
many of the Battics, migrating from their na- 
tive country, have €xed their refidence in the 
weftern parts of the dominions of Oude, and 
at the prefent day feveral families of this fingu- 
lar tribe arc to be met with in the vicinity of 
Chandowfy, in Rohilcund. 

As peculiarity in manners more diftindly 
ferves to diferiminate the genius and charader 
of a people, a few of the fingularities obferv- 

Consult the mjip. 
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able among the Battles may perhaps not be 
deemed unworthy of our notice. A dcfcrt fe- 
parates them from any communication with 
the countries to the weftward ; parties are 
often formed for crofiing this defert, in order 
to invade the nearefl difi:ri6t. They fet out 
numerous and well equipped ; intelligent per- 
foils amongd: them are feledled by the reft as 
guides to the party, to whofe orders, during the 
journey, they pay the moft implicit obedience, 
and on arrival at the frontier of the enemy’s 
country their authority is at an end. 

For the performance of thefe journeys, they 
have camels, which are loaded with bread, 
water, and other neceflary articles of provifions. 
This ftock being previoufly font off, is depo- 
rted at different parts of the defort, which ex- 
tends from lixty to feventy cofo. Thefe places 
are coiiftdered as points of rendezvous to meet 
with their fupplies ; not a drop of winter, or pro- 
vifions of any kind, being otherwifo procurable ; 
and fhould thefe fupplies fail by any accident, 
inevitable death awaits them ail. 

The guides, whom w'e have before men- 
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tioned, become Ikilful hy long experience and 
conftant pradice. Without the aid of a tree, 
or land mark of any defcription, to diredl them 
ill their march over this dreary defert, they 
fcldom fail not only to afcertain the place 
where the provifions are depohted, but like- 
wife to condu<£t the intrepid adventurers to the 
deftined fpot. It; frequently happens, more- 
over, that individuals of the party, who, from 
heedlefsnefs and inattention, ftray from the 
caravan, opprelTed by the multiplied evils of 
thirft, hunger, and fatigue, perifh miferably in 
the defert. 

So where ©ur wide Nuraidian wastes extend, 

“ Sudden th’ impetuous hurricanes descend, 

“ Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play, 

“ Tear up the sands, and sweep whole plains away. 

“ The helpless traveller w-ith wild surprise, 

** Sees the dry desert all around him rise, 

“ And, smother’d in the dusty whirlwind, dies 1”'^ 

In their progrefs during this fingular march, 
the guides are direcJIed by the Sun by day, and 
the North Star by night ; and with thefc un- 
erring marks they are enabled to perform jour- 
neys which appear almoll incredible. 


* See Addison’s Cato. 
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Thefe journeys are moreover performed v-ith 
accuracy and exatSnefs. Departing at night 
from a fixed or given point, and often Peering 
different courfes, by the aid of the figns above- 
mentioned, they will, after a marcli of thirt}^ 
forty, and even fifty cofs, return to the fpot 
from whence they fat out, and, with the ex- 
ception of rain or cloudy w'eather, fcarcc ever 
deviate from their point of deftination. Should 
they be preffed for provifions on their journey. 
Of have confumed their ordinary flocfc, a bul- 
lock or calf, belonging to the party, is killed, 
roafled, divided, and eaten on the fpot ; and at 
the conclufion of this primitive meal, the com- 
pany refume the journey with their accufeomed 
alacrity.'^ 

We have hitherto feen the faireft fide of the 
charadfer of this extraordinary people. Can- 
dour requires us to flate that they are cruel in 
their nature, favage and ferocious in the high- 
eft degree; that they have an utter abhorrence 

* Are not these traits the Scythian characteristics ? anci 
do we not in the foregoing description recognise the pas-, 
toral lives of the Nonaadcs of antiquity ? 
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of all the lifages of civilized life, ,are thieves 
from their birth, and fcruple not, in their pre- 
datory mcurfions into the neighbouring dif- 
trids, though unrefifted, to add murder to 
robbery. 

This thievifli fpirit may be faid to have 
reached even the throne itfelf, as the Rajah has 
not been ailiamed to declare, in Mr. Thomas’s 
hearing, that he willingly participafeed. in the 
fpoiis thus colledted by his own lubjedls. This 
fadl was afcertained by Mr. Thomas from the 
Rajah himfelf, during a rehdence of two months 
in his camp : in other retpedls, a good and hu- 
mane character. The Rajah fpoke without 
the leaft appearance of diame of the depreda- 
tions committed by his fubjeds. When it was 
remarked that the foil and climate of his coun- 
try were fufficiently fertile to fupply the wants 
of the inhabitants by the hqneft labours of the 
plough, he replied, that the fmall number of 
Rajpoots in his fervice, compared with the 
niafs of the country people, did not allow him 
to rcflrain the latter in thofe unlawful adls, as 
any interference with fo old and eftablifhed a 
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cuftom would, in all probability, prove fubver- 
five of his own authority. 

A people fo enterprifmg muft, no doubt, ap- 
pear formidable to their enemies ; yet if their 
utter contempt of fubordination, and the weak- 
nefs of their means of defence , be duly conli- 
dered ; that they are a tumultuous rabble, void 
of order and difcipline, it is matter of wonder 
that fome of the neighbouring nations have 
not taken advantage of their weaknefs^ and 
prevcn- ed this nefl of banditti from interrupt- 
ing their tranquillity. In their vv^ars, or rather 
their depredations with the adjoining coun- 
tries, they have been in general fuccefsful, and 
the territories of Sahib Sing, Loll Sing, and 
Baug Sing, chiefs of eminence among the Seiks, 
have frequently fuffered by the inroads of this 
daring people, and been moreover not unfre- 
quently compelled to purchafe peace. 

To thefe may likewife be added the coun- 
try of the Balooches, w^eft of the Sutledge i 
the difiridt of Hurrianah ; and the province of 
Beykaneer j all which have in turn fuftained 
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their ravages, and by which means, more than 
two thoufand villages, which were once popu- 
lous, highly cultivated, and produced a reve* 
nue of from twenty to thirty lacks of rupeeSj^ 
have now become- a barren wafte. 

Another trait in the charadler of the Battles 
is their permitting their women to appear in 
public unveiled, and without any fpecies of 
concealment, though common in other parts 
of India. On the contrary, with the exception 
of the wives of their chiefs, w'ho are in general 
Rajpoots, the females are univerfally admitted 
to move about in company with the men, 
tending their flocks and , herds, and, like the 
Scythians of old, traverfing from place to place 
in fearch of forage and water. 

At th* approach of night, 

On the first friendly bank he throws him down. 

Or rests his head upon a rock till morn, 

“ Then rises fresh, pursues his wonted game ; 

“ And if the following day he chance to find 
** A new repast, or an untasted spring, 
f* Blesses his stars, and thinks it luxury.* 

* See Addison’s Cato. 
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The Battles are of the Mahomcdan rclig;ion. 
In common with other Muliulmans, they arc 
fond of tobacco to excefs; and whether on 
horfeback in the field, at the plough, or in 
their domefiic avocations, are never feen with- 
out the hookha. 

It has been remarked that, this people can 
bring into the field from twenty to thirty thou- 
fand men, but they are ill-armed, and without 
difcipline. 

The revenues of the Battle Prince arife 
chiefly trom the plunder acquired by the in- 
curfions of his fiityedls into the neighbouring 
ftates, though it is difficult to afeertain the ex- 
adl receipts, but they do not in general 
amount to more than ten lacks ot rupees. 

The trade of the Battles is very circum- 
fenbed, with the exception of the fale of their 
furpliis grain, ghee, and cattle of different kinds: 
they have little interference with other fiates, 
and that chiefly with the petty merchants of 
Nohur and Behadra already mentioned, and 
with whom alone they hold a correfpondence 
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from motives of religious veneration to the 
memory of Shaick Fereed, an eminent Maho- 
med an faint, who flouriflied about the eighth 
century of the Kijerah. 

This veneration is carried fo far as to claim 
protedlion in his name. Though deaf to the 
voice of mercy in other refpedts, and cruel 
from their natural difpofition, yet in this in- 
ftance the Batties reftrain themfelves with a 
moderation truly lingular. 

Such is reprefehted. by Mr. Thomas to be a 
faithful portrait of the mixed charadler of this 
extraordinary people; and if the leading features 
of it be confidered. attentively by. a refleding 
obferver, a companion with their barbarifm, 
and the happy refult ariling from the advan* 
tages of civililed life in other parts of the world, 
may be made to advantage, though it ’Hill af- 
fords an impreffive leflbn of the mutability of 
human nature, and the caprice and inHabillty 
of all human inftitutions. 

The chiefs of the Battles were originally 
Eajpoots, but are now Mahomedans. About 
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fix hundred years ago their anceitors migrated 
from the province of Je{relmere ; and after fe- 
veral viciiTitudes of fortune, at length fettled as 
cultivators of the foil in the diftrid at prefent 
called the Battie country. 


'The majority of the prefent inhabitants, 
who acknowledge the authority of the defeen- 
dants of the chiefs aforementioned, were ori- 
ginally Jauts, inhabiting the weftern banks of 
the Sutledge, in the 2Qth degree of north lati- 
tude. They embraced the Mahomedan reli- 
gion, and about one hundred years fince were 
invited by the anceftors of the prefent rajah to 
crofs the Sutledge, and fettle in the vicinity of 
Batnier,. where their defeendants ftill continue 
to refide. 

Befuming our narration, after this digref- 
foil, it mufl now be remarked, that the local 
advantages pofrcfTcd by the rajah of Beykancer 
had induced him to ered a fort fix cols to the 
fouth-vveft of Batinda, the capital of the Battce 
tribe, which ferved in fomc meafure to over- 
awe thofe defperate marauders, or at lead to 
check their predatory incurfions into his own 
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country. In this fort, exclulive of the garrl- 
fon, he Rationed a large body of cavalry, who 
fo annoyed the Battles by frequent fallies, in 
which they took fuch numbers of cattle, that 
the inhabitants entertained thoughts of emi- 
grating from their own country altogether. 

When Mr. Thomas reached the frontiers of 
Beykaneer, the chiefs of the Battles, hearing 
of his arrival, were defirous of entering into a 
treaty with him ; and, in order to fecure him 
in their interefts, offered the fum of 40,000 
rupees, if he would reduce the fort abovemen- 
tioncd, and liberate them from their unplea- 
iant fituation. 

The offer being accepted, after a march of 
ten days, Mr. Thomas reached the city ofBat- 
nier, the moft welfern habitation in that part 
of India.'^ 

This city, occupied by the troops of Be}-- 

In this sense at least it is understood at present, there 
being no habitation west of it until pass the Sutledge, 
from whence commences the country of tlie Balooches, 
who are at present tributaries to Zemaun Shah, king of 
Cahui. — Consult the map. 
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kaneer, was, from its natural portion, airnoft 
inacceffible to an enemy, there being no water 
to be procured nearer than twelve miles. The 
garrifoa being numerous, Mr. Thomas thought 
it moft eligible to batter in breach, which he 
did, and was making the neceflary preparations 
for ftorming, -w^hen the enemy capitulated. 
He allowed them to march out with the ho- 
nours of w’ar, and immediately put the Battle 
chiefs in poiTeffiori of the place. 

Several other places were then taken pof- 
feffion of, and various adlions took place, by 
which, and the unheal thinefs of the climate, 
Mr. Thomas’s troops were reduced to one third 
only of their original ftrength. This was the 
more unpleafant, as the brother of one of the 
chiefs abovementioned, who was at variance 
with him, commenced hollilities againft Mr. 
Thomas, who, on account of the deficiency of 
his force, from the caulcs above ftated, being 
fcarcely equal to the encounter, was compelled 
to fortify his camp. 

By night the enemy made frequent attacks; 
but, unfuccefsful in all attempts, at length 
gave up the point, and withdrew their army. 
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Mr. Thomas then marched and took poiTef- 
fion of the town of Futtahbad, which 
feveral others he burnt, and would now;, in 
all probability, have got polTeflGion of the whole 
country, had not the enemy at this time re- 
ceived affiftance from their neighbour, the Seik 
chief of Puttialah. That chief, having fent 
one thoufand cavalry to their aid, and con- 
cluded a treaty of alliance, Mr. Thomas did 
not deem the prefent moment faA^ourable for a* 
prpiecution of hoHilities. He therefore re- 
turned to J}jur, in order to afford fome relief 
to his people from the diftempers they had 
contra(fled in the courfe of the campaign. 

About this time, Luckw'a, through the in- 
trigues of Mr. Perron at Scindiah’s durbar, 
had been again fuperfeded in his command. 
To haften his downfall, and if poffible take 
him prifoner. Perron marched againfi: him w'ith 
his whole force. 

But Luckw^a, leaving his camp and baggage 
a prey to the enemy (who on their arrival 
were too much taken up in plundering to fol- 
low in the purfuit), and having previouHy fent 
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off his family to feek an afyluro in the domi- 
nions of Joudpore, thus effected his own 
efcape. 

Among the Rajpoot Rates, the fituation of 
Joudpore is deferving of particular attention ; 
and we lliall therefore, as on hmilar occalions, 
turning ahde from the detail of military tranf- 
adlions, embrace the opportunity thus afforded 
of taking a retroipedlive fketch of the refources 
of the country, as well as prefent our readers 
with an account of fome of the manners and 
cuftoms peculiar to this lingular people. 


GEORGE THOMAS. 


1X41 


CHAPTER XII. 

Geographical defcripthn of Joudpoor or Marwar 
— Manners and ct^ioms of the inhabitants — 
— nyioty — Mr, Thomas s military operations 
— Capture of Bhmt^Tranfadiions in the ter-- 
ritories of Roy Keliaun, 

T OUDPOOR or Marwar is bounded on the 
north by Beykaneer, north-weft by Jeftel- 
mere, and weft by the defert; on the fouth- 
weft by the countiy of the Sindys,, Ibuth by 
the province of Guzurat, fouth-caft by Mewar, 
and eaft by the dominions of Jypoor. 

It is in length two hundred and twenty cofs, 
and in breadth one hundred and eighty, at the 
computation of two Britifti miles to the cofs. 

This extent of country is fuppoftd formerly 
to have contained from eight to ten thoufand 
villages, including the capital towns within its 
range. The population was then great, but 
at prefent it pofteftes not more than five thou- 
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fand inhabited villages, with a confidcrable de- 
creafe of population. The fouthern, fouth- 
eaftern, and eaftern frontiers of Joudpoor are 
abundantly fertile. The land is well watered 
by frreams, which, as in Mewar, frow from the 
mountains. It yields wheat, barley, and other 
kinds of grain common in India. Exciuhve 
of thefe advantages, lead . mines are found, 
which confiderably add to the revenues of the 
frate. The imports into Joudpoor conhfr of 
cloths, lhawls, fpices, opium, rice, fugar, freel, 
and iron. They export fait, camels, bullocks, 
and horfes ; the latter are Itrong, boney, and 
of high frature. The bullocks are of a very 
large fize, as are likewife the camels. In fhort, 
the breed o-f cattle in general is fuperior to that 
of the neighbouring frates. 

The inhabitants of Joudpoor are Rhatore 
R^epoots. They are not only a more comely 
race of men as to perfon, but are braver, pof- 
fefr a higher fenfe of honour, and arc more iii' 
dependant than their furrounding neighbours. 
Mr. Thomas aferibes thefe difringulfliing cha- 
racterifrics to phyhc^l caufes, to the influence of 
climate, and to th^ir mtermanying with the 
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pureft caft of the Rajepoot tribes. Thefe are 
the Scefodyah, the Kutchwah, the Adda, and 
the Bawtee. To 'thele caufes may be added 
the good examples fet them, both as to man- 
ners and morals, by a fucceffion of wife and 
prudent princes, who, firft by their achieve- 
merits in war abroad, and afterwards by the 
care they took of their af&irs at home, in the 
internal regulations of their country, have 
contributed in a very high degree to amelio* 
rate the character and difpofitions of their fub- 
jeas. 

The Rhatore EajepQOts are mild in their 
manners, and are poffefTed of a natural polite- 
nefs which renders their fociety extremely 
agreeable. When a Rhatore has palled his 
word for protection, it may ftriClly be relied 
on. They are averfe to litigious controverly. 
In their focial converfations they carefully avoid 
dil]Dutes, and pay the greateft attention to the 
perfon who k fpe^king. Jri their hofpitality 
they exceed the bounds of more civilifed na- 
tions : for fo attentive are they to the perform- 
ance of this- duty, in the interior parts of 
the country, the head s^f a village will not {i% 
Q 2 
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down to cat his own meal until lie has been 
iatisfied that travellers and Grangers have re- 
ceived every accommodation which his village 
affords.' A rare and fingular inftance of pri-' 
me val fimplicity of manners! 

They delight in warlike exercife, are fond 
of the chafe, and firing their matchlocks. Re- 
tired after the fatigues of hunting, they arc 
accuflomed to hold fociai affcmblies. They 
lifleh with great earneflnefs and cagernefs to 
the hauhtedf or poets, who, like the bards of 
of old, recite in heroic numbers the warlike 
deeds of their anceftors. 

In the adminiflration of juRice they arc 
alike fingular. Murder, the foul eft of crimes, 

' is feldom puniflicd with death; and for this 
reafon, that it fcarcely ever occurs, except 
when occafioned by a fpirit of revenge for 
perfonal injuries: and for this they have the 
fandlion of cuftom from time immemorial. - 

• Theft is punifh'ed by banifhment; fmaller 
crimes by a reprimand, which, from the fpirit 
of the Rh'atore Rajepbof, generally . terminates 
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in a voluntary exile from his native countiy, 
where he cannot endure- to live after being fub- 
jeded to reproach. |n this, likcwife, the fpi- 
rit of this extraordinary race is* confpicuous : a 
man who goes into voluntary exile may if he 
pleafes,. after a ftated period, return to his na- 
tive place ; whereas the poffibility of return is 
rigidly precluded to: him who js baniflied for 
the degrading vice of theft. Although the 
Rajepoot chiefs, in their reipedlive diftricjts, ^7 
futpe to themfelves an excluhve and arbitrary 
right over the lives and property of their fub- 
je^s, y<lt it i.not conhdcred by the native^as 
a hardfhip, as their mild, conciliating, fway 
renders eafy the condition of the peafantry. 

Fugitive? of ^11 defcriptions from the neigh- 
bouring countries are received: withput diftjnc- 
tion; and, except in cafes of thel't and mur- 
der, are fure of; prqte<^tip.n: and fiipport. So 
high a fenfe do they entertain of the l^vvs and 
rights of holpitality, that,. they not only refufe 
to deliver up the delinquents, but are even ac- 
cuflomed to aflift in forwarding them through 
the country to the confine's of the neighbour- 
ing ftatc. 
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It does not appear that a cuftom fo fingular 
obtains in any other part of Hindooftan. In 
the management of their domeftic concerns, 
the Rhatore Rajepoots are no leis temarkabic 
for their attention to the female part of the 
family. .... 

- ■ I ■ 

A plurality of wives, though admitted by 
the laws of the country, is fbldom pra<flifed, 
except among the princes and great men,, who 
oti thefe oeOafiOns ato actuated by motives of 
policy and ambition;. Among this tribe of 
Eajepoots, the mother of the eideR fon is held 
iii moR refped:. 

Females, on the death of their hufbands, 
often' refign themielves to the flanles with the 
moft heroic fortitude. 

This a(5l is however voluntary. But, in the 
opinion of the Rajepoots themfelves, thofe fe- 
males would be dilhonoured in the eftimation 
of their countryw^omen who preferred drag- 
ging on a reproachful cxiftence. They would 
be fhunned in fociety ; and at the houfe of 
their father, or that of their father-in-law. 
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generally be compelled to pafs the remainder 
of their lives in folitary widowhood. 

From the early period of fix years of age, 
all Rajepoot females arc concealed from the 
fight and converfation of men, except their 
neareft relations. Iri the table of conlangui- 
nity on this occahon are included fathers, 
uncles, brothers, and coufins. 

With thefe exceptions, a Rajepoot lady would 
confider her reputation as fuliied by expofure 
ro the fight of a man. To fb high- a-- pittii 
indeed do they carry thd^ pfoud ffenfe of ho- 
nour in regard to the female charadter, that it 
not uiifrequently terminates in a manner moft 
ferocious and lamentable. 

When an honourable Rajepoot, whofe family 
is with him, finds himfdf furrounded by tfie 
enemy, and a force 'fb fuperior that the hope 
or poffibflity of efcape dS' utterly excluded, he 
firft enquires whether, if by furrender, he can 
fe cure the honour of his family* Should this 
be found impradicable, or even doubtful, he 
forms and immediately executes his defperate 
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projed. Clothing himfelf in a yellow drefs, 
which is the fymbol of deipair, he, in company 
with others of his neareft relations, repairs to 
the apartments of the women, when the whole 
of the females are involved in a promifcuons 
and indifcriminate flanghter ; the women 
themfelves, on this occahon, not unfrequently 
railing their hands againil their own lives i 

On the completion of this horrid deed, the 
furious 'Rajepootj ttilhing out like a lion, bears 
down every thing before him : it is death alone 
that can fatisfy him for the lofs of his tendered 
and deared conneidions. In this indance alone 
will he drike a failing foe. The ad which he 
has. lately committed, works him up to a date 
of abfolute infanity. . Defpair gives him cou- 
rage more than mortal ; and if, by his enthu- 
dadlc and furious onfet, he fhould chance to 
overcome the enemy, though ever fo fuperior 
in point of numbers, when oppofition is abfo- 
lutely at an end, and his frame exhauded with 
fatigue, is on the point of yielding to nature, 
he dil'dains to furvivc the lofs of his family, 
but terminates the awful feene by generouily 
plunging his fword into his own bofom! 
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For thefe and other obftinate prejudices, the 
Rajepoots have been ac-cufed of cruelty ; but it 
muft be confidered, in extenuation of the a(fl, 
that this refolution is founded on principle; it 
is imbibed in their infancy, and almoft fucked 
in with their parent food ; that it is jufbfied 
by cuftorh and precedent, and that a Rajepoot 
who fhould furvive the diflionour of his wife 
and family, would be treated by his brethren 
to the remainder of his life with contempt aird 
never-ending reproach. 

Althoughjthe circumftances above related 
do fometimes occur, it i§ by no means frequent, 
iince the fpirit of this people being known, it 
is not difficult to be avoided. 

Throughout Hindooftan the fandity of the 
haram is in general *refpedled ; and, except in 
cafes of refiftance, hoffility is feldom carried to 
extremity ; while on the contrary it not un- 
frequently happens that, by a previous flipu- 
lation between the contending parties, the 
females of cither family are accuftomed to 
affi and to receive the protedion of their 
enemies. . ■ j' 



MEMOIRS OE 


250 

The Hhatores intermarry with other tribes, 
bnt of the pnreft bloody though they will not 
give their children either to the Bundeelahs, 
Scindiahs, or Holkars, whom they confidcr of 
inferior caft and impure blood. 

The cuibom of putting to death the females 
of the family) as remarked on a former occa- 
fioHi likewifc obtains among the llhatore Haje- 
poots; although one of their late princes, rajah 
Beejah Sing, by prohibiting the ihedding of 
blood of any kind throughout his dominions, 
endeavoured to reclaim them from this fan- 
guinary prejudice ; the prefent fovereign of 
Joudpoor, fey name Bccun Sing, being a weah 
prince, effeminate, and luxurious, his fulijedls 
have already rclapfed into their ancient and 
moft abhojred cuftom. The chief force of 
Joudpoor is in cavalry, and has aiw’iiys been 
confidcrcd as formidable. 

Their horfes are good ; and their flrength in 
cavalry Mr. Thomas computes at tweiity-hve 
thoufand men ; though, hnce the acceilion of 
the late rajah, and in their wars with the Mali- 
rattas, they have feldom been able to bring into 
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the field more thaii twenty thoufand Rhatore 
B-ajepoots. ' ^ 

The rajah of Jondpoor has generally in his 
pay from four to fix thoufand mercenaries, two 
thoufand of which are cavalry ; and in cafes 
of ettiergenoy h<^ might expert to be joined by 
the troops of Beykkneer; His force in ca- 
valry may on the whole be efii mated at thirty 
thoufand men. * 

On « their infatitry> like many others in the 
interior parts of Indian they place, but fmall re*- 
liaftcb/’ being felddm- ' employed except in the 
garrifons» 

The artllleiy is numerous, and confifi:s of 
feveral hundred pieces of cannon, moft of 
wdiich were taken by the anceftors of the pre- 
fent rajah, when that prinefe futprifed the camp 
of the emperor Aurung Zebe, in the defiles of 
the Rhatore mountains, on the return of the 
imperial army from the Deccan.^ 

* Consult Dow’s Histoty of Hhidoostan, vot. lii. 
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This artillery however, feveral of the pieces 
being fo much honeycombed from age, and 
airaoft all of them deftitute of carriages, can- 
not excite much apprehenfion. The arms of 
a Rhatore Rajepoot confifts of afeimitar, made 
of a fpecies of iron called Jbrohee, w^bich, 
though well calculated for cutting, is brittle 
in fubftance ; a fpear, and fome of them have 
matchlocks, though in general the Rhatores 
truR to their fvvords. 

Of their bravery wc have before fpoken; 
but their Angularity of charadler extends even 
to their method in fighting, as they will not 
kill a dying enemy, or filed blood when refjRr. 
ance ceafes. 

Averfe to plunder, though even in the ener 
my ’s country, they wiil not indulge themfelves 
in predatory warfare ; a practice fo commoa 
with the Mahrattas and other of their neigh- 
bours. It is in adlual combat alone they are 
truly formidable. In the charge of cavalry in 
particular, Mr. Thomas thinks they are fupe- 
rior to .mofi: of the horfemen in India ; but 
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wlien headed by their prince in. perfon, or by 
a favourite and fuccefsful general,, they are in 
his opinion irrefiflible. 

The revenues of Joudpoor chiejfly ariie from 
the rah darees, or road-duties. There is like- 
wife a duty leviefd on merchandifc of all kinds, 
the exclufive revenue produced from the poll- 
tax in capital cities, which is conddered as a 
kind of privy purfe to fupply the expences of 
the fovereign, and a ftipulated annual tribute 
from thofe chiefs who hold their lands in' Jaie- 
dad, for the payment of the troops. 

Thefe together may amount to about twenty 
lacks of rupees, which is the foie property of 
the rajah. W ith regard to other funds, efpe- 
cialiy the tribute which is paid to the Mah- 
rattas, the extra expences incurred by govern-’ 
ment in railing additional troops in times q£ 
emergency, and various other contingencies, 
thefe are fubfenbed for by the principal land- 
holders; and the money thus confolidated is 
thrown into the general treafury of the ftatc. 

The Pihatore Rajepoots attribute their otigin 
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and iirft fetticment in Joudpoor to the following 
tradition, as handed down in regular fucceffion 
from father to fon. 

About feven hundred, years fmee, three bro- 
thers of a noble family at Kinnouge quitted 
that city by mutual agreement^ and travelled 
weflward towards Jefielmere. 

Their names wero Joud Sing, Kundal Sing, 
and another whofo name Mr, Thomas has for- 
gotten. 

In their route to the place above-mentioned 
they paffed by the town of Joudpoor, at that 
time an ineoniidemble place, inhabited by Bra- 
mins ; who, happening to be at variance with 
their neighbours, folicited and obtained the af- 
iiftance of the three brothers, and were, in con- 
fequence, foon put in poffeffion of their rights. 
On the performance of this fervice, the Bra- 
mins w'ould gladly have got rid of their power- 
ful allies; but they liking the country were 
dehrous of fettling ip it altogether, and for this 
^rpofe they lent for their refpedive families, 
wJjQ had been left, at Kinnouge.^. 
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The Bramins, however, at firft rdlfted this 
intrufion, but in the end being detected in a 
confpiracy to alTaffinate the Rajepoot chiefs, 
j they fell a facrifice to their own treachery, and 

j were themfelves, without mercy, put to the 

' fword. 

From that period the authority of the Kaje- 
I poots commenced in Joudpoor, and Joud Sing, 

as the elder brother, gave his own name to the 
place where they had firft ftopped. He founded 
the prefent city of that name, which in procefe 
of time became the capital of the Rhatore R^er 
poote. 

Kundui Sing, the fecond brother, took pof- 
feffion of the neighbouring territory of Beyka- 
neer, where he fettled with his family : and the 
\ defeendants of the third brother at prefent oc- 

\ cupy the diftrift of Behadra. 

'( Mr. Thomas not choofing to remain inadlive, 

I and arrears to a kfge amount being due to him 

J from his northern diftridls, he refolved to march 

I thither. In his route he puniliied a numerous 

[; and daring banditti, who had frequently -an- 
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iioyed him by their predatory attacks ; and 
who, having been joined by numbers of the pea* 
lantry who were aflembled in coniiderable force 
at the viliage of Seefana, now coiindent in their 
nnrobers, ifTued forth from their ftrong hold to 
give battle to Mr. Thomas on the plain. But 
their temerity proved their deilrudion ; for his 
troops, after a defperate condicl, not only com- 
pletely defeated the enemy by driving them off 
the plain, but followed fo clofe at their heels 
as to enter the town along with the fugitives, 
where they killed and wounded upw^ards of ieven 
hundred men. His own lofs on this occalionwas 
confiderable ; but the capture of this place flruck 
fuch terror throughout the country, that the re- 
mainder fubmitted without a £lriiggle. 

Mr. Thomas having raifed the necefhiry con- 
tributions, and being latisficd in regard to the 
arrears due to his troops, next levied contribu- 
tions on the did:rid:s held by Simbonauth, one 
of Luckwa’s collectors in the neighbourhood 
of Sehaurunpore. Simbonauth was at that 
time in the Doo Ab, with a numerous though 
eonfufed and diforderly rabble. He had lately 
fullained fome fmart flcirmilhes with the troops 
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font againft him by Mr. Perron ; but his troop 
having been corrupted by means of a large funi 
of money, which Perron found means to diftri- 
bute, Simbonauth was at length neceffitated 
to fubmit, and give up part of his diftridls, to 
fccurc the remainder from the gralp of the 
Mahrattas. • 

Mr. Thomas having ttius taifed the fum re- 
quired, returned to Hahfi. Aboiit' this time 
Mr. Perron, who had in vain exerted himlclf 
to obtain polTeffion of the perfon of Luckwa, 
or his family, returned from the army. Well 
aware that little was to be gained by open hof- 
tilitics with the Rajepoots, he marched back to 
Delhi, in order,”" fays Mr. Thomas, “ to 
gather eafier laurels from the grain merchant, 
Simbonauth who was by this time once 
more ready to attempt the recovery of the 
didridls which he had been to recently com* 
pelled to redgn.” 

Soon after his arrival at Delhi, Mr. Perron 
with a confiderable body of men, having eroded 
the Jumna, paffed into the Dooab, to a6l againft 
Simbonauth ; at the fanae time he difpatchcd , 
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I letters to Mr, Thomas, which he pretended to 

I have received from the.Paifliwa, containing or- 

ders enjoining him to affift Luckwa, who was 
declared to be the proted;or of the family of the 
deceafed Scindiah, and direded to remain in 
the fervice of his widow. Thefe letters Mr. 
Thomas knew to be forged, and was moreover 
i well aware that Lnckwa was at this time, as 

I he had ever been, his declared and inveterate 

enemy ; and on teveral occahons had endea- 
voured to overthrow his authority, by promifing 
grants of his country in the Paifhwa’s name to 
other people. This, behaviour induced Mr. 
Thomas to regret not having afforded aid to 
Simbonauth ; as he might at this jundure 
not only have faved him, but cruflied thofc who 
not long after effeded his downfall. 

Simbonauth had requeued Mr. Thomas to 
come to his affiftance, but without fuccefs.. 

Mr. Thomas however offered him an aj^Ium 
within his own diftrids. He advifed him not 
to think of refilling Mr. Perron with his pre- 
feat confufed and diforderly force- This ad-^ 
vice, though falutary, was of no avail ; for 
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Simbonauth, confiding in the proteftations of 
his followers, refolved to remain in the Dooab, 
and wait the approach of the enemy. The 
event manifefled the truth of Mr. Thomas’s 
prediction ; as on the aClual appearance of the 
enemy, the troops of Simbonauth not only de- 
ferted, but aClually endeavoured by treacherous 
means to feize his perfbn, and deliver him up 
a prifoner. Difiippointed in their treacherous 
defigns, they went over to the enemy ; but not 
before Simbonauth had fortunately effeded his 
efcape. 

Repairing to the Punjab, he there fought and 
obtained an atylum in the diftrids of Baug Sing, 
chief of Booreah. 

At this time Mr. Thomas received intelli- 
gence that feveral of his dfftrids, particularly 
thofe in the vicinity of Hanfi, were in a ftate 
of aduai rebellion, and had plundered the mer- 
chants reibrting to that place of a very confi- 
dcrable fum of money, and other valuable ef- 
feds. Among others concerned in this revolt, 
were the zemindars of Bulhalli, Soranl, Jumal- 
pore, and BhuwauL 

b2 
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This lafl: mentioned town is computed to 
contain ten tboufand inhabitants^ who retain a 
charadler fo remarkable for bravery, that feveral. 
armies have been defeated in attempting the 
redudion of that place. Among others, the 
late Ifmaeel Beg, with fixteen thoiifand men, 
and one hundred pieces of cannon, beficged it 
for a long time in vain. The inhabitants are 
Bahtorc Rajepoots, and poffe^ the accuftomed 
valour of that tribe ; although this charadcr 
has in fome inftances been fuliied by a cruelty 
not ufual among the reft of their brethren. 


It being the rainy fcafon when this rebellion 
broke out, and Mr, Thomas apprehending the 
moft ferious confequences -if the cultivation 
of the lands was prevented, marched with all 
poffible expedition towards the rebels, and firft 
appeared before the town of BulhallL 

In that place w'crc three tboufand men, who, 
although well armed, were badly lupplied with 
provifions. He might, according to his ufual 
cuflom, have ilormcd, but thinking from the 
number and bravery of the garrifon the event 
might prove doubtful, had recourfe to the furer 
means of reducing it by a blockade. 
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Having eredled a chain of redoubts, well for- 
tified and fupplied with artillery, he completely 
encircled the place, encompaffing the whole 
by a ditch twelve feet in depth. As no provi- 
lions could enter the town, the garrifon after 
forae days experienced diftrefs ; they made re^ 
peated fallies, but having to crofs the ditch be- 
fore they Could reach the redoubts on the 
plain, they became expofed to the whole fire 
of the trenches, and were in confequen'ce de- 
feated in every fucceffive attack. To increafe 
their annoyance, Mr. Thomas began to draw- 
off the water from a neighbouring refervoir, 
which reduced them to the neceffity of drink- 
ing the water from the wells within the fort ; 
this being bitter in its quality rendered it un- 
wholefome, and caufed ficknefs within the gar- 
rifon. Provifions now became fb fCarCC that 
nothing remained but dama;gdd gt^in. 

During the fiege of this place the inha- 
bitants of Bhowanee, a neighbouring ^town, 
had made feveral attempts to throw in fuc- 
cours, but in vain. To retdiate upon them, 
Mr. Thomas ordered his cavalry to make ex- 
curfions in the neighbourhood of Bhow^anee, 
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and plunder the country. Their exertions 
were attended with fuccefs : upwards of one 
hundred and fifty perfons were killed in re- 
fifting, and the cavalry brought away with 
them three thoufand head of cattle, which 
they depofited fafely in Mr. Thomas’s camp. 
This laft attack having deterred the people of 
Bhow’^anee from any further interruption, and 
no fuccours as yet having arrived from Mr, 
Perron, the garrifon, feeing no likelihood of 
affiftance from without^ confented to capitu- 
late. Compofed of people belonging to dif- 
ferent villages, and having feparate interefls to 
adjuft, they could not come to any determina- 
tion among themfelves. By this time, from 
the want of provifions, from difeafe, and other 
caufes, they were reduced to one third of their 
original number ; even of the few that re- 
mained feveral were then ill. Mr. Thomas, 
defirous of putting at end to thefe altercations, 
drew Qut his troops with intent to ftorm the 
place but the enemy perceiving his refolii- 
tion, at laft confented to capitulate; they 
agreed to pay him the fum of 30,000 rupees, 
and to deliver up the fort with the property 
contained therein. Hoflages having been 
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taken for the performance of thefe articles, 
Mr, Thomas returned to Hanfi, where he em- 
ployed himfelf in completing ammunition and 
fiore^, fully determined to invade the Punjab, 
and punifli the rajah of Pattialah, for his 
treacherous conduct in breaking the treaty, 
by affording aid to the Battles in the pre- 
ceding year. 

That chief (whofe force confifled of fifteen 
hundred cavalry and one thoufand infantry) 
was at this time befieging his fifter in her fort, 
Afiured of fpeedy relief, this gallant lady fiill 
continued to hold out ; and Mr. Thomas’s pre- 
parations being at length completed, he firfi: 
inarched to her relief. On his approach the ra- 
jah thought proper to raife the fiege, and retire 
within the fortifications of Sonaum.'^’ Thither 
he was follow^ed by Mr. Thomas, who in- 
tended to have fiormed the place; but the 
unexpected arrival of Tarah Sing, an ally, and 
fon-in-iaw of the rajah, with a very confider- 

Sonauni, a large town, situated 22 coss to the west- 
ward of Pattialah. 
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able force, for the prefent prevented the at- 
tack. 


By this time alfo the neighboming pea- 
fantry having joined the rajah’s ftandard, de-^ 
termined Mr. Thomas to relinquifli his iriten» 
tion until a more favourable opportunity. Nu- 
merous bodies of cavalry continued daily to 
hover round the fkirts of his army during the 
march, by which he fuilained great annoyance. 
After a fatiguing march of four-and-tvventy 
miles, on coming to the ground, he was fur- 
prifed by the found of the Thamuck.’^^' 

He encamped near the town of Bcllud. A 
large body of the enemy, who were concealed 
in a neighbouring jungle, waited the event 
with impatience, and hoped to take advantage 
of the diforder of Mr. Thomas’s troops, whilft 
attacked by the town’s people, and cut them 
to pieces. It is here neceffary to remark, that 

* Thamuck, a large military drum, ia common use in 
tke nortlii-'west parts of India, the sounding of which is 
always con^ered as a prelude to hostilities. 
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in confcquence of the continued ftate of war- 
fare in thofe parts, the villages and towns are 
ftrongly fortified, and capable of making a def- 
pcrate refiftance againfi: the attacks of their 
predatory neighbours. 

The walls, of the town aforementioned w'erc 
nine feet thick, with a ditch twenty feet in 
depth, and the garrifon numerous. Mr. Tho- 
mas, therefore, without lofs of time, made 
preparations for ftorming before he could be 
attacked by the enemy. By a vigorous alTault, 
he carried the place with the lofs of onlyeighty 
of his own people, though with upwards of 
five hundred of the enemy; and though he 
exerted every means in his power to prevent a 
continuance of the flaughter, he was unfuc- 
cefsful : the rancorous enmity which fubfifted 
between his own troops, who w'ere mooful- 
mauns, and the Seiks being fo great, that the 
former never omitted any opportunity of re- 
venging themfelvcs on the latter in the feverefi: 
manner. 

The towm’s people who furvived the afiault 
were ranfomed by a large fum of money. Mr. 



266 MEMOIRS Of [a. D. iSoG, 

Thomavs’s views were now direAcd to divid- 
ing the enemy’s force, which confifted of ten 
thoufand men, to raife contributions in the 
neighbouring dillriiSs, and alfo to explore the 
country. To effedl thefc objedls, be en- 
camped in a centrical pofition between the 
towns of Pattialah and Sonaum. Defirous 
however of punifliingTarah Sing, whom, as we 
have before feen, had come to the affiftance 
of the rajah, Mr. Thomas now determined to 
advance towards Malhere Koteia, the enemy’s 
principal rehdence. This town is iltuate on 
the Punjab frontier ; the road lay through a 
thick jungle, well adapted for an ambufeade. 
He was marching quietly along, when a fmart 
firing was heard in the front of his line, In- 
ftantly repairing to the fpot, he found that a 
party who had advanced to reconnoitre were 
attacked by a fuperlor body of the enemy. By 
the time Mr. Thomas arrived, the party at- 
tacked had got out of the jungle to the en- 
trance of an extenfive plain ; and he now per- 
ceived that the prefent allault had been made 
only with a view to call off his attention from 
he large and populous town of Bhaut 
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This town was garrifoned by the troops of 
Tarah Sing, to the amount of three thoufand 
men. 

Mr. Thomas neverthelefs refolved to fform 
it. The walls of the fort were twelve feet 
thick and thirty in height ; four ftrong ballions, 
well fortified with cannon, commanding the 
town below, as well as the plain adjoining, it 
was in all refpedls a place difficult of. acceiS. 
Mr. Thomas himfelf, at the head of a ieledt 
body of his troops, entered nearly oppofite the 
centre of the town ; whilft Mr, Hopkins, the 
fon of a field officer in the Eaffc India Com- 
pany’s fervice, now in Mr. Thomas’s employ, 
led on his party to florm the eaftern angle. 
The afikir was defperate; and though the 
town was foon fet on fire, the enemy made a 
brave and determined refiftance. Mr. Hop- 
kins gallantly advancing to the attack, flormed 
in the quarter affigned him, though at the mo- 
ment of fuccefs he \vas unfortunately fhot 
through the body, and feVcral other officers 
were killed or di fabled, the enemy Iliil keep- 
ing up a tremendous fire from the fort. The 
idfuir prefented a doubtful afped. A large 
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body of cavalry making their appearance with- 
out the to-wn, Mr. Thomas’s troops, though 
ill pofleffion of the place, whether from the 
exceffivc heat occaiioned by the furroundiiig 
flames, or the fevere fire they fuftained from 
the enemy in the fort, were inclined to re- 
treat. At that critical inftant Mr. Thomas, 
having wdth the greatefl: prcfcncc of mind 
brought up a fix-pounder clofe to the gate of 
the fort, by repeated difeharges almofl: demo- 
lifhed it ; the enemy then gave up the conteft, 
and by fubmiffion faved a further eflufion of 
blood on both fides. 

The lives of the people within the fort were 
granted, but Mr. Thomas compelled them to 
pay him fifty thoufand rupees. 

The chief of Maihere Kotelah now* thought 
proper to change fides ; and being like other 
Fatans, adopted the practice of his country- 
jnen by connecting himfclf with the party 
from whom he expeded to derive mofe advan- 
tage. 

He agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a fum of 
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money, and moreover fent a body of troops 
under the command of his nephew to join 
him. 

Kurrum Sing a Seik chief, and ruler of the 
diftrief of Shababad, had for fome time been 
holbilc tow'ards Mr, Thomas ; and though at 
his firft fettlement he had made profdiions of 
friendfiiip, very foon altered his condiid. To 
encourage his enmity towards Mr. Thomas, the 
rajah of Pattialah .offered his daughter in mar- 
riage to the fon of Kurrum Sing, and their 
union was followed by an open declaration of 
war, Tlie troops of Pattialah were reinforced 
with five thoufand Seiks. On tlie jundlon of 
thefe troops, a grand council of war w’as held ; 
and it was there refolvcd tliat a general com- 
bination of the Seik chiefs fliould be formed, 
to expel Mr. Thomas from the country. They 
confidered him as a dangerous perfon, and well 
knew that if he was fuccefsful on the prefent- 
occafion, they might hereafter expect the moil: 
ferious ill confequences to their tribe from his 
future incurfions. 

Mr. Thomas, by his fpies in the enemies’ 
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camp, received corre6i information of all their 
deliberations, but had no apprehenfion for the 
event ; being well convinced, that a body of 
men, though ever fo numerous, being under 
the command of fo many different leaders^ each 
of them influenced by their own feparatc in- 
tcrcif, were incapable of executing any plan 
with that degree of proraptnefs which in mili- 
tary tranfa^ions can alone enfure fuccefs. 


A circumifance now arofe that turned the 
‘fcale much in the enemy’s favour. 


Roy Keilaun, an indepcndaiit chief on the 
north-wxftern frontier of the Punjab, and 
whoie revenue amounted to five lacks of ru- 
pees, had lately died, and was fuccceded by his 
el deft foil Roy Elias, then a youth. 

The Rannee, his mother, in confcqucncc of 
the tender age of her fbn, thought proper to 
aftlime the reins of government; and though 
defirous of doing all the juftice in her power, 
was, from inexperience, wholly unfit to tranfact 


* Consult the map. 
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the affairs of her country. The neighbouring 
Seiks, who, during the life-time of the late 
rajah, had, through his policy and good ma- 
nagement, continued on friendly terms, now 
perceiving the unprotedled ifate of his infant 
fon, joined in invading his territories ; which 
having plundered and overrun, they foon, 
with the exception of a few forts (from their 
natural flrength deemed inaccefiibie) brought 
under fubj<3:ion the greater part of the coun- 
try. About this time Zemaun Shah, king, of' 
Cabul, arrived at Lahore, a city fifty cofs 
diftant from the young rajah’s capital. This 
proximity induced the prlncefs regent to im- 
plore the afiGlftance of that monarch, in rein- 
ftating her fon in his authority ; and for that 
purpofe file accordingly difpatchcd a vakeel to 
Lahore. 

The Sieks, whether it rpfe from a dread of 
being attacked by Zemaun Shah, or they were 
apprehenfive that affifoance would he brought 
from another quarter, fliortly after this event 
thought proper fuddenly to evacuate the coun- 
try, when the peafantry returned to their alle- 
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giance. But now a new obflacle arofe, which 
not only prevented for the prefent a continu- 
ance of the Bannee’s tranquillity, but plunged 
her into ftill deeper misfortunes than thofe fhe 
had before experienced. 
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CHAPTER XlII. 

Singular account of an impofor among the Seth — 
Hh preteit/ions ; he h deietied hy a Seth 
chief — Threatens Mr^ Thomas — h compelled 
to fly — rcdiidllon of Kanhori — attacl of Sefee- 
doo — termination of the campaign^ 

JN the Seik army was a man of the Cuttry 
tribe, ambitious, artful, and intriguing, and 
whofe knowledge of mankind, from long and 
deep refle<flion, had convinced him it was no 
difficult matter to render his countrymen the 
dupes of his own artifices : this man, who pre- 
tended to trace his lineage from the great pro- 
phet Nanick, the founder and lawgiver of the 
Seiks, had a regular correfpondence with fome of 
his creatures in the Abdali camp, and from time 
to time received intelligence of the motions 
and intentions of Zemaun Shah. Informed 
by his emiffaries that the Shah had determin- 
ed to return to his own dominions, and the 
exad time being Ipecified for his fetting out^ 
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this artful impoftor affembled the chiefs of the 
Seik army, and pretending to the gift of infpi-- 
ration, acquainted them that during the pre-‘ 
ceding night he had been favoured with a 
viht from their prophet ; who after lamenting 
the hardfliips under which his favourite tribe 
had laboured by the invahon of Abdallis, he 
had, through the permitiion of the Almighty, 
been enabled to prevail on Zemaun Shah to re- 
turn to his own country, and that at the mo- 
ment they were now dlfcourfing that prince 
had actually cornmenced his march, 

Surprifed at the apparent abfurdity of this 
declaration, many of the chiefs treated the in- 
‘ formation with deferved ridicule ; but when at 
three o’clock in the afternoon of the fame day, 
intelligence arrived of the adual march of the 
Shah, as predided by the impoftor, the whole 
army appeared ftruck with contrition for their 
error, and infixed on their chiefs deprecating 
the anger of this defeendant of Nanick, by ex- 
piatory offerings, and prefents of all kinds. 

Fully latisfied with the fuccefs of his ftrata- 
gem,. he now affedled a lofty deportment, and. 
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it was with great difficulty that the chiefs pre- 
vailed on him to accept the proffered offerings ; 
nor did he wholly relent until they offered to 
return with an army to Lodhana, and put him 
in poffeffion of the country of the unfortunate 
Roy Elias ; to this he not only yielded a ready 
affent, but added a falfehood to his former de- 
ceit, by informing the chiefs that the late in- 
vafion of the Shah had been iblely owing to 
the intrigues of the Rannee, aided by the- ma- 
chinations of her neighbour the Patan chief of 
Malhere, who had Invited the Abdalli Prince 
to take poffeffion of the Punjab, 

The Seik army daily increahng in numbers 
by acceffions of the peafantry, who joined them 
from all quarters, now^ directed their march to 
Malhere, and refolved to begin their operations 
with the fiege of that place. ^ 

The Patans who were in Malhere came out 
of the city to encounter the Seiks on the plain, 
but the prefaice of their pretended prophet 
infpiring them with more than ufual confi- 
dence, the Patans were repulfed, and driven 
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from the field with great {laughter ; and the 
Seiks entering the town along \’^ith the fugi- 
tives, the place was quickly taken, \%iule the 
few who remained, having quitted the city, 
fought refuge in the fort of Kotclah. 


The Seiks prepared to follow up their vic- 
tory by laying fiege to that place ; and lb great 
was the confternation of the Patans, that 
though it was defended by a very high wall, a 
ditch, and contained a garrifon of Ooo men, 
they were utterly unable to refift ; and had it 
not been for the afliftance of their ally, the ra- 
jah of Pattialah, who Pent a body of his own 
troops for their proteflion, they mufi: have fur- 
rendered at diferetion. 

This addition of force however rendered 
abortive all attempts of the Seiks to reduce 
Kotelah ; they therefore feparated, though a con- 
fiderable body, who to all appearance frill ad- 
hered to the impoflor, difpcr/cd thcmfclvcs 
over the liaiince’s country, of which, after 
much predatory warfare, they got pofreffion. 

Reduced to a fituation truly deplorable, that 
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princefs had now recourfe to negotiation ; and 
till )ugh the mediation of the chief of the Pat- 
tidlih concluded a treaty with the Seiks, by 
which foe agreed to pay the fum of two lacs 
of rupees, a part of which was depofited in 
cadi, and the remainder in jewels, horfes, and 
warlike ftores. 

The impoftor however, who fiill had a large 
force, would agree to no terms but the actual 
liirrender of the whole of the country ; and 
though the young rajah, with a view to mol- 
lify the feverity of his demand, waited in per- 
fon upon him, threw himfelf at his feet, and 
in terms mod: fubmiiiive implored an abate- 
ment of his former refoive, he continued in- 
exorable. 

In this {fate of affairs the impoftor, who had 
now got poifeffion of the perfon of the young 
rajah, refufed to let him return to his mother^ 
and declared he diouid remain a prifoner until 
he complied with the terms propofed. 

But iCurrum Sing, one of the chiefs w’ho 
had hitherto been in the fervice of the impof- 
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tor, now repented of his credulity, and refolv- 
ed to proted the perfonof the rajah, and condudl 
him in fafety to his own refidence. This he re- 
folutely effected, in fpite of every effort to the 
contrary , he conduifted the youth to Malliere, 
and there left him in quiet pofieffion,of his ca,- 
pital 

This condudl excited much indignation in 
the impoffor, who now took upon him to cen^ 
fure the behaviour of Kurrum Sing on all oc- 
cafions, and to threaten him with the ven- 
geance of heaven for thus oppofing the views 
of an infpired perfon. Kurrum Sing however 
only waited for an oppoi tunity to detedl his 
hypocrify, and expofe him to the world, which 
fortunately foon happened. 

To preferye the reputation he had thus ac- 
quired for fandfity, the impoftor, among 
other tricks? ufed frequentlvj at night and by 
ftealth, to depofit a veffei filled with fvveet- 
meats under ground. This in the morning 
was produced to his followers as a prefent from 
the divinity, declaring at the fame time th^t 
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none fiiould partake of the contents hut fuch 
as vowed, to the utmoft of their abilities, to 
join in the extermination of the Moofluiman 
race, as enemies to their own prophet and his 
religion. 

This farce was for along time continued, and 
had ferved to imprefs the minds of his follow- 
ers with the higheft refped: and veneration 
for his charadler, but the time was now arrived 
for his detedlion. Kurrum Sing, who was 
well verfed in the arts and deceits pradifed by 
fahers * upon the vulgar, direded Ibme of his 
'Own people to repair privately to the place 
where the veflel was depolited ; and after having 
thrown away the contents, to give a more ef- 
fedual air of ridicule to the difcovery, to re- 
place them by a quantity of horfe dung. In 
the morning, when as ufual the vellel was 
brought out, the company affembled fhewcd 
marks of the utmoft horror and aftonilbment. 

But the pretended prophet, not difmayed by 
the accident, replied to their enquiries with a 


* Itinerant mendicants. 
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fedate and unruffled countenance, that the 
reafoii of this extraordinary change was ma- 
nifeft, as the great founder of their religion 
had chofen this method to evince his refent- 
ment of their late impious condud:, in con- 
cluding a treaty with MoolTulmaun chiefs, who 
were the acknowledged enemies of their own 
faith. 


Tins harangue, however impudent, would 
have been attended with the defiiLd efTcd, had 
not Kurrum Sing at that inftant ilepped forth 
from the crov\d of chiefs, by width the im- 
poftor w'as encircled, and in tlic mofi public 
manner, accompanied with iarcaftic ob/erva- 
tions and much levity, e>;pched the wdiole of 
the deceit which he had cauled to be practlfcd 
the preceding night. 


The charm was now diffolved ; the remain- 
ing chiefs, afliamed of having fubmitted to an 
impohtii'ufo grofs, now abandoned him to his 
fate, and he was left with only about 1 ooo of 
his own people; but the peafantry of the 
country, wfflo from reftleffliefs of fpirit are 
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always ready to change their rulers, ftlll ad- 
hered to his interefts, and having joined him 
in great numbers, brought with them an 
abundant fupply of provihons and other ne- 
ceiTaries. ' 

The Rannee, without protedion, w\as in no 
condition to refifi: ; and the Seik chiefs, al- 
though they would no longer embrace the im- 
poftor’s caufe, were neverthelefs unwilling to 
fight againit him ; he, therefore, foon got pofi- 
feffion of the Rannee’s country, and had formed 
the fiege of Lodhana,^ about the fame time 
that Mr. Thomas, as we have before related, 
made himfelf mailer of the fort of Bhaut. 

It was in this fituatlon of her affairs, when 
reduced almoll to extremity, that the Rannee 
determined to apply to Mr. Thomas for his afi 
fillance in expelling the impollor from her ter- 
ritories. With this intention llie difpatched a 
confidential fervant to his camp, who, on her 
part, promifed him a remuneration of a lack of 
rupees, if he would efpoufe her caufe, and re- 
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inflate her fon, the young rajah, in his au- 
thority. 


She promifed moreover to fend him an an- 
nual tribute of 50,000 rupees, if he would gua- 
rantee her fon in the undifturbed pofleffion of 
it. 


Mr. Thomas, though well aware that by ac- 
cepting the prcfent offer he fhould draw on 
himfelf a procraftinated war, neverthelefs ob- 
ferves with that humane confideration which 
always marked his charadfer, that the fallen 
condition of an ancient and honourable family 
had great weight with him in forming his re- 
folution on this head. 

In the mean time the impoflor, hearing of 
the negotiations betwixt the Rannee and Mr. 
Thomas, fent the latter a letter, in which he 
Rated, that having called to his affiflance Run- 
ject Sing and others, the moft powerful among 
the Seik chiefs, he was now on his march 
againfl Mr. Thomas, and advifed him, if he 
wifhed for quarter, to fend a vakeel diredly to 
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his camp. In this letter, arrogating to himfelf 
the title of fuccefibr of Nanick, and fovereign 
of the Seik nation, he recommended implicit 
obedience to his commands. Equally indig- 
nant at the fijle of the impoftor’s addrefs, as 
he was regardlefs of his menaces, Mr. Thomas 
replied, that had he feared the power of the 
Seiks he w^ould not have penetrated thus far 
into the Punjab ; that he w'as accuftomed to 
receive and not to lend vakeels; and that if 
the impoftor wifhed to live on amicable terms, 
he muft not only pay a fura of money, as 
others had been compelled to do, but likewiie 
immediately evacuate the territories which he 
had fo unjuftly ufurped from the infant rajah. 

The boldnels of this anfwer only contributed 
to incenfe the impoftor, and he prepared to 
attack Mr. Thomas. 

Meanwhile the young rajah, defpairing of 
profiting by a longer ftay with the chief of 
Pattialah, of his own accord took leave, and 
came ftraight to Mr. Thomas’s camp. “ The 

comely appearance (fays he) of this youth, 

his fallen condition, and, above all, the con^ 
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fidence he iliewed in placing his whole re* 
liance on one againft whom he was lo lately 
leagued in enmityj altogether influenced me 
in his favour, and determined me to uie 
every exertion in fupport of his caufe.” 

The impoftor, W'ho by this time had rein- 
forced his army with the troops of Pattialah 
and others, was encamped in the neighbour- 
hood ; but, on Mr. Thomas’s advancing, he 
thought proper to retreat ; and his people hav- 
ing no artillery, evacuated the different pofts 
much faller than Mr. Thomas could advance 
to take pollefrion. So rapid w^as his march, 
that in one place he found the bed, palankeen, 
tent, and baggage, belonging to the impoftor, 
who by a timely retreat faved bimfelf from 
being made prifbncr, and never afterwards oc^ 
ca honed any difturbance. 

The Eannee and her fon were put in pofTef- 
fion of their country, the moil: aefiv^e of the 
rebels were feized, and it w'as not long before 
the rajah’s authority was compictciy re-efta- 
blilhed. 
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During thefe tranfadlions, the chief of Pat- 
tialali, having been joined by others, advanced 
to attack Mr. Thomas, with a determination 
to expel him the country. Several Ikirmifncs 
enfued between the armies, but without much 
effeeb on cither fide, neither party being de- 
firous of rifking a general engagement. The 
war was therefore carried on in a dcfultory 
manner. The Seiks wiflicd, by annoying his 
foraging parties, to cut off the fupplics from 
his camp. This mode alfo prevented him 
from making collections ; and though nothing 
ferious occurred, yet the feene of action being 
on the borders of the young rajah's country,, 
occafioned great lofs to the cultivation of the 
lands. Mr. Thomas, therefore, would willing- 
ly have carried the war immediately into the 
enemy's territories. To this, however, neither 
the rajah or his mother would conient ; but, 
with the mofl: preffing intrcatics, requcfled 
him to remain, while the Seiks continued in 
that neighbourhood. 

So long as prudence allowed, Mr. Thomas 
willingly liftened to the felicitations of his 
allies; but his ammunition beginning to fall 


2S6 


MEMOIRS OF £a# O. i8oo» 

fhort, he was reludantly compelled to march 
toward his own country to procure a fupply. 

The Seiks, as he had forefeen, haraffed him 
on the march ; but their attempts proving in- 
efFeclual to do him any eflenfeial injiiry, only 
incited him to retaliate, by deftroying their 
villages as he patTed along. JDireding his 
march towards Hanfi, he perceived, not with- 
out fatisfaction, that the whole of the Seik 
army were following him, by which means 
the country of his youthful ally would, at leaft 
for the prefent, be free from their depredations. 

It muH now be remarked, that previous to 
Mr. Thomas’s fetting out for the Punjab fron- 
tier*, the chiefs of Keithul and Jcind, two of 
his moil: powerful neighbours, had concluded 
a treaty, by which they agreed to a cefTation of 
hoftilitics during his abfence, to abftain from 
the invahon of his territories, and allow him 
to profeciite the war againft his enemies, 
Thofe chiefs, perceiving the ftrong combina- 
tion which had been formed againfl Mr. Tho- 
mas, now Joined themfelves to his other ene- 
mies. He therefore prepared to punifli them. 
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Having, by forced marches, got ahead of the 
Sclk army, Mr. Thomas firft led his troops- 
againlf the fort of Kanhori, which he took by 
ftorm, and put the garrifon to the fword. 

The acquifition of this fortrefs, which was 
only thirty cofs diitant from Pattialah, was of 
great confequence to him. Situated ori the . 
borders of his own territory, and near the Cug- 
gur river, it appeared fo well calculated for a 
depofit of llores and ammunition, that he re- 
paired the fortifications, and placed in it a 
ilrong garrifon. Then collecting hoflages 
from the neighbouring diflriCts, as fecurity for 
their future pacific intentions, he marched to 
Retara, another ftrong place on the frontier, 
belonging to Lall Sing, The garrifon confiil- 
cd of five hundred men ; but before a breach 
could be effected, dreading the fate of the in- 
habitants of Kanhori, they afked for quarter, 
and were allowed by Mr. Thomas to marcLi 
out with the honours of war. 

From this place he profecuted his route to 
wards Hanfi. The hot feafon being now far 



s8S MEMOIRS 0? [a.D. i80Oc 

advanced, the Seiks, througli want of water 
and forage for their cattle, were compelled to 
relinquifii the purfuit; and, drawing oiF their 
force, encamped in the neighbourhood of Kei- 
thul, there to wait until the approaching rains 
permitted a renewal of hoftilities. 

Mr. Thomas next marched into the diftrid: 
of Jeind, from whence he exaded tribute, and 
took hodages; but, from a dearth of water in 
this neighbourhood: to fupply his troops, he did 
not think proper at that time to attack it. 

During his abfence in the Punjab, Bappoo 
Scindiah, agreeably to indrudions received 
frorh Mr. Perron, invaded Mr. Thomas’s pof* 
feffions ; but hearing of his return, thought 
proper to fall back upon the main army, at this 
time encamped near Delhi. 

Mr. Thomas next marched, and laid dege 
to Sefeedoo, a town dependant upon the chief 
of Jeind. This place was built of brick, and 
the walls of uncommon height. Having ered« 
ed three redoubts, in which he placed eighteen 
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cannon, twelve and fix pounders, he began to 
batter the fort, and kept up an inceffant fire 
until three o’clock in the afternoon. At this 
time, fearing that the place might be reinforced 
during the enfuing night, Mr. Thomas deter- 
mined on an immediate affault. The garrifon 
confifted of feven hundred men, three hundred 
of which remained within the fort; and the 
reft fallying out, defcended into the ditch, 
which crofting wdth rapidity, they commenced 
an attack upon Mr. Thomas’s advanced pofts ; 
but moft of the party, among whom were 
fome chiefs of diftindiion, were put to the 
fword. Mr. Thomas’s foidiers in their turn 
attempted to mount the breach ; but the fcal- 
ing ladders being found too Ihort, and the 
ftorming party at the fame inftant alTailed by 
the remainder of the troops within the garri- 
fon, thefe gallant men w^ere involved in the 
greateft difficulty, and entirely expofed to the 
enemy’s fhot, w hich fell fo thick among them, 
and did fo much executipn, that, after a defpe- 
rate and hard fought coaftidl of two hours, 
Mr. Thomas was compelled to retire, with the 
lofs of four hundred and fifty of his beft men-. 
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The gallant Mr. Hopkins, who had been con- 
fpicuons for his ardour throughout the at- 
tack, on this occadon received another fevere 
wound. 


The enemy, who had likewifc luifered great- 
ly, now^ attempted to cfcape from the fort, and 
to cut their way through Mr. Thomas’s troops. 
This, notwithilanding every exertion on his 
part, they effected ; and having taken fhelter 
in a thick forefl in the neighbourhood, Mr. 
Thomas thought it ufelefs to purfue them any 
longer, but returned to take pofTefiion of the 
fort. 


During this tranfa«flioii, the Seik army lay 
•within eighteen cofs, and that of Bappoo Scin- 
diah only nine, though both, happily for Mr, 
Thomas, remained quiet. . 


He next marched to Kythul. Here the 
rajah of Pattialah and others of the Seik chiefs, 
feiit vakeels into his camp to negotiate a peace. 
Mr. Thomas, on his part, was fincerely inclined 
to put an end to the war, as he was well in- 
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formed that the army of Mr. Perron was now 
on its march from Delhi, for the avowed pur- 
pofe of affording aid to the Seiks. They like- 
wife had recently been informed that diflurb- 
ances prevailed in their own country, and 
therefore haftened to conclude the prefent 
negotiations. It was agreed, therefore, that 
the Seiks fhould pay the fum of 1,35,000 ru- 
pees, and renounce all pretentions to the coun- 
try of Roy Kellaun; that the rajah of Pattialah 
Ihould be reconciled to his lifter, with whom 
he had been fo long at variance ; that this lady 
ftiould be reimburfed for the property that had 
been confifcated; that certain diftrids’ fhould 
be ceded to Mr. Thomas 5 and finally, that 
the rajah of Pattialah ftiould keep two bat- 
talions of infantry in conftant pay, who were 
to be ftationed for the defence of the Pun- 
jaub frontier, as a mutual fafeguiard to either 
party. 

Thus (fays Mr. Thomas, in his ufual man- 
“ ly and energetic ftrain,) ended a campaign 
** of feven months, in which I had been more 
fuccefsful than I could poffibiy have expeded 
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when I hrfl took the held with a force 
coniifting of five thoufand men, and thirty- 
fix pieces of cannon. I lofi: in killed, wound- 
ed, and difabled, nearly one third of mj 
force ; but the enemy lofi: five thoufand per- 
ions of all defcriptions. I realifed near two 
hundred thoufand rupees, exclufive of the 
pay of my army, and w^as to receive an ad- 
ditional one hundred thoufand for the hof- 
tages which were delivered up. I explored 
the country, formed alliances, and, in fiiort, 
was didlator in all the countries belonging to 
the Seiks, fouth of the river Sutledge.'^ 

* Before we take leave of this interesting country, it 
may npt be improper to advert to two of the desiderata of 
Major Rennel, which, from a perusal of his excellent Me- 
moir accompanying the map of Hindoostan, appear to be 
as follow : 

First, to ascertain the existence of a canal, which was. to 
have been cut by the order of the emperor Firose, from 
the river Sutledge to the Jumna, the execution of which 
design would have opened a communication by water from 
Cabul to Assam. 

Second, the altars of Alexander, which, according to 
Arrian, must have been situated between the Beyah and 
the Sutledge, near the modem city of Ferozepore. 
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It is much to be regretted that the spirit of modern tra- 
vel has not yet reached these distant, though, to the Bri- 
tish nation, not wholly inaccessible regions, as no doubt 
many very curious particulars in ancient history, which 
have hitherto remained in obscurity, might, by diiigen? 
and accurate investigation, be brought to light. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

B.efieBmis — Comhinailon formed agamjt Mr, 
Thomas — commencement of hojVilhks — battle 
with Captain Smith — death of Mr, Hopkins 
— Mr. Thomas s opponents become more and 
more formidable — treaeherons defgns of his of^ 
fleers — multiplied d'^culties — Mr, Thomas is 
compelled to fly — reaches Hansi — he capitulates 
— arrives at the Brltljh frontier — his death 
and charadier, 

L ike a fea-wora mariner^ who, after en- 
countering the dangers and hardfhips of 
a long and tedious voyage, is at length gratified 
with the fight of land ; or as a benighted tra- 
veller on his road after a weary journey, lofing 
himfeif in defert wdlds, or betrayed by falfe 
trails in the treacherous fnow, looks forward 
to the enjoyments of his peaceful home ; fo 
are we happy to perceive a proiped of termi- 
nating our labours, in view of a dcfired haven. 



A. D. iSol.] GEORGE THOMAS. 2^5 

To this haven, after a little more toffing on 
the tempeftuous ocean of life, and a few more 
viciffitudes of fortune, we are anxious to con- 
dud our friend and hero ; and, after fliaring 
with him the perils and dangers of the voyage, 
finally to place him in that Afylum, where 
every trouble is forgotten, and where every 
forrow ceafes to exifl. 

However flattering might appear the ter- 
mination of the campaign, Mr. Thomas’'s 
good fortune may, at this period, be faid to 
have attained its meridian fplendour ; fince n 
dark, cloud, which had long been gathering 
over his head, was now preparing to discharge 
its malignant contents : its baneful induerLce 
threatened even the utter extirpation of thole 
hopes of fortune and independance by which 
he had fo loi^ been buoyed up, and which had 
therefore taken deep root in his afpiring mind. 

But as the combination which was about 
to be formed againli: him was in the end pro- 
dudivc of his downfall, and the -death blow to 
his hopes, it will be neceffary in this place to 
take a retrofpe^riye furvey of the ftrength arid 
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refources of that part of the Mahratta empire, 
with which he was entering on an interefting 
-and eventful w'arfare. 

This will equally enable us to comprehend 
the fituation of his numerous and powerful 
enemies, as to appreciate the exertion of thofe 
faculties and talents which were now called 
forth, and which place his lail; ftrugglcs fjr the 
fupport of his authority in a point of view 
highly creditable to his general charadlcr. On 
the death of Madhajee Scindiah in IfQif he 
was fucceeded in his polfeffions and authority 
by his nephew Dowdut Row Scindiah. This 
youth, though of promihng parts, was by no 
means equal in capacity to his ^ renowned 
unde. 

That politic prince, aware of the advantages 
to be derived from the pradice of the Euro- 
pean f^’ftem of tadics, and the introdudion of 
military difeipline into his armies, had, by the 
afliftance of General Puboign, raifed feverai 
brigades of infantry, which he left entire to his 
nephew. Shortly after his elevation, Dowlut 
Row conftituted Mr, Perron his commander-^ ' 
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in- chief, whofe influence has continued tofway 
the mind of his mailer from that period until 
the prefent time. 

The force thus railed amounted to forty 
thoufand infantry, thirty thouland cavalry, 
with five hundred pieces of heavy artillery. 

This acccffion of force, though i difperfed 
over an extenfive tradl of country* the fruits of 
the late Sclndiah’s conquefis, could, when cir«^ 
cumllances required, be brought to adt in 
concert. 

On the other fide, Holkar, the ruler of Indore', 
(a province fituated in the centre of the De- 
kan) could at this time command an army of 
fifty thouland men, with three hundred pieces 
of cannon ; and lallly, the Seiks, ’ whbj as =we 
have already leen, were able to bfirig into the 
field nearly an equal number. 

Holkar, however, not being at variance with 
Mr. Thomas, mull not therefore be numbered 
among his enemies, though the prodigious ac- 
ceffion of force againll him, in an union of the 
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Seiks amd Sclodiah, was of itfeif fufficient to 
aftound and overwhelm him. 

To counteradl: the defigns of his enemies, 
Mr* Thomas, at the period we are fpeaking of, 
had an army whofe ntmoft force confined of 
eight battalions of infantry, amounting in all 
to fix thoufand men, fifty pieces of cannon, 
well appointed and well ferved, one thoufand 
cavalry, and fifteen hundred Rohillahs, with 
about two thoufand men,' who garrifoned his 
different forts ; but with this force, compa- 
ratively fo fmall, he had a fpirit and elevation 
of mind not to be fubdued by accident, or de- 
prefied by iH fortune 5 and not only waited the 
evxnt with firmnefs,: but declared previous to 
the eommeiiGement o£ hoflilities, that if his 
relburces in money did not fail, he doubted 
not wdth his prefent army 'to hold out againfl 
the efforts of all the native princes of India. 

To preferve, however, the thread of our nar- 
ration, it will now be necefiary to remark, that 
repeated letters had lately been fent by Setn- 
diab to Mr. Thomas, to induce him to a^l: in 
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conjundion with Mr. Perron agalnfb their 
common enemies. 

In anfwer, he reprelented that Mr. Perron 
and himfelf being fubjeds of different nations, 
then in a flate of adual hoflility againfl each 
other, it was lin|Jofrible they could ever ad in 
concert, or with cordiality. He was moreover 
convinced, that as a Frenchman, and poffclfed 
of a national enmity againft him, Mr. Perron 
would always be induced to reprefent his ac-* 
tions in a light mofl unfavourable to his inte- 
refls : that principles of honour, on the pr^feht 
occafiouy forbad his ading under the command 
of a Frenchman: but if Scindiakl^as really 
defirous of employing him to the advantage of 
the flate, or to his own benefit, he might be- 
llow on him a feparate command, under the 
control of a Mahratta general ; or, concludes 
Mr. Thomas with much fpirit, “ fhould you 
** think proper to appoint me to the ma- 
nagement of operations, either offenfivc or 
defenfive, in any part of the Dekan, Hin- 
dooflan, or Punjaub, I am ready and willing 
to undertake the charge, fo foon as the ne- 
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ceiTary arrangements for the payment of 

my troops can be completed/’ 

In reply to this reprefentation, Scindiah^ 
wbo bad been tutored for the occafion by Mr. 
Perron, urged in the ftrongeft manner the im- 
poffibility of confenting to Mr. Thomas’s re« 
queft, as it would ferve as an unfavourable pre« 
cedent; he recommended moreover, that in the 
prefent inftance the national enmity of thefe 
commanders fliould be laid afide ; and their 
mutual exertions made for the general benefit 
of the fervice, but at all events defired Mr, 
Thomas to fuipend his refolution until his own 
arrival in Ifedoofian. 

Some time after the!*h“bbve correJ^^ondence, 
Mr. Perron wfotc to Mr. Thomas, requeftmg 
him to fend a vakeel to confer upon the fub- 
jeft, for the mutual benefit of either party. 

This requefr was inftantly complied with ; 
and Mr. Thomas’s vakeel, having received the 
necefiary ihftruftions, was difpatched to Delhi; 
Arriving at Mr. Perron’s camp, which was 
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pitched in the neighbourhood of that city, he 
was received in a manner the moft cordial and 
flattering. 


The affairs of Scindiah were at this time hi 
a fituatioQ that by no means juftified a protracl- 
ed war in his poffeffions in Hindooflian, being 
hi mfeif engaged in an eventful and. difficult 
contcfl; with his ancient enemy JeflVunt Eow 
Holkar. 

The cautious chief therefore thought that 
to temporife with Mr. Thomas would be the 
mod: eligible method ; as be' might, in the 
courfe of his prefent w^arfare, have occafion for 
the fervices of Mr. Perron’s troops. 

. In his mafler’s name, therefore, Mr. Perron 
requefted an interview. The fort of Bchadur 
Ghur was the place named for the meeting. 
On his approach to thatplace, Mr. Thomas was 
informed that Perron had put to death a Seik 
chief, who bad lately revolted from Scindiah, 
and of w.hofe perfon he had got pofleffion by 
treacherous means. 
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This intelligence induced Mr. Thomas to 
obfervc the greateft circumfpedion in the ap- 
proaching interview. Captain Smith, the fon 
of an officer in the honourable Eaft India Com- 
pany’s ferviee, was difpatched by Mr. Perron 
to meet and conduct him to the Mahratta 
camp. Mr. Thomas took along with him on 
this occafion 300 cavalry, and two of his moft 


approved battalions ; being determined to af- 
ford no opportunity to his enemies to effed his 
ruin by treacherous means. 

In the month of September, after fome pre- 
vious negociation between the parties, Mr. Per- 
ron and Mr. Thomas met for the fird time at 
the town ofBchadurGhur. Mr. Thomas having 
received recent information that the affairs of 
Scindiah prefented an unfavourable alped, and 
that that chief was unequal to the conteft with 
JeffwuntRow Holkar, hoped the prefent in- 
terview would be produdive of an amicable 
adjuffment of all former differences, and efla- 
biifh the future tranquillity and good under- 
ffanding of both parties. 

In this, however, he was deceived j for at the 
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fecorid day^s meeting he was much farprifed 
by a demand, equally hidden as unfufpedted, 
from Mr, Perron, requefting him to give up 
the diftricl of Jyjur entirely to the Mahrattas ; 
in lieu of this he was to receive for the fupport 
of his battalions the monthly fum of 50,000 
rupees, and henceforth to be conhdered as the 
immediate fervant of Dowiut Row Scindiah. 

Although this propofal might have beeiji 
forefeen, Mr. Thomas gave it a pofitive de- 
nial ; and perceiving the nature of the defign 
formed againft him, was aware that he Ihould 
be required to a<3: againh: Holkar in the prefent 
war ; and if it proved unfavourable to the in- 
terefts of that chief, and his authority was fuh- 
verted, Scindiah would not only difeontinue the 
payment of the monthly fum now offered to 
Mr, Thomas, but compel him to accept of any 
terms the Mahratta Government might think 
proper to impofe. 

For thefe reafons Mr. Thomas, without fur- 
ther difeuffion on the fubjedf, abmptly^^broke 
up the conference, and marched away in dif- 
guff. 
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Pacific meafures being now at an end, Mr. 
Perron, to begin the war with advantage, re- 
paired dire(5tly to Jyjur, of which, being unforti- 
fied, he immediately took pofieffion. Mr. 
Thomas had fliil left the fort of George Ghur, 
in which having ilationed 800 men, he expell- 
ed it would hold out a confiderabie time, nor 
was he deceived. La Fontaine, a commander 
in Mr. Perron’s fervice, having approached that 
place in the hope of taking it by afiault, was fo 
warmly received by the garrifon as to be com- 
pelled to retreat with confiderabie lois. 

The period, however, of Mr. Thomas’s final 
dlfcomfiture was not far off. His enemies 
prefied on him on all fides with accumulated 
vigour ; and private treachery coming in aid of 
public misfortune, he was foon reduced to a 
fituation the mofi: painfully difiireffing. 

The force of Mr. Perron at this time con- 
filled of ten battalions of infantry, fix thou- 
fand horfe, a body of Eohiilas, and fixty pieces 
of heavy artillery. The Sciks were likewife 
preparing to fend againfl him a confiderabie 
force ; and > in addition to thefe threatened 
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evils, feveral of his own ,dlftn<5ls perceiving 
the difaftrous (ituatiori of - his affairs, joined 
their efforts tothofeof his enemies. 

A part of Mr. Perron’s forces was command- 
ed by Captain Smith, whom we have before 
had occahons to notice, while a second divi- 
fion was led by Mr, Lewis, 

On his arrival at Hanfi, Mr. Thomas- lbft.po 
time in completing his ammunition and other 
{lores ; his intention was firft to attack Mr. 
Lewis, but Captain 'Smith having lately ^ in- 
vefled the fort of George Ghur, by I which 
means the. collc«flions in that diilrid were, in^ 
terrupted, he refolved to proceed to its relief. 

George Ghur^ is a fmMl fort ere<5led by Mr. 
Thomas, when he firfl . took pol3fiffion of the 
pergunnahs made over to, him by Appakanda- 
row_; it h fituated four cofs fouth.of Jyjur, 
and thirty dilfant from Delhi. The .unquiet 
ftate of the pergunnahs had induced Mr. 

Tor tills account of the position of George Ghur, I 
am indebted to the kindness of my friend Captain Salkeld of 

the cavalry. . - ' . . ’ 
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Thomas to ere<5t this fort with a view to over- 
awe the neighbouring villages;, and when finifli- 
ed he placed a ftrong body of troops in it for 
its defence. 

Mr. Thomas having left a body of Rphillas 
to defend Hanh, advanced towaids Captain 
Smith, and after a march of eleven cofs, en- 
- camped at the town of Mahim ; Mr. Lewis at 

this time being feventcen cois to the north- 
wed: of that place. 

Here he was informed that Captain Smith> 
who had got imperfedl intelligence of his ad- 
vance, had withdrawn his guns from the bat- 
tles and Rruck hb camp. 

Mr. Thomas having ordered the cavalry to 
proceed wdth all expedition, continued hb 
march with the infantry towards George Ghur^ 
where, on his arrival late in the evening, he 
learnt that Captain Smith had retreated. 

Early on the enfuing morning Mr. Thomas 
commenced the purfuit, but Murtuza Khawn, 
the commandant of hb fecond regiment, who 
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had received orders to proceed in advance, and 
cut off the retreat of Captain Smith, moft un- 
accountably loft his road, and the foldiers being 
fatigued, did not come up with their colours ; 
with the only battalion that remained Mr. 
Thomas,. on reaching the rear of Captain Smith’s 
line of march, commenced the attack. Cap- 
tain, Smith in order to cover the retreat of his 
artillery and baggage, drew up to receive Mr. 
Thomas, and after a (light cannonade contii- 
nued his route ; at this time Mr. Thomas’s 
fecond regiment made its appearance, of which, 
from the caufes before ftated, not more than 
feventy men had yet come up, and they ad*» 
vancing incautioufly into a held of joar^ on the 
right, without having previouily reconnoitred, 
were fuddenly attacked by a battalion of the 
enemy ; his men being fo few in number made 
but a feeble rcfiftance, and before they, had 
time to unlimber, the enemy took pofteffion 
of four of their guns. 

Mr, Thomas hearing of this 'difafter, imme- 
diately advanced to the relief of his troops ; he 


* A grain very common in India. 
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was attended on this occafion by AfalutKliawn, 
a native officer, formerly in the iervice of the 
Eaft India Company ; they charged the ene- 
my with vigour fword in hand, and after a 
feverc conflid:, in which the commandant of 
the enemy was taken prifoner, gave them a 
complete defeat. 


Mr. Thomas’s men, thinned in their num- 
bers,, and exhaufted with fatigue, were unable 
to continue the purfuit ; he fent his cavalry 
however after the fugitives, who picked up 
feveral ftands of colours and fmall arms, which 
had been thrown away in the retreat. 

Si*:'-:® , , ■ 

/ In this encounter the enemy loft feven hun- 
dred men, while that of Mr. Thomas did not 
exceed one hundred ; and bad it not been for 
the Ibldicr-likc precautions taken by Captain 
Smith in lending forward his artillery and 
baggage, while he made head againft Mr. Tho- 
mas with his infantry, the whole would inevi- 
tably have been captured ; as it was, he loft 
the greater part of his ammunition and bag- 
gage. 
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Captain Smith on his defeat returned to 
Jyjur, and Mr. Thomas pitched his camp about 
two miles diftant from that place., . 

In the morning he was preparing for a fe- 
cond attack, wheix his hircarrahs, who had 
been on, the look-out, brought intelligence of 
the approach of Mr. Le;wis from an oppohte 
diredfion, and his own troops being not only- 
fatigued, but many of them difperfed in fearch 
of plunder, he did not think it advifable at that 
time to hazard an engagement. 

Mr. Thomas now returned to George Ghur, 
but had fcarcely reached that place when he 
received intelligence of Mr. Perron’s arniy hav- 
ing arrived at Byree, three cols from his owh 
encampment, , . • 

On the enfuing morning the enemy prepar- 
ed to attack him. His lituation was at this 
time critical ; the battalions who had before 
retreated from George Ghur now came back, 
and took poft within cannon Ihot to the eaft- 
ward of his encampment ; the force under 
•Mr. Lewis was-iQ:ationed to the fouth-weH; 
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while the enemy’s numerous "cavalry attacked 
him in front. 


About four o’clock in the afternoon the 
action commenced by a heavy cannonade on 
both fides ; the motions of the enemy had in- 
duced Mr. Thomas to divide his army accord- 
ing to the ground he occupied, the advantage 
of which, allowing for the quality of the troops, 
was much in his favor; but his battalions not 
being accuftomed to be expofed to a canno- 
nade, he drew up his army on a looie fand, 
which thereby deadened the Ihot and prevented 
their rifing after the firft graze. 

His force confiftcd of ten battalions of in- 
fantry, fifty pieces of cannon, fix hundred Bo- 
hillas, and about five hundred cavalry, not ex- 
ceeding in the aggregate £ve thoufand men ; 
of which number only four thoufand could be 
brought into adion. 

Of this force five battalions were oppofed to 
Mr. Lewis, two were affigned for the batta- 
lions oppofite the centre of his line, and three 
to fulLiin the fhock of the enemy’s horfe. On 
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tbe commencement of the adion Mr. Lewis’s 
divifion came on briikly, having their guns at 
the drag ropes ; Mr- Thomas, by a rapid dif- 
charge of round and, grape fliot from his artil- 
lery, at firft threw them into confufion, and 
had he been able at this moment to prevent his 
troops from giving way, would have entirely 
defeated the enemy ; ’ but the centre of his line 
at this time being hard preiTed by the ep<smy*s 
cavalry, gave way, and no effort could prevent 
the remainder from following their example. 

This rendered an immediate and fpirited ad^ 
vance neceffary to fapport. For this purpofe 
Mr. Thomas ordered Mr, Hopkins, with the 
right wing, and Mr. Birch with the left, to ad- 
vance and charge with bayonets in their ref- 
pedlive wings ; which fervice they performed 
with no lefs gallantry than fucceii. 

The enemy halted, and began to retreat ; but 
a heavy fire being flill continued from their nu» 
merous and well-ferved artillery, Mr. Thomas’s 
people fell in great numbers, which the enemy’s 
cavalry perceiving charged a fecond time. 
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They were not only repnlfed with iofs, but 
purfued by Mr. Thomas’s horfe to a confider- 
able diftarice from the held of battle. At this 
time mtelligence was brought to Mr, Thomas, 
who was on the left wing, that Mr, Hopkins 
had received a fevere contuhon by a cannon 
Ihot, which broke: his leg. This circumftance 
fo diiheartened his men, that they fell back in 
diforder, and increafed the confuhon in the 
centre of his line. 

A ilrong detachment of the enemy, who 
were Rationed in Mr. Thomas’s rear, prevented 
his receiving any fupport from the troops op- 
pqfed them, and he could only fpare one 
b^tdhohl'dioTupport- the' centre. This body, 
howevefj 'dbndtl^edihhtnfelves with fo much 
gallantry, that could Mr. Thomas have afirorded 
the additional aid of one hundred refolute men, 
they might have advanced, and would in all 
probability have decided the fate of the day. 

Night approaching, and his people being fa- 
tigued with the fevere fervice they had under- 
gone, deferted their colottirs, and took fhelter in 
the neighbouring ravines. 
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. Mr. Thomas exerted every effort to rally 
them, but without effect. In this exigency he 
called in a body of Rohillas, who had been 
Rationed in an adjoining village, for the pro- 
tedlion of the baggage ; and to ftimulate their 
exertions to a renewal of the attack, proffered, 
but in vaini l^rge iticreafe of pay. 

Both armies now drew off, and during the 
night lay on their arms ; and the next morn- 
ing, after a fhort and but diftant cannonade, 
the enemy left Mr. Thomas mafter of the field 
pf battle. . ' t , ,/ • - ; , 

' . f’ rh.s vi* j ' !'»c» 

, In this adtion, the eneniy lofi; two thoufand 
men, and thirty pieces of artillery. Mr. Thor 
mas’s lofs was feven hundred men, and twenty 
pieces of cannon rendered unfit for further fer- 
vice. The caufe of this lofs in artillery was 
occafioned partly by,,.his cannon being, dis- 
mounted by the enemy’a fhot, and partly by 
the breaking of their axle-trees, as the carriages 
of the guns, inftead of recoiling as ufiial after 
the difcbarge, from the. nature of the foil, being 
H deep and heayy fand, ffopt fhort and broke. 
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A few days after this adion, the gallant Mr, 
Hopkins died of his wounds. The death of this 
young man was a great lofs to Mr. Thomas's 
interefts ; and the firmnefs of his behaviour 
during the whole of his fervice^ as well as the 
manly rehgnation which be exhibited at the 
clofe of life, {lamps his cbara(5ler as an amiable 
man, a brave and gallant foldier.* 

The enemy were daily reinforced by conii- 
derable numbers > among the firft of whom 
were the troops under Bappoo Scindiah. Goor- 
dut Sing, Bunga Sing, Jonde Sing, and feveral 
other Seik chieftains, added their forces on the 
jprefent occafion, Kunjeet Sing, allb ruler of 
Burtpoor, the Hattrafs Rajah, Ramdeen of 

* To do justice to the memory of my friend, I cannot, 
on this occasion, forbear to mention, that after the death 
of the gallant youth, Mr. Thomas, with a liberality of spirit 
which reflects the highest credit on his charafter, sent the 
young man^s disconsolate sister (then become an orphan by 
her fatheris death) a present of two thousand rupees ; with 
a promise if that sum was not thought sufficient to supply 
her wants, to extend his bcnc’Folence, though out oTthb 
remains of a ruined fortune of his own. 
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Kathcler, and the troops of Rajah Ramdial, and 
Neen Sing, from the northern parts of the 
Dooab, completed this, formidable aggregate. 

Thirty thoufand men, and a train of one 
hundred and ten pieces of artillery,, had now 
furroimded Mr. Thomas on all fides : they ib 
much overawed the neighbouring peafantry, 
that they not only -immediately fubnntted, but 
difcontinued their ufual fupplies of proyilipns 
for his camp, by which means his difficulties 
were fb feverely augmented, that all he could 
hope for, was an immediate attack on bis camp^ 
thereby to afford him an opportunity of evinc- 
ing the bravery of his fmall force, by a vigorous' 
and decifive encounter. 

But being too wcal^ to draw out his force 
in the open field, he was compelled to remain 
within his lines, and:fortify the camp in the 
befi: poffible manner, by, drawing round it a 
hedge of the fame kind of thorn- trees he had 
made ufe of when under fimilar embarraffment 
in the Jypuor dominions. , 

Having provided for the fequrity of his camp, 
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and pofTeffing a ftock of provldons fufficient for 
a month’s confumption, he determined to re- 
main in his prcfent pofition niitil affiftance 
could arrive from Luckwah, who, on the com- 
mencement of hoftiiities, had given him af- 
furances of coming to hk fupport. 

•On the right of his encampment, a divifion 
of Mr. Perron’s force had thrown up fome en- 
trenched works ; but Mr. Thomas, by a brillc 
fire from his guns, <][uickly compelled them to 
abandon it, which, favoured by the darkncfs of 
the night, they accompliilied. 

. ^Skirmifhes between the armies daily took 
place, in which the trdops of Mr. Thomas, 
though much inferior in point of numbers, 
had manifeftly the advantage. 


The enemy’s cavalry conftantly hovered 
round his camp to annoy his fofaging parties, 
and prevent fuppKes of provitions from getting 
in. Though inferior to the enemy in point of 
numbers, Mr. Thomas’s cavalry, from a<^iye 
and conftant fervice, had a decided advantage; 
and fo yery .alert' were his people, that two of 
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the principal commanders of the enemy nar- 
rowly efcaped being made prifoners in an at- 
tempt to furprife his camp. 

Warned at length by experience that no- 
thing was to be gained by thefe defultory at- 
tacks, and that Mr. Thomas ftrenuou% per- 
tevered in his iyfteni of keeping clofe wdthin 
his lines, they endeavoured, to effect :by corrupt 
and treacherous means, tvhat they had vainly 
hoped to accomplifh by open and manly war- 
fare. ■ .. 

^ It niuft hke be remarked, that the families 
of ieveral of Mr. Thomas’s officers refided 
within Mr. Perron’s diftrids. He, in order to 
avail himfelf of their dependant fituation, and 
accelerate Mr. Thomas’s ruin, had, at the com- 
mencement of hoftilities, placed a guard over 
their refpedire houfes. Among the principal 
were the families of Shah Tab Khawn and 
Khirrate Khawn, the former a colledor of Mr. 
Thomas’s revenue, and the latter the com- 
mandant of his firft matchlock regiment. 

Thefe men, who had been at firft confined 
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by Mr. Perron, were afterwards liberated and 
fent for by him to the fort of Coel, his place 
' of refidence. 

He there, by prefent bribes and ftill larger 
promifes of reward in future, perfuaded them 
to join in efFcfting the ruin of their principal. 
The ungrateful men, although they had on va- 
rious occaiions experienced the greatefl proofs 
of kindnefs and benevolence from Mr, Thomas, 
and whom he had raifed from low fituations 
in his army to^uthority and command, ferupied 
not to defert him in the hour of his diftrels, 
and to join with his enemies in haftening his 
downfal. 


Their opportunities to efFed this were too 
favourable. Shah Tab Khan, who commanded 
in the fort of George Ghur, had caufed fome 
jftacks of hay within the fort, which formed 
the chief fupport of his cattle, to be treache- 
roufly fet on fire. The fmall fupply of grain 
alfo, which now conflituted the fupport of the 
garrifon, was privately made away with by 
means eq^ually nefarious. 
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Not content with the efFcdl already pro- 
duced on. the minds o£ Mr. Thomas’s people 
by circumffcances fo untoward, thefe perfidious 
men were conftantly inftilling into the minds 
of the troops the periloufnefs of their fituation, 
and apparent impoffibility of ever extricating 
therqfelvejSy e;xcept by fubmiffioii to the enemy 
and uniting with them., Of thefe treacherous 
dcfigns Mr. Thomas was not informed until it . 
was too late to fruftrate their effed:- by any ex- 
ertions on his part. Luckwah, whom he im- 
patiently expeded, did not .arrive; and other 
chiefs who had promised their affiftance, not 
only withheld it, but adualiy joined his ene-r 
mies. About this time, like wife. Colonel 
HefiSng, the commandant of Agra, arrived, 
and added himfclf to the number of Mr. Tho- 
mas’s foes. 

Several of his officers,, whofe, habitations 
were in Mr, Perron’s dffirids, deferted from 
his- camp. His cattle were either killed or 
difabled, his grain had failed, and his ammu- 
nition fell ffiort. With the utmofi: exertion 
he was fcarcely able to procure grain by de- 
taching parties lecretly at night, who brought 
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bim in a fcanty inpply in the naorningj though 
not without frequent diminution of his fmall 
force in cavalry. 

In this diftrefs Mr. Thomas had no refource 
but either to attack the enemy by night, to 
fally forth and try the event of a contcfl in the 
day, or, attended by his cavalry, to attempt his 
retreat, leaving the infantry to make the beft 
terms the}^ could with the enemy. 

After mature deliberation, he refbivcd to at- 
tack the enemy, and force his way to H^nfi, 
which if he could reach in fafety, he hoped to 
be able to continue his refiftance with 
ihtll affiftahec fhould arrive from I^uckwah. 

He accordingly gave the nccelfary diredions 
for carrying this refolution into effed: but his 
people, fufpeding his intention of returning to 
Hand, now began to pack up their baggage 
and openly to delert the camp. 1 

■ On receiving intimation of this dchgn^ Mr. 
Thomas alTembled the officers, and enquired 
of theta the caifei(^lhi^'Cblamoti6a4 Pe was 
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informed that no reliance could be placed on 
the foldiers, who, disheartened at their fitua* 
tion and the diftrefs they daily endured, would 
no longer remain with their coloursi 

To quiet their apprehenfions, and reftore 
confidence with regard to his luppofed march 
to Hand, Mr. Thomas himfelf remained with- 
in the lines; and .to encourage the drooping 
fpirit of his people gave orders for an. attack 
to be made on one of the enemy’s advanced 
polls, which from its fituation appeared eafy 
to be taken. 

At this moment a difficulty arofe regarding 
the bullock-drivers, whohad deferted the campi 
Some fepoys however, encouraged by the pro- 
mife of liberal reward, undertook the office, 
and a felecl detachment quitted the camp. 

But whether from being infeded with the 
general depreffion of fpirits that prevailed 
throughout the troops, or that they were really 
unfit for the occupation, the fepoys condudied 
themfclves in fo auk ward a manner, and made 
fb little exertion in getting on the guns, that 
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Mr. Thomas thought it more prudent to recal 
the detachment altogether, and it accordingly 
returned to camp. 

Shortly after his hircarrahs brought infor- 
mation that the enemy, having been apprrfed 
of bis intention to force his way to Hanh, 
had got their line under arms ready to oppofc 
his progrefs; and which, if he had attempted it 
in the prefent difeontented ilatc of his troops, 
would in all probability have terminated in his 
difgrace. . 

Deftitute of forage, in want of ammunition, 
there being no poffibility of any fupply arriving 
frolji 'without, his foldiers daily deferting, and 
the few who remained even refiahng to fight, 
except in the adlual defence of the camp, in 
this fituation Mr. Thomas afifembled a council 
of his officers, who, on his fubmitting to them 
the circumftances, gave it as their unanimous 
opinion, that there was nothing to be done but 
by an unconditional furrender to the enemy. 

Mr. Thomas endeavoured to perfuade them 
that a retreat to Hanli was ftill pra^icablc | 
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but his exertions were inefFedual, and a difmal 
afpedt prefented itfelf on all fides. 

For the I'afl; three days no grain had been 
ferved out in the garrifoii ; but as many of the 
foldiers had been provident in times of plenty 
to fave Trom their refpedlive allowances, there 
exifled no real want of that article in the camp, 
and fait and fugar were {fill to be had in great 
abundance. A fmall quantity of wheat {till re- 
mained, which Mr. Thomas humanely appro- 
priated to the ufc of the fick and wounded. 
The fcarcity of provilions operated more {e- 
vcrcly upon the Hindoo than tfie MooiTuInran 
foldiers, as the latter could fubfilt upon the 
cattle that were daily deitroyed by the enemy's 
{hot. 

A body of Rohillas, who were {tationed id 
the pofts that commanded the water ufed for 
. the fupply of the camp, fuddenly went over to 

the enemy. Mr. Thomas i^ftantly appointed 
others to guard the poffs thus abandoned; bu6 
to his forrow food found that the fpirit of de- 
fertion had feized on the MooiTuIman -troops 
in general^ the cavalry alone excepted. At 
X 2 
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fcven o’clock in the evening information was 
brought that the whole of the troops Rationed 
at the out-pofts of the camp had deferted ; 
that the enemy were making preparations for 
a general aifault ; and at the inflant of receive 
ing this intelligence, Mr. Thomas had the ad- 
ditional mortification to perceive the lafl flack 
of his hay in flames by the incendiaries. This, 
as it afterwards appeared, was a preconcerted 
fignai between the enemy and the traitors in 
his own camp. 

DiftrefTed at this intelligence, Mr. Thomas 
demanded of the perfon who informed him 
l^yherefore be had fo long ikkyed the com mu- 
picador ; but received in reply only a vague 
and unfatisfa<^lory excufe. The fccne of trea- 
chery now' began to difcloic itfelf. 

Shortly after Mr. Thomas’s hircarrahs brought 
w'ord that Shah Tab Khan, who commanded 
George Ghur, had already mounted his horfc, 
attended by his people and all their eftedLS, and 
was preparing to leave the fort, being at, that 
inftant in conference with a party of the 
enemy, who had approached the walls wdth a 
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determination to efcort the traitor to their own 
camp. 

His efcape was eahly efFeded, Mr. Thomas 
being in no condition to ptinilh him ; and on 
his departure, a party from camp was ordered 
to take poffeflion of the fort; but by the de- 
fertion of Shah^ Tab Khan the face of affairs 
was altered confiderably for the worfe. The 
matchlock men were now deferting the eamp 
in crowds and in all diredlions ; a few of the 
officers of the whole regiment being the only 
perfons who remained^ 

Mr. Thomas’s idle reliance was now on the 
attachment of the regiment which had been 
commanded by the gallant but unfortunate 
Mr. Hopkins, at the commencement, of ;tbe 
campaign. It was feven hundred fbong; but 
during the late fevere fervice had been reduced 
to one third of the original number. Tbefe 
(fays Mr. Thomas, in the bitternefs of his 
anguiffi, occafioned by fo many defertions) 
were the only men that flood true to my 
“ interefls.’^ 
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But even with this force, though compara- 
tively fo iniignificant, had there been proyi- 
fions and forage in the place, he might ftill 
have defended the fort of George Ghur ; but 
excepting the fmall portion allotted for the 
fuflenance of the fick and wounded men, not 
a ieer of rice or grain could be procured ; to 
complete their dHlreis, the enemy, perceiving 
their forlorn fltuation, prepared to advance and 
overwhelm them with numbers; nothing now 
remained for Mr, Thomas but to attempt a 
retreat, and, if pollible, carry into effect his for- 
mer determination of throwing himfelf intq 
Hanfi. 

Agreeably to this determination, having or?-, 
dered the cavalry to hold themfclves in readi- 
hefs, he about nine o’clock in the evening quit? 
ted his camp. 


Not long after, he fell in with a party of the 
enemy, who attacked him with vigour: his 
men, diflreartened by the late events, having 
loft their accuftomed fpirit, gave way on all 
f des, and he was compelled with a few fph* 
lowers to fly for his life. , 
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The enemy continuing the purfult, he was 
compelled to make a circuitous route in order 
to avoid falling in with ftraggling parties, by 
which means, though Hanfi was not more than 
forty cofs from George Ghur, he was compel- 
led to travel nearly double that diftance.* 

Arrived at length in fafety at Hanfi, Mr. 
Thomas’s fod: care was diredled to its dc- 
fence.f 

* In this retreat Mr. Thomas rode a favourite Persian 
horse of a very superior breed and the highest spirit. On 
this generous animal, without allowing any intermission on 
the road, he performed a journey of one hundred and 
twenty miles within twenty-four hours. This horse, which 
Mr. I'homas brought with him down tlie country, is now 
in the possession of Sir Frederick Hamilton, Bart, of Be- 
nares. • *,.■ - 

' f Hansi, according to the Ayeen AkbeSri, is iikiuded in 
the Soobah of Delhi. Speaking of the rivers contained 
within this Soobah, the author of the Ayeen Akberi ob- 
serves, There are also many lesser streams, and amongst 
« them the Kenkkar, vulg. (Cug^). Hansi is an ancidit 

etty, where reposes- Sheik Jumal, successor of Sheik Fe- 
“ reed Slnjker Gunj (of whom we -have spoken in our de- 
« tail of the Battee country). The city of Hissar was 
f* founded by Sultaun Ferpse, who dug a eanaj which 
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Warned by pajft experience of the treacher- 
ous dilpofition of the Mooffulmans, he commit- 
ted the charge of the fort and city to his faith- 
ful Bajepoots, whom on all occafions, and in 
the mofl: trying fituations, he had ever found 
worthy his confidence. 

He was not miftaken in his conjedures, as 
daily iiiftances occurred during thc^ fiege of 
the inconftancy and treachery of the others. 

Two pieces of artillery w^ere all that remain- 
ed in the fort fit for fervice. The dilatory 
march of the enemy to invefl the town af- 
forded Mr. Thomas fufficient time to caft and 
mount eight additional cannon. The cneniy 
advancing by cafy ilages pofTeiTed themlelves 
of the wells in the neighbourhood of Hanfi^ 
and at length commenced the fiege. 

brings tbe water of the Jumna near this city. IJiis ca-? 

nal passes the town of Sersah. Kissar has very few ri- 

vers, and in order to make veils, the inhabitants are 
** obliged to dig to a great depth ” — .See Mr. Gladwin^s 
Translation of the Ayeen Akheri, Calcutta edkion-r 
article Delhi, yol. il 
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The Rajepoots who ftill adhered to Mr. 
Thomas, by this time reduced io their numbers 
to three hundred men, were Rationed within 
tlie fort ; the remainder of his force, confiRing 
of about nine hundred men, were diRributed, 
for the defence of the city and the out-poRs. 
Aware of his very critical fituation, Mr. Tho- 
mas himfelf rema:ined within the fort, taking 
care to keep a Rridl- guard during tbe.jpiight. 

The troops deRined for the fecurity of the 
out-poRs had fcarcely occupied their refpedlivc 
Rations, when, in a manner raoR daRardly and 
treacherous, they dchveced them over to the' 
enemy ; and the fort and' city were thns left to’ 
be defended by a handful of men. 

This even was rendered impracfh^blet ,by 
the treachery of fo|nc, ,Bx)hillas, whb-t invited 
the enemy to advanpeito; the attack. The af-. 
fault was accordingly made : on the entrance 
of the enemy into the town, a defpe/ate con- 
Ri£l was maintained 'on dither Rdc, Mr. Tho- 
mas’s remaining troops fighting with the moR 
. determined valour; three different times the 
enemy, were repulfed vidth lofs, but numbers at, 
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length prevailing, Mr. Thomas could no longer 
perfuade his men to continue the conflid ; he 
was therefore reiudantly compelled to take 
fhelter within the fort, and abandon the town, 
of which the enemy took immediate poffef- 
lion. 

Of his whole force, feven hundred men now 
only remained. The enemy having erefted their 
batteries, commenced the liege of the fort, 
which, notwithftanding its hege and the fmall 
garriion which it contained, had there been a 
fufficicncy of provilions, could ftili have made 
a fucceisfui reliftance; but proviiions were 
icarce, the Mahomedan troops were clamor- 
ous for their pay, and receiving no latisfadtory 
anfwer on this head, they thade offers to Mr, 
Perron of joining his army on condition of 
payment of their arrears, and an advance of 
money as a reward for their treachery. 

Mr. Perron would readily have agreed to 
this propofal, had he not conceived Mr. Tho- 
mas could frill defend the place with his re- 
maining E,ajepoots, in which caie he might 
lofc many of his own men ; he accordingly 
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made Mr. Thomas acquainted with the trea- 
chery that was carrying on within the garri- 
fon, and advifed him to be upon his guard. 

'' Confidering, therefore, (concludes Mr. 
Thomas) that I had entirely loft my party, 
and with it the hopes of at prefent fubduing 
" my enemies, the Seiks and the powers in 
the French interefts ; that I had no expec- 
^ tation of fuccour from any quarter, tyuck^»^ 
** wah having gone to Joudpore; that if hofti- 
lities continued, my refource in money would 
have failed ; in this fttuation, I agreed to 
evacuate the fort ; and the necelTary arrange- 
meats being completed, I ftipuiated for a 
battalion of fepoys to efcort me to the Eng- 
lifli frontier, where I arrived in the middlfi 
of January, 1302, 
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DEATH AND CHARACTER 

OF'; 

GEORGE THOMAS. 

NOT long after his arrival on the BritiOi 
frontier, Mr. Thomas .infpe^led his affairs; 
and on coile<?ling the wreck of his for- 
tune, acquired with fo much toil and labour, 
he found himfclf poiTeired of a fum not more 
tihswi fuhficient to procure the comforts of life 
'%.his native country with this he determined 
^ retire from piibliclifc to the enjoyment of 
domeftic cafe and quiet ; and wdth this inten- 
tion was proceeding to Calcutta, when death 
arrefted his progrefs, near the military canton- 
ments of Berhampoor, on the 22d of Auguft, 
1802. He was interred in the burying- ground 
of that place, and a monument is now eredlng 
to his memory. 

George Thomas was a native of Tipperary, 
in Ireland, about forty-fix years of age^ tall in 
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his perfon (being upwards of fix feet in height) 
and of a proportionate jftrength of body ; his 
countenance was bold and ere<5t ; but from the 
confiant and active ute of his limbs, during his 
long and arduous warfare, he had contra<5led 
an elevation of the head which gave him the 
appearance of iliffnets ;' though in confequence 
of this elevation his look was more martial, 
and indicative of the intrepidity of .fpirk 
which reigned wdthin, and which wholly poA 
fefied his mind to the laft hour of his life. 

Mr. Thomas appeared formed by nature to 
execute the boldefi: defigns ; and though uncul- 
tivated^ by education, he pofleffed a native and 

On hh first arrival at Benares, after having ©bligingly 
promised his Excellency the Marquis Wellefley to a£Ford 
every information within his power of the state of the wes- 
tern countries, Mr. Thomas proposed to the compiler of 
these piemoirs to deliver his information in the Persian 
language j adding, that from constant use it was become 
more familiar to him than his native tongue. This offer, 
for obvious reasons, was declined ; but it proves Mr. Tho- 
mas’s capacity, under every disadvantage arising from a 
want of regular education ; and I have no hesitation in de- 
claring my opinion, that if Mr. Thofnas had found leisure 
to cultivate his mind, his progress in the ,most useful' 
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inlierent vigour of mind, which qualified him 
for the performance of great actions, and 
placed him on a level with diilinguifiied offi- 
cers of the prcfent day. 


That he pofleffed fuperior military talents 
has, we truft, been evinced oy the relation of 
the tranfadions in the preceding pages ; and 
in reviewing his condu<5i:, during a long and 
multifarious warfare, a more competent efli* 
mate may perhaps be formed of his abilities, 
if we reflect on the nature and extent of one 
of his plans, which he detailed to the com- 
piler of theie memoirs during his refidence at 
Benares. When fixed in his refidence at 
Hanfi, he firft conceived, and would, if un- 
forefeen and untoward circumftances had not 
occurred, have executed the bold defign of 
extending his conquefis to the mouths of the 
Indus. This was to have been effe<fted by a 
fleet of boats, confirucSed from timber pro- 
cured in the forefis near the city of Ferofe- 
poor, on the banks of the Sutlcdge river, of 

branches of literature would have been surprisingly rapid. 
He spoke, wrote, and read the Hiadoostany and Persian 
languages with uncommon fluency and precision. 
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proceeding down that river with his army, and 
fettling the countries he might fubdue on his 
route : a daring enterprife, and conceived in 
the true fpirit of an ancient Homan. On the 
conciuf on of this defign it was his intention 
to turn his arms againft the Punjaub, which 
he cxpe^ed to reduce in the courfe of a couple 
, of years; and which, confidering. the wealth 
he would then have acquired, and the amazing 
refources he would have poffeffed, thefe fuc* 
celTes combined would doubtlefs have contri- 
buted to eftabliiOh his authority on- a firm and 
folid bafis. * 


Apprehenfive, however, of the ultimate fuc- 
cefi of his arms, when he confidered the num- 
ber and ftrength of his enemies, Mr. Thomas, 
about the time he w?as occupied in the con- 
templation of the aforementioned plan, made 
an offer^ of his iervice to the Britifh govern- 
ment ; which, though circumfirances of political 
confideratioii might not have inclined govern- 

* Correspondence with Captain H. V. White, to whom 
the compiler begs leave .'to offer his kindest acknowledg- 
ments for several interesting anecdotes in the latter part of 
Mr. Thomas’s career. 
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jiient to adopts is neverthelefs fufficlcnt to prc« 
fent a corre6: idea of the enterprifing fpirit of 
the man. Having offered to advance and tahe 
pofTcjBon of the Punjaub* and give np hib army 
to the diredlion and control of the Englifh ; 
to take the country, and, in fhort, to become 
an a<5tive partifan in their caufe : he thus, in 
& patriotic and truly loyal ftraln, concludes his 
remarks oh the intcrefting fubjccl : ^ By this 

plan,” fiys he, “ 1 have nothing in view but 
the welfare of my king and country. It could 
not be concerted foon enough to be of ^ny 
ufe in the approaching coriflicl ; (his dlfputc 
with the Mahrattas) ; therefore it is not to 
'better myfelf that I have thought of it ; I 
{hall be forry to fee my conquefts fall to the 
“ Mahrattas, I wifli to give them to my king, 
“ and to ferve him the remainder of my days ; 
and this I can only do as a foldicr in this part 
of the world.’" 

His knowledge of the fpirit and charaflcf 
of the different tribes and nations that com- 
pofe the interior of the vail peninfula of India^ 


* Captain White’s correspondence. 
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■vs'as various, extenfive, and corred; and no 
man perhaps ever more thoroughly fludied, or 
more properly appreciated, the Indian cha- 
radcr at large. In his manners he was gentle 
and inoffenfive, and poiTeffed a natural polite- 
'Siefs, and evinced a difpofition to pleafe fupe- 
rior to moft men. He was, as we have already 
feen, equally a loyal fubje(5l to his king, as a 
real and fincerc well wiflier to the profperity 
and permanence of the Britifh empire in the 
eaft. He was open, generous, .charitable, and 
•humane; and his behaviour towards the fami- 
lies of thoie perlbns vvho fell in his fervice, 
evinces a benevolence of heart, and a philan- 
thropy .of ipirit, highly honourable to his cha- 
racter. 

But with the/e good qualities, the irnpar- 
tiaiity of hiftory demands that w'e 'ihould ftate 
his errors, and endeavour to difeover fome 
Ihades in a charaffler otherw'ife fplendid. A 
quicknefs of temper, liable to frequent agita- 
tions, and the ebullitions of hafly wrath, not 
unfrequently rendered his appearance feroci- 
ous; yet this only occurred in iiiftances where 
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the con\iviaritj of his temper obfeured his 
rcafon; and for this, on conviction, no man 
was ever readier to make every acknowledg- 
ment and reparation in his power. 

Perfect corrcctnefs of conduct cannot be ex- 
pected from a character like the one now un- 
der confi deration, as a fcclufion from civilized 
life, and long abfence from the cxercifc of 
thofe duties which conftitute the chief enjoy- 
ment of focial happinefs, rauft neceffarily have 
tinctured the manners of the man with feme 
portion of the ipirit of the barbarians with 
whom he was fo long an inmate. 


Upon the whole, however, we may be juf- 
tlfied in remarking, that on a review of the 
life and actions of this very extraordinary man, 
k is difficult which moil to admire, whether 
the intrepidity of fpirlt by which he was in- 
cited to the performance of actions which, by 
their effect, ralied him from the condition of 
a private fubject to rank and diftinction among 
princes ; or the wonderful and uncommon at- 
tachment generally exhibited towards his per- 


A. D. iSoi-,] GEORGE THOMAS. ' 339 

fon and interefts, by natives of every defcrip- 
tion, who fought and conquered with him in 
his long and arduous career, and whofe affift- 
ance exalted him for a time to a height of re- 
Ipectability and confequence that feldom falls 
to the lot of an individual. 


FINIS. 
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Of the Trade m general carried m in the 
Countries to the North- of Delhi. 

1. PUNJAUB. 

A N open trade with this country from 
^ eveiy part of Hindooftan has long fince 
ceafed ; but petty merchants, by applying for 
paiTports from the refpedlive chiefs of the Seik 
territories, previous to entering their bounda- 
ries, are generally fupplicd with them, and 
by this means fiiill continue a trifling commer- 
cial intercourfe. 

Their exports to the countries wefl: of the 
Attock, confifl: of fugar, rice, indigo, wheat, 
and white cloth. Their imports* from thofe 
countries are fwords, horfes, fruit, lead, and 
tpices. Their exports to Caflimere may be 
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coLifidered nearly the fame as into Perfia ; their 
imports from Caflimerc are fiiawls, and a ye- 
riety of cloths, fifiron, and fruit. 

With, the inhabitants of the mountains they 
exchange cloth, matchlocks, and horfes, for 
iron, and other inferior commodities. 'From 
the Deckan arc imported fulphnr, indigo, ialt, 
lead, iron, Europe coarfe cloth, and fpipes : 
their exports arc horfes, camels, fugar, rice, 
■white cloth, matchlocks, fvvords, and bows 
and arrows. 

This trade is not carried on by any particu- 
lar route, but depends on the character of the 
chiefs of thoie diftrids through which they 
pafs. The moft confiderablc part of the trade 
is, however, carried on from Amrut Seer, by 
way of Machayvvara, toDuttyala; Ibuthward 
by way of Hanfi, Range Glrci, and Orcecha, 
into the weftem part of the Rajepoot country 
by way of Kythul Jeind, and Dadcry, and 
finally by Kaniaul towards' Delhi and the 
Ganges. 
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IL HATTIES. 

The exports of the Hatties, confifi: of horfcs, 
eamels, bullocks, buifaloes, and ghee ; their 
inaports are coarfc white cloth, fugar, and 
fait ; but the trade is very inconhderable, and 
is carried on by petty merchants of Bahadra, 
Nohcr, and other towns, through the means 
of the difciples of Shiekh Fereed. The Hilar,' 
or Harriana diftridts import matchlocks, fw^ords, 
coarfe white cloth, Mt, fugar, a fmali quan- 
tity of rice, w^heat, and fpices, their exports 
are hories, camels, bullocks, and ghee. 

III. BEYKANEER. 

Beykaneer imports coarfe and fine rlce^y 
fugar, opium, and indigo. The former ar- 
ticles the}’- import from the Punjaub and by 
Rauge Ghur and Churoo ; fait they get from 
Samber, and wheat from the Jypoor country ; 
fpices, copper, and coarfe cloth, from JefTeb 
mere. They have no exports but cattle, and 
thofe are of an inferior breed. 
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IV* JOUDPOOE. 

The country of Joudpoor imports iron, 
copper, cloth of diiFerent forts, red and yel- 
low broad cloth, rice, opium, fugar, and 
fpices. The copper and broad cloth are 
brought from Surat, from Tatta on the Indus, 
and from the dypoor and Mewar countries. 

Eice, fugar, and wheat from Mewar, Goor- 
wara, and the fouthern parts of their own 
country. 

Their exports are horfos, bullocks, and ca- 
mels, of fuperior hze, which are in great re- 
quefo in various parts of India ; fait likewifo 
from the Sambre lake, and other places in its 
vicinity, is exported to the Punjaub to the eaft 
and to the fouth. 

The trade to this country from Surat, pailcs 
chiefly through Gujerath and Ahumdabad; from 
Tatta through the Sindy country and Jeffei- 
mere, and to the Deckan, by Mewar and Kota. 
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The town of Pawley is the greateft mart in 
this part of Rajepootana ; for there the mer- 
chants exchange the commodities of Europe, 
Perha, and Deckan, for thole of Caflimere, 
Punjaub, and Hindoollan. 

The trade in mofi: parts of the Rajeppot 
country is carried on by camels or bullocks ; 
this is unavoidable, the fandinels of the foil 
rendering it aimoft impaffable to carriages, 

V. KOTA AND BOONDY. 

The produce of Me war, Kota, and Boondy, 
the eaffern parts of the dominions of Jypoor, 
and the diflrids pofTeiTcd by the rajah of Ka* 
roolee, may be mentioned under the following 
heads: horles, camels, and other cattle, but 
inferior to thofe produced in the more weftern 
countries ; matchlocks, fwords, cloth of a 
coarfe manufadlure, wheat, rice, fugar, chuna, 
barley, and all other Indian grain ; and though 
about fourteen or fifteen cofs north of the city 
of Oudipoor fulphur is*prodiiced, it is inferior 
to that which comes from Surat. 
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From the abundant produdion of thofe 
countries, a perfon would naturally think the 
inhabitants were in want of few importations ; 
but they are extravagant in their mode of 
living, and fond of foreign luxuries. 

Their imports and exports correfpond with 
thofe of Jypoor; European and. Perfian ar- 
ticles come by the channels of Gujerath, Je- 
feimere, and Pawlee. From the Dcckan, by 
way of Bapaul Soronge, Udjeen, and En- 
dore, to Kota and Bechvara, in the Mevvar 
diftridf. 

The GhofTeins of Nathdorab, a place twelve 
cofs north from the city of Oudipoor, carry 
on a confiderable trade with the provinces of 
Gujerath, and Tatta, and with Ptajepootana, 
Punjaub, and Hindooftan. 

This trade confi{l:s of pearls, precious flones-* 
arms, iliawds, cloth of every fort, and in diort 
the produi!:iion of all nations tliat trade to 
India. Kota being in a central pofition., and 
the rajah a man of good chaiader, is a place 
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of great trade, and ferves as a general depofif 
for mercbandize. 

VL JYPOOK 

The Jypoor country producing in itfelf 
almofi: every neceffary hitide, does not Hand 
in fuch real v*^ant of foreign commodities. 
The rajah is in part polTeffor of Samber, which 
produces plenty of fait, as like wife do the 
diftrids of Senganah and Berath. To thefe 
may be added copper, mines, alum, blue 
Hone, and verdigrife. There are like wife in 
moH parts of Jypoor good cattle, though not 
in quality equal to thofe of Joudpoor. 

in all parts of the Jypoor dominions are ma- 
nufadories of clothe offwords, and of match- 
locks. 

Its imports are, fine cloths, the tifiue rna- 
nufadures of Benares, and lhawls from Cafli- 
mere. From Guzzerath and Tatta are fup- 
plied opium, kad, and fheet coppery horfes 
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and fruits from Pcrlia were formerly intro- 
duced by the route of Beykaneer, but at pre- 
fent the Karwans pais through Jefelmere, and 
Joudpoor. The court of Jypoor being fplen- 
did and luxurious, fo is the confumption of 
the produdions of other countries coniiderable. 
This encourages ttade, and leads to an inter- 
courie with all parts of India. 
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'Y’HE following profpedus, drawn up about 
eleven years ago, vi^hen the compiler of 
thefe memoirs was employed on a fnrvey or- 
dered by government through the I)ooab 
and the countries adjacent, will exhibit to the 
reader the outlines of a plan, the greater part 
of which is now, by God’s blefling, happily 
accomplished. 

It is here, therefore, that he wilhes to pay 
the tribute fo defervedly due to the memory of 
that illustrious luminary, the father of oriental 
literature, his honoured and revered ; friend. 
Sir William Jones, whofe kind encouragement 
firil: infpired the compiler with an ardour for 
eafbern literature, and whofe bright example 
and uncommon acquirements in every branch 
of polite learning, mult ever prove the beft 
and ftrongeffc incentive to the exertions of 
Britilh youth. 
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PKOSPECTirS. 

Having been appointed in 1792 to accom- 
pany an efcort ordered to attend captain Rey- 
nolds, of the Bombay cflablillinicnt, on a fur- 
v^ey through the Dooab and the adjoining 
countries, it appears to me, that in the couric 
of this expedition, ranch information may be 
gained on fubjedls not hitherto fufficiently 
iiiveftigated and developed; what I conceive to 
be moft ufcful in the refearches abo\ e alluded 
to, may be reduced under the following heads : 

ift. The natural produdions of the Dooab, 
with its commercial advantages, and a cora<- 
parative view of its former and prefent reve- 
nues, with as accurate a calculation of its in- 
habitants as can be procured. 

2nd. The places of note, and the monu- 
ments of Mahpmedai^ grandeur £nce the com*% " 
qucfl: of the Moguls* 
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3d. An account of Calpee and Etyah, and 
of the improvements that may be made in 
the inland commerce with the neighbouring 
countries. 

4th. The cities of Agra and Delhi, and 
their environs, notwithftandlng their prefent 
ruinous ftate, will neverthelefs yield materials 
for many interefting remarks. The hiftory 
of the revolutions at Delhi, and the unfortu- 
itate cataftrophe of the prefent defcendant of 
Timoor, would, I am perfuaded, be interefting. 
to my countrymen at htoe, and great and 
accurate information on this fubjedl may be 
gained by perfonal cdnVerfation with feveral 
of the a<flors in this revolution, who are now 
living at Delhi.'^ 

.5th, The' celebrated city of Mathura, and 
the plains of Bindrabund, prefent a field for 
the inveftigation of the ancient government 
of the Hindoos ; for, on this fpot, confecrated 
for ages by the fuperftition of their anceftors, 
we may hope to find thofe primitive manners 

* See the History of Shah Aulum, and present work. 
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and cuftoms defcribdi in their Sanfcnt mann- 
fcripts; and their religious opinions being 
clofelj connetfled with their civil ordinations, 
we may be able to- form a more correA idea 
of the ipirit of their ancient government. 

6t!i. On the fouth and fouth-weffc of the 
Jumna, the provinces of Boondeelcund, and 
Cfoh'nd, which have lately been reduced by the 
Mahratta government, with refpedl: to their fo 
tuation towards the Vizier s frontier, are obje€i;s 
of cbnfoquence to the Britilh nation, and de- 
mand an attentive inVeftigation. 

y th. !Frdm the late fuccefies attendant on 
Scindiah’s arms, we mufl; naturally conclude it 
has been owing in a great degree to the atten^ 
tion he has paid to the internal difcipline and 
economy of his military fyRem ; it is therefore, 
my intention to obtain as corredl information 
as I can of the ftate of the Marhatta armiess,. 
together with an account of the Mahratta go- 
tdrnment.^ 

* The late maha-rajah Madajee Scindialv 
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THE SEIKS. 

feth. This nation, fo obfcure as hardly to be 
mentioned even as a tribe, at the beginning of 
the preftnt century, have, within thefe lafl: thirty 
years, raifed themfelves in fuch reputation as 
not only to attrad the notice, but excite the 
alarm of their neighbours on both hdes of their 
government. 

They pofTcis the whole of the Punjaub^ ^nd 
it is very probable will one d^y or other hay? 
an eye to a participation of the Viziers pro*- 
vinces. I propofe, therefore, to obtain every 
poffible information of their tribe, manners, 
cuftoms, and fjpirit of government, and, feould 
we be able, to penetrate into the Punjaub, to 
defcribe the face of that country, and the na- 
tural and commercial produdions.^' 

9th. The defiderata of Major Eennel, which 
from a perufal of Ms mod excellent memoir I 

* See the History of Shah Aulum, and present work. 
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find to be, fir ft, the afcertaining the exiftenefe 
of one of the grand dehgns of the Emperor 
Feroze; which, was, to have cut a canal from- 
the Sntlecigc to the Jumna, which would have 
opened a communication by water from Cabul 
to Aftlim. Major Rennel obferves, he takes it 
for granted this canal was never completed, as 
iio farther intimation has been obtained on that 
head. The remains of fuch a magnifeent 
work, if any ftill exift, muft doubtieft be dif- 
covered by an'infpedion on the ipot. 

10th. I have in my pofTeffion a fiiftory of 
the celebrated Timoor or Tamerlane, faid to 
B^'Avrltten by himfclf. This work contains 
tKy ^v^hole of Timoor’^s expeditions, from an 
early period of his life until near his death. 
The Indian expedition in particular is detailed 
in a very accurate manner. 

1 1th. THF- ALTARS OF ALEXANDER, 

I have been the more it^duced to prefent to 
the public the above proJpedfus, as an cvidencer 

* See the 14 th chapter of tlie present work. 


APPENDIX il. 357 

tliat the ieifure allowed to officers in the hours 
of relaxation from their profeffional duties, has 
not altogether been thrown away ; and alfo in 
the entertaining a confident hope that the ho- 
nefi: purfuit of laudable ftudies will ever meet 
with public approbation and fupport. 
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General Statement of the Forces of fever at of the 
Natives Princes and States in the wflern 
Parts of the Penmfula. 

T he prefent force of Do»vvlut Row Scin- 
diah may be Rated under the following 
heads, 

ift. Cavalry, Marhatta, and Hin- 
dooRany, including the cavalry Ration- 
ed with the different colkdlors that 
might be brought to aR in a war 20,000 
Ambajee’s cavalry in the dlftriR of 
Gualior ^,000 

Mr. Perron might muster in Hio- 
dooRan, that is, Delhi, Agrali, Jauts, 

Bapoo Scindia, andMadhoo Row’s ca- 
valry, exclulive of Seiks or Rajepoots y,ooo 


Entire force of Scindiah^s cavalry 3i,ooa 


APPENBIX III. 


359 


SchidhKs Infajitry* 

2d. The number of battalions at prefent 
randcr the command of Mr. Perron amount to 
forty ; each battalion generally confiflrs of five 
hundred men, gunners and fighting men of 
every defi:ription included. Each battalion is 
provided with four field*pieces, a carronade, 
or howitzer, and fome pieces of ordnance of 
large caliber, for the purpofe of throwing 
grape, 

A brigade confifis of eight battalions ; it has 
generally a feparate park of ten pieces of artil- 
lery attached to it. This park is compofed of 
‘battering guns and fpare field-piepes. 

The forength of each brigade will confifi: as 
follows. 


Strength in officers and 'fighting 


men of every defeription 

4,150 

Pieces of artillery — ? 

50 

Strength of five brigades 

20,750 

Pieces of artillery — » 

25Q 
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The remains of Colonel Felofb's bri- 
gade, fix battalions, men 3,000 

Ordnance — — 60 

Five battalions of Col. John Helling 2,600 

Ordnance — , 30 

Ambajee’s battalions may be com- 
pnted at four hundred men each, of 
which he has fixtecn battalions 6,400 

His artillery is not regularly attach- 
ed to his battalions, and therefore often 
varies ; but, generally fpeaking, may be 
computed at four pieces to each batta- 
lion — — ^64 

The battering train like wife varies, 
but may be computed at pieces 20 

Total artillery of Ambajce’s pieces 84 

Begum Somroo. 

*Five battalions of about fix hundred 
men each « — — 3,000^ 

Pieces of artillery — 24 

Cavalry — ■ — 150 


* I find by this, that the fiatement of the Begum’s force, 
as given in the History of Shah Aulum, is partly incorreft. 
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Bapooh Scmdtah 


Has two battalions — 

IjOOO 

Artillery pieces — 

10 

Total force of Scindiah in cavalry 

31,150 

Total’ force in infantry 

38,050 

Grand total infantry and cavalry 

Oq,200 

Grand total artillery ditto pieces 

*'*’518 


REMARKS BY MR« THOMAS. 

^ It is proper to obferve, that Mr. Perron 
and Ambajee are now levying troops,- which 
may caufe a material error in this ftatement a 
few months hence. Ambajee and Perron are 
poiTeiled of artillery exclufive of the above- 
^lentioned; and Scindiah, by the artillery 
taken from Holkar, is able to add conhderably 
to his own part. 

Preient ilate of Scindiah’s infantry. They 
are the worft in India; are not commanded by 


* This statement was made 1802. 
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ofEcers of experience, nor well armed, nor cor- 
dially attached to the iervice of their matter ; 
they are in arrears of pay, and would be de- 
feated by a fmali force pf regular difciplined 
troops, with a few pieces of well ferved ar- 
tilJejy* 

Mr. Perron’s infintry arc in appearance the 
bett troops belonging to Scindiah: they are 
under better fubordination to their officers, and 
are more regularly paid^ armed, clothed, and 
difciplined. 

The troops of the late Colonel Fclofe and 
thole of Colonel Heffing, ore equal to thofe 
of Mr. Perron. 

Thole of Begum Somroo are in a ttate of 
infubordination, and jnutinous. 

Thofe of Ambajee and Bapoo Scindia do 
not deferye the name of troops ; they are un- 
difciplined and ill -armed. 

Their ardller}? is in general bad, and is 
frequently difmounted of itfelf in the ufual 
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courfe of firing in a field of battle. Mr. 
Tiiomas relates one inftance where twenty-five 
pieces of cannon were rendered unfit for fer> 
%dce, eight of whieh only were flruck by the 
enemy’s fhot. 

F^}rce of All Behaudur, 

All Behaudur, the Marhatta chief, who is 
in pofiefiion of the open country, as likewifs 
feveral of the firong holds in Boondeeicund, 
has four battalions, confifiing of between five 
and fix thoufand infantry, fix or feven thou- 
fand cavalry, with forty or fifty pieces of ar- 
tillery, all of the very w:orfi: quality. The Bat- 
talions, each about five hundred firong, are 
without difeipline, or military regulation of 
any kind, and may be confidered as a rabbk. 

The infantry confiffe , of Rohillas, Boondee- 
lahs, and Malwa Sebundys, who are armed 
with matchlocks. 

m ' ■ » 

The cavalry confifls of Marhatta Moofful- 
mans from Cuttair, (Eohilcund) and from. the 
Doo Ab. 
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The beft troops in the intercft of this chief 
arc the cavalry of his aiTociate Himmut Be- 
haudur, the Ghoffeen; they are in number 
about two thoufand, and are chofen men. 

Himmut Behaudur has likewife a body of 
infantry, amounting to about three thoufand. 
We may therefore compute the coilcfled force 
of All Behaudur at twenty-one thouland, 
chiefly rabble, and incapable, fays Mr. Thomas, 
of oppofmg a regular and difeiplined force, 
though far inferior in point of numbers. 

At the head of this rabble, thefe chiefs keep 
poiTeffion of a country capable of yielding a 
revenue of one crore of rupees. 


Detail of the force of All Behaudur ; 


four battalions, men — 

2,000 

Irregular infantry ditto 

6,000 

Cavalry «—• — 

7,000 

Artillery ^ — — 

50 
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Force of Himmut Behaudur, 

(In the fervice of Ali Behaudur.) 

Irreguiar infantry — > — 3,000 

Cavalry , ' — ' 2,000 

Artillery . — . ■ 20 


Combined force of Ali Behaudur and Mimmut 


Behaudur. 

. ' ,r , 

Cavalry — — 

9,ooo‘ 

Infantry, w— . — 

11,000 

To which may be added infantry 


attached to the guns — — 

];ooo 

Grand total, men 

21,000 


i _ Pieces of artillery ' — - ‘7 

I ■ • J.M fii j | 

Prefent Force of Kaflit Row Holkar, and . ] 

■ 'Jejjfivunt Row Holkar. --y' v., ! 

f The cavalry of thefe two chiefs may be [ 

I computed at thirty thoufand, exclufive of the • | 

Pindaries or irregular horfe. In this ftate- £ 

ment, made from information received from ' [ 

writers and foldiers. in their fervice, who fel- t 


J 
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dom fail to add to the number, there may pro» 
bably be fomc error. But it is certain that 
JeiTwunt Row Holkar is actually at the head of 
a body of cavalry amounting to twenty thou- 
fand men ; Kafhi Row Holkar has from four 
to five thoufaiid cavalry at Indore, his capital ; 
to which, if the cavalry of Ameer Khaun, a tri- 
butary, be added, as likewife that under the 
dlfierent colle<!:'lors, the number will amount 
in the aggregate to thirty thoufand. Thefc 
chiefs occafionally receive the aid of from fix 
|:o ten .thoufand Pindarics, a banditti who lay 
wafte the countries through which they pafs, 
by predatory w'arfare. 



'. L . .. u 'Force in Infantry, 

Confifting of eight battalions com- 
puted at four hundred men per bat- 
talion, — 3,200 

Artillery men, — 600 

Eohillas, — - — • 10,000 


i infantry 13,800 

■ Artillery -pieces SO 
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Holkar’s cavalry are fuperior to thofe of 
Scindiah, being better officered, and more 
corrcfpondent with the teal Mahratta cuilom 
of predatory warfare. 

The infantry (obferves , Mr. Thomas) are 
yery bad, ' They are ill paid, badly officered, 
and without fubordination ; undifciplined, not 
can they make ule of their arms in adiion. 

The Rohillas in Holkar’s ffirvice are a faith* 
iefs rabble, who will ftand true only as long as 
they find it their interefi:; they are always 
ready to leave or ruin him, if not regularly 
paid ; or when expedled to move againft an 
enemy of fiiperior force ; or if by any means 
they fbouid have accumulated money. 

Detmkd Statement of the coJleSied Force of Kajhi 
Row Holkar, and JeJJwunt Row HoJkar, 

Cavalry, — — 30,000 

Pindarics or Looties, mounted on 
fmall horles,. — — lOjOOO 
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Infantry. 

Eight battalions at four hundred men 
each, — — 3,200 

Artillery men, — 600 

Eohilias, — — 10,000 


Total infantry, 13,100 
Artillery pieces, — 60 


Grand total, 53,800 



Ageneral AhJiraB of ifiB Countries, mid their In- 
habit ani sin the north-wcjt parts of the Fenin- 
fiila of Hindooftan ; with the Diftance of the 
capital Cities from Delhi in Briiifh Miles, 

id. ^ I "HE Punjuab or country of tbe Seiks, is 
compofed of the province of Lahore, 
and the chukla or divifion called Sirhind. The 
inhabitants in general are Seiks, though the 
cultivators of the foil are many of them Jauts. 

Force. Cavalry Oo, 000. Artillery 40 pieces. 
Infantry 5,000*. Revenue 5 crores. 

Capital, Lahore, N. W. by N. three hun- 
dred miles. 
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2d, The Hurrianah country is included m 
the Sirkar of HiiTar ; it is called in the map the 
Leffer Baloochiftaun. The inhabitants are 
chiefly Jauts, with the exception of a few 
Eajepoot, and Rungur villages, which Jail ap- 
pellation is given to inch of the Ei^epoots who 
have embraced the Mahomedan religion. 
Does not Rungur imply coloured, or Rained, 
or of mixed blood ? 

Capital, Hiffar, W. N. W. one hundred 
and eight miles. 

3d. The country called Tahneflar confiRs 
of the weftern parts of Tahneffar, Kcrnaul, 
Kythul, Panniput, Sefecdoo, Jeind, Kofohan, 
and Dehatarut. The inhabitants are chiefly 
Jauts, though fome have become Seiks, and a 
few are Rajepoots, but of a low call. 

No particular capital. 

4th. The Battee country ; the chiefs of 
which are Rajepoot MoofTulmans ; the com- 
mon people are Jauts who have become M<?of' 
fulmans, and the cultivators of the foil are 
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termed Ryis^ and are a peaceable inoffenfi^s^e 

race. 

Capital, Batnler, W. N. W. two hundred 
and nineteen miles. 

5th. Bcykaheer is goyernedbv Rathore Ra- 
jepoots ; the cultivators are Jauts. 

Force. Cavalry 2,000. Artillery 30 pieces. 
Infantry 3,000. Revenue 5 lacks. 

Capital, Beykaneer. 

6th. The Jypoor country is governed by 
Rajepoots of the Kutchwa tribe ; the culti- 
vators arc Jauts, Bremins and Meenas. 

Cavalry 30,000. Artillery 40 pieces. 
Infantry 10,000. Revenue Oo lacks. 

Capital Jypoor or Jynaghur, S. W. one 
hundred and fifty miles. 

7th The Row Rajah is a Rathore Rajeppot ; 

■' A- A 2 
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the cultivators of his country are Jauts Mew** 
attes, and Alieers, a iavage tribe, approaching 
in their manners to the Jauts. 

Cavalry 1 , 500 . Artillery 1 6 pieces. 
Infantry 2,000. Revenue 0 lacks. 

Capital Ahvur,^' S. W. by S, QO miles. 

* This place, the fort of which is situated on tlic sum- 
mit of a high hill, is thus described in a work published 
some years since by Elias Habcsci, but better known to the 
English reader under tire name of Count Gika. “ The 
“ emperors had likewise kept Aloor, a country very fertile 
** in mines, and not at a great distnnee from hlatinu On 
those mountains there is another distinct nation called 
“ IMina, whose arost splendid quality is that they excel all 
** others in stealing, and we are assured that they are the 
most dexterous pilferers of India. Tliey are capable of 
“ cax'rying oxTa horse or a prisoner from the most vigilant 
“ guard. All these couiiti’ies produce iniluite quantities 
of cattle, in which their principal trade consists. 

“ The richest, most agreeable, and most cotnmodious 
“ place in those parts is the plain or valley of TamiagasI, 
two leagues in length and one in breadth, which cotitalns 
“ now seventeen mines that are opened, and as fixey arc 
well explored, they may be reckoned to produce a crore 
of rupees annually. I'he province of Aloar is dependant 
on Jypoor, or should be. It is in general as fertile i.u 
mines as the other, and is.richy but the little province 
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8tli. Joudpoor, whofe ruler is called the 
Bhathore Rajah and Mar war Rjyab. He is a 

of Tannagasi, which is subject to Aloar, is really the 
most substantial part. Tannagasi lies at only four days 
small iournies from Mattra. The capital and only town 
hears the same name. It is pretty large, trades consi- 
derahlfi 'tnd is situated at the foot of a mountain, on 
which there is a fort, with some pieces of artillery. In 
1780 and 1781, a Frenchman commaiKling the artillery 
** of Nadjifkan .undermined this garrison 5 '' but it surren- 
dered before the mine was sprung. 

“ If the English chose to seize on Aloar and Tannagasi, 
their army, which I suppose to be encamped at Mattra, 
“ rpust march to Deeg in a single day. Proceeding thence 
they should leave Aloa ten English miles to the right : 
** they wohld find no opposition hitherto. It is only at 
** Sakmin Ghur that we find a fort, which commands the 
** plain that leads to a pass on the road to Tannagasi. At 
that pass there Is another small fort, and both together 
** could not hold out twenty-four hours against an attack 
in foinn, Tannagasi is the terrertrial paradise of that 
‘‘ country : it is there that decent employment would be 
“ found for two hundred individuals of the English nation; 
and, aided by two battalions, they would be enabled to 
explore peaceably all its mines, and make them produce 
sixty lacks of rupees, clear of all expences, in each year: 
but in the case two redoubts should be constructed on 
the two banks of the Jumna to protect the passage-boats 
« for merchandize and minerals, they might send from 
** Tannagasi, escorted by a company of the battalions that 
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Khathore Rajepoot of the purcft and moft an- 
cient blood of the Rajepoots. The cultivators 
are Jauts. 

Cavalry 27 , 000 . Artillery SO pieces. 

Infantry 3,000. Revenue 20 lacks. ' 

Capital Jondpoot;, S, W. by W. 350 miles, 

Qth. Karolee, whole Rajah is of the tribe of 
Rajepoot, called Jadoo. The cultivators arc 
' Jauts, Bramins, and Meenas, 

Cavalry 6,000. Artillery 12 pieces. 

Infantry 2, 000 , Revenue 5 lacks. 

Capital Karolee, fbuth 340 miles. 

loth. The Kifhen Ghur Rajah is of the 
tribe of Rhathore Rcyepoots. The cultivators 
are Jauts. 

would be stationed there. From Mattra the goods might 

pass on to Futtj Ghur, or some other place on the 

Ganges, to be sent thence to a greater distance. The 

navigation of the Jumna as far as i\Iiahabad might be 

* * attempted.” See Objects interesting to the English 

Nation, vol. ii. page 113 and 1 14, Calcutta edition, A, D, 
X7P3* 
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Capital Kilhen Ghur, S. W. by W. 200 
miles. 

1 1 th. Oudipoor or Mewar, whole ruler is 
called likewife the Kanah of Chittore, from 
the celebrated fort of that name fjtuated with 
in his dominions, . Confult Colonel Dow’s 
Hiftory of Hindooftah. This prince is alfo 
called Urfee P^annah, w'hich was alTumed by 
one of his anceftors, and adopted by his fuc- 
ceflbrs. He is of the tribe called Sefodiah. 
The cultivators of Oudipoor are cpmpofed of 
Bajepoots, Jauts, Bramins^ and Beils. 

Cavalry i 2,000 

Infantry 0,000 

Capital Oudipoor, S. W. 350 miles,.. 

1 2 th. The principalities of Kota and Boonr 
dee, whofe chiefs aye of the Chohan tribe, and 
are likewife denominated Addah Rajepoots* 
The cultivators are Rajepoots, Jauts, Bramins, 
Beds, and other clalTes. 

Force. Ipfantry 2,ooo 
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Cavalry 3,000 

Artillery 20 pieces. 

Revenue 30 lacks. 

Capital Kota and Boondec, S. W. 250 miles. 

13th. The Burtpoor Rajah Is a Jaut, the 
cultivators are chiefly Jauts,'^, 

Force, Cavalry 3,000 
Infantry 2,000 
Artillery 20 pieces. 

Revenue 15 lucks. 

Capital Burtpoor, fouth 100 miles. 

* Of this Angular tribe, the ingenious author of Object? 
interesting to the English Nation thus remarks : — “ The 
“ Jattes derive their origin from a Angle head of a family, 
whose name was l?am~gee ; he had thirty-four children, 
who gave him many grand-cliildren, %vho all respected 
" him as their father and prince. Tiie eldest of tlic fa- 
miiy ip direct line has ahvays been acknowledged as 
Ram-gee himself j they were cultivators j thence their 
“ attachment to agriculture. Tltey remained in obscurity 
“ until the fall of the Mogul empire \ they have seized on 
Agra, and extended their power as far as Siren, on the 
road to Lahore. Their chiefs resided at Agra with tire 
title of Rajah’s j the first of them that acquireti repu- 
** tation was named Jonas Sing ; his successor’s name was 
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Cretcn Sing, and that of the last chief was Naval Sing, 
** Since this nation ■ has been defeated by Nadjuf Khan, 
it has fallen into contempt and oblivion j for they 
have loft their conquests, and are now confined 
to Burtpoor, . which is the capital of their little 
country, but it is very strong,’ its’ ditches are of a 
brcailih more than is usual elsewhere, they are fifty-six 
feet deep, an)d.-.||rp Jilways filled with water that comes 
** from a perennial spring. Their present chief, who now 
I'etains the title of Rajah, is called Rengit Sing, who is 
at the same time the chief of their religion, Vihich is that 

of the Hindoos.” See Objects interesting to' ’the 

JiPglish Nation, voh ii. p. I2o and I 2 i, 


CONCL-USION. 


IN the force above detailed, a flatement of 
the militia of the country is not included ; their 
numbers are confiderable, and tliey in fad: 
conftitute the chief iiipport of their refpedive 
ftates. 

Under the head revenue, that which is paid 
into the treafury of each prince is here defig* 
nated ; the revenue arifing from lands granted 
to the different chiefs in Jaiedad, is not in- 
cluded in any ffate, excepting in the Punjaub, 
as more fully explained in our account of that 
country* 

By the artillery here mentioned, is only 
meant what is capable of being brought into 
the field, few of which are in good order ; forac 
of the chiefs have a numerous artillery in their 
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forts, to which how^ever they pay but little 
attention. 

Confiderlng the furprifmg fertility of ibil, the 
abundance of all things necelTary for the fupport 
of the inhabitants, and the internal riches of 
thcic countries, -and their capability of improve- 
ment, as well in regard to conimerciul as po- 
litical relations, it is matter of no fmall fur- 
prife to think they fliould for fo long a time 
have remained almoil unknown to the British 
nation in India ; and that, after being fove- 
rcigns of fo confiderable a part of this esten- 
five empire, we fliould now, for the firft time, 
receive information, that the faireft part of the 
country is yet unknown to us. 

■■ %■}.:■ . 

This however is the fadl, and it would ap- 
pear that Great Britain might derive conflder- 
ablc advantages from a clofer alliance and 
more intimate acquaintance with the coun- 
tries in the interior parts of India ; and more 
efpccially with the Rajepoot Rates. Thcfe 
countries, as \vell from the, advantages of na- 
tural fituation as from their immenfe internal 
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refburces, would be able to form the ftrongeft 
barrier againft the entrance of our political 
rivals, the French, to the central parts of the 
peninfula, whenever a renewal of hoflilities 
may induce the attempt. 



POSTSCRIPT. 


The compHer’y^7Kefe'^Mej2io!rs has partkiihr 
pleafitre in delwering to Ms readers a letter 
lately received from an Officer of raiik in jlie 
frvke of ScmdlaM refpedlmg Mr, Thomas's 
charaBier, and which comes in a manner 
more peculiarly appropriate, as hemg the 
genuine effiufons of a liberal mind, and the 
honourable tefinmiy of a gentleman who, 
though an enemy from mceffity, has, far 
the fake of jilftke alone, paid the tribute 
which he thought due to Mr. Thomas's 
merits as a man and a foldier. 

Dea-r Sir, 

T AM Iiappy to learn, from the public 
prints, that we are foon to have the pieafure 
of a life of the late George Thomas, from 
your pen ; as he w'^as a . fmguiar cbarader, 
which dcferves to be refcucd from oblivion. 
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and as I was intimately acquainted with birn, 
and was princfipally employed by General 
Perron,, to perfuade him to enter with his 
troops into the fervice of Scliidia. Moreover 
being concerned in arranging tlic capitulation 
of Hanb, after he had the misfortime to lofe 
his army, and in coadudling him to the 
British frontier; if you think I can fupply 
any fiOi's, or offer any materials which might 
elucidate or add to the work, I ibali be not 
only happy, but proud to contribute all in my 
power. 

I had a iincerc rcfpedl for his character ; I 
regretted his misfortunes, and 1 did all in my 
power to obviate those misfortunes by my ad- 
vice and my conduct; all my influence with 
General Perron was exerted to ferve him, and 
I did every thing in my power to meliorate the 
feverity of his misfortimes, after he had been 
unfortunate from the doubtful event of war ; 
and I iliould be happy if I could afford the 
fmalleft iTiatter towards the record of Iiis fame. 
With foiiic oddities, and many fmgularitics, 
he was an uncommon character ; and his ex- 
ertion towards llatioB, power, riches, and 
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glor)% were ftill more uncomtoon; he was 
uncommonly ambitious, which w^as the prin- 
cipal caufe that led to his ruin ; he would be 
all or nothing. To fcrve under the orders of 
another was an inglorious dependance# in his 
eftlmatlon of things ; and the diftraction 
W'hich' tftteir'‘'pt»^¥ailcd in Scindiah’s govern- 
ment, offered an enticing'*j&ed4 to difplay his 
courage and his abilities; for courage he pof- 
fetfed in an eminent degree ; and he certain^ 
had abilities, if a clear head, a fol id judgment, 
and acute dlfcemment, may be called by that 
name. Hoping you will pardon this intrufion, 
and view it in the light in which it is intend- 
ed, to add my mite to tranfmit, the name of 
George Thomas to poflerity, fiiffer me to re- 
main with efteem. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

LEWIS -F. SMITH, 

BurhanporCf 
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JFh'ich are particularly inleresting to Gentlemen 
nected ‘voiih India, ar& pubUsh’d by .JOHN 
STOCKMLE, riccadiUy. 

FERISHTA’S HISTORY of DEKKAN, from thr 
first Mahummedan conquests ; with a continuation from 
Other native writersj of the events in that part of India, 
to the redu£lion of its last motiarchs, by the Emperor 
Aulumgeer Aurungzebe 5 also the reigns of his successors, 
in the Empire of Hindostan to the present day j and the 
history of Bengal, from the accession of Aliverdee Khan to 
the year 1780. By Jonathan Scott, Esq. In 2 voh. 
4104. ptice 2L 2S. 

Tales, Anecdotes, and I>ctters, from the Arabic and 
Persian, By Jonathan Scott, Esq, In one volume, 
price 5s.' , 

An Indian Vocabulary of proper and otlier Names j 
being a particularly useful manual in perusing tlic details 
erf occurrences in India. One volume, price 3s. 6 d, . 

Notes relating to the late Transacclcns in the Marhatta 
Empire, by the Marquis of WellcslcT. In ons volume, 
royal 4to. ilkistrated with six coloured plans, price tl. js, j 
demy 410, 153. j or in Svo. 13s. 


Boohs published by yohn Stockdale* 

Kotes relative to the Peace concluded between the Brir 
tish Government and the Marhatta Chieftains, and to the 
various Questions arising out of the Terras of the Pacifica- 
tion. 4to. price rs. or oii royal paper ys. <5d. 

Journal of a R'mte from Nagpore, by the way of Cut- 
tack, Burro Sumber, Dongur-Ghur, and the southern 
Bii'njaree-'G of Nagpore, and a Jour- 
nal from that place to Benar^T^'lBy, Daniel Robinson 
Leckie, Esq. In 4to. with a map, price ySt-Jt^oards. 

Journal of a Voyage in the Lion Extra Indiaman, from 
Madras to Columbo, and Da Lagoa Bay, on the eastern 
coast of Africa, where the ship was condemned 5 also ai^: 
Account of the Manner's and Customs of the Inhabitants of 
Da Lagoa Bay. By Captain White. In 4to. with^riyo 
plates, price 7s, in boards. 

The Importance of Malta considered j also Remarks 
which occurred during a Journey from England to India 
through Egypt. By Mark Wood, Esq. M. P, late chief 
engineer at Bengal. In 410. with a map, price 5s. or on 
fine paper, ys. 6d. in boards. 

The Persian Moonshee. By Francis Gl adwin, Esq. 
In cne volume, royal 4to. on fine hot-pressed paper, price 
gf, 3s. in boards. 

The Tooti-Nameh j or Tales of a Parrot, Persian and 
English. By Francis Gladwin, Es<i. In one volume, 
royal Svo. price 1 5s. in boards. 


Booh published by John Siockdak, 

Observations on the Manners and Customs of the 
Egyptians, made during a residence of twelve years in 
Cairo and its viemity. By John Antes, Esq. In one 
volume 4to. with a large map, price los. 6 d. in boards. 

The Works, principally Oriental, of SirW iLLtAM Jones, 
elegantly printed in S large volumes, royal qto. withnume*. 
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